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JOHANNESBURG (Agen- 
cies) — African National Con- 
gress (ANC) leader Nelson 
Mandela claimed victory Mon- 
day in South Africa’s national 
election. “This is indeed a 
joyous night," he said, eight 
days before he was due to be 
inaugurated as the country's 
first black president. 

Two and one-half hours af- 
ter President F.W. de Klerk 
conceded defeat, Mr. Mandela 
stood before an ecstatic crowd 
in a ballroom draped in ANC 
colours to accept the reward of 
a life spent fighting apartheid. 

"This is your victory too,” 
Mr. Mandela said. “You 
helped end apartheid." 

With an estimated 42 per 
cent of the votes counted, the 
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based on Mr. Mandela’s over- 
whelming popularity among 
the black majority. 

His speech, and' that of Mr. 
De Klerk, marked the end of a 
remarkable era that began with 
Mr. Mandela's release from 
prison in February 1990 and 
culminated lasr week when the 
country's black majority voted 
Tuesday-Friday in the first 
democratic election. 

About 300 people, many of 
them weeping, watched Mr. 
De Klerk as he conceded the 
end of his presidency at 
National Party headquarters in 
Pretoria. 

It was all over for white rule 
just after 6 p.m. (1600 GMT) 
when Mr. De Klerk strode 
through cheering supporters, 
his wife Marike at his side, and 
flanked by his white cabinet 
ministers. 

Referring to the reconcilia- 
tion government of National 
Unity which Mr. Mandela will 
set up after his inauguration of 
May 10, Mr. De Klerk said: 
"Next Tuesday I shall lay down 
my responsibilities as state 
president.. I shall be handing 


over the presidency to Mr. 
Mandela, but I shall not be 
leaving government. 

“I shall be surrendering 
power — not to the majority of 
the moment but to the South 
African people." 

Mr. De Klerk, who set in 
train apartheid reforms that 
led to this moment, choked 
when he mentioned the sup- 
port of his wife through his 
often trying reformist years, 
and his voice cracked again 
when he ended his speech. 

He dosed with the words 
"God bless South Africa" and 
“Nkosi Sikilel I'Afrika” — 
God bless Africa in the words 
of the black liberation anthem, 

. words rarely uttered by a white 
leader. 

“Mr. Mandela has walked a 
long road and now stands at 
the top of the hill," he said of 
the ANC leader, who spent 27 
yean in prison for opposing 
the policies imposed by Mr. De 
Klerk's party. “I hold out my 
hand to Mr. Mandela in 
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of the autonomous area of 
Jericho and the presence of a 
Palestinian policeman on the 
King Hussein Bridge linking 
Jordan and the West Bank, as 
well as any last-minute hitches. 

Dr. Shaath said the 9,000- 
strong Palestinian police force 
was “ready to go” moving into 
the areas to replace Israeli 
troops, as the PLO had re- 
ceived "detailed news about 
the Israeli withdrawal." 


Unemployment jump 
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In a report released Mon- 
day, the U.N. organisation 
• said the job crisis could jeopar- 
dise peace in the region unless 
urgent measures are taken. 

The ILO said unemploy- 
ment already stands at 25 per 
cent in the territories overall. 
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to keep pace with the 4.5 per 
cent yearly population growth 
rate. The figures do not 
account for an estimated 
500,000 Palestinians expected 
to return by the end of the 
century. 

The report warned against 
"a sudden interruption of the 
level of unemployment relief 
currently provided by the un- 
employment relief work prog- 
ramme carried out under the 
the auspices of the civil admi- 
nistration (the Israeli author- 
ities)." 

The ILO said a cutoff of 
such benefits “would be de- 
trimental to the social stability 
required to facilitate a smooth 
transition to a Palestinian au- 
thority." 

The group called for an 
emergency job training prog- 
ramme to increase the skills of 
former political prisoners, 
covering at least 12,000 of the 
neediest. 

In addition, it called for a 
small-enterprise development 
programme and the establish- 
ment of a department of labour 
and social affairs in the terri- 
tories. 

The report underscored the 
strong dependence of the terri- 
tories on Israel. 


Egypt was preparing to wel- 
come 2 y500 guests including 
foreign ministers from 35 coun- 
tries to attend the signing cere- 
mony scheduled for 11:00 a.m. 
(0800 GMT) on Wednesday in 
a Chinese-bnilt conference 
centre in a northeast suburb, 
the Egyptian press said. 

Mr. Arafat told the press the 
two sides had agreed to sign 
the deal on May 4, because it is 
the birthday of Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak and they 
wanted to honour his efforts in 
bringing about the accord. 

Jibril A1 Rujoub, an advisor 
to Mr. Arafat on the occupied 
territories, said Israel would 
free 1,000 Palestinian prisoners 
and let home 40 to 50 depor- 
tees on the day of the signing. 

The prisoners will be the 
first of 5,000 Israel has agreed 
to release in the first tvyo weeks 

(Continued on page 2) * 

Doha talks 
open today 

DOHA (AP) — Delegations 
from more than 40 countries, 
including Israel, held informal 
discussions Monday ahead of a 
conference aimed at laying 
plans for arms control and re- 
gional security in the Middle 
East once peace is established. 

The formal conference will 
be opened on Tuesday by 
Foreign Ministry Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Jassem Ben Jaber 
A1 Thani, the official Qatari 
News Agency said. It said 
Monday’s gathering discussed 
the agenda, but provided no 
further details. 

This will be the fifth meeting 
of the aims control and secur- 
ity committee, one of five 
multilateral groups that bran- 
ched off the Middle East peace 
process begun in Madrid in 
October 1991. The four other 
groups are concerned with wa- 
ter, refugees, environment and 
economic development. 

It was the first time the arms 
group convened outside the 
United States or Russia, which 
are co-sponsors of the peace 
effort. 

Israel's defence ministry 
director-general David Ivri. 
who heads the Israeli delega- 
tion, said he felt Wednesday's 
signing in Cairo of a Palesti- 
nian autonomy accord would 
influence the meeting. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
on Monday marked the 41st 
anniversary of His Majesty 
King Hussein's assumption of 
his constitutional powers. No 
ceremonies were held be- 
cause of the death of Her 
Majesty Queen Zein Al Shar- 
af. the Queen Mother, last 
week. 

Born in Amman in 1935, 
King Hussein was brought up 
under the care of his grand- 
father, the late King Abdul- 
lah Ben Al Hussein, who 
founded the Hashemite King- 
dom of Jordan, and his 
father, the late King Tala! 
Ben Abdullah and his 
mother, the late Queen Zein. 
The King acceded to the 
Throne in 1952 when he was 
17 years, but assumed his 
constitutional powers in the 
following year. 

He led Jordan through 
enormous difficulties towards 
development. 


Jordan will not attend 
autonomy signing 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan will not 
attend the signing in Cairo on 
Wednesday of an agreement 
between the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) and 
Israel to implement Palestinian 
self-rule in the Israeli-occupied 
territories, officials said Mon- 
day. 

A senior Jordanian official 
told the Jordan Times that the 
Kingdom had “apologised and 
will not send anyone to the 
signing ceremony." 

Representatives of around 
40 countries are expected to 
attend the signing of the self- 
rule agreement by PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

The official, who asked for 
anonymity, would not elabo- 
rate on the reasons for Jor- 
dan’s absence from the Cairo 
ceremony, but analysts be- 
lieved it was to underline Jor- 
dan’s displeasure at the lack of 
coordination with the PLO. 

Other political sources, 
however, said they believed 
that the Jordanian decision was 
largely dictated by its declared 
policy of keeping a low profile 
in the Middle East peace nego- 
tiations until ihe Kingdom's 
demand for an end to the 
interception of Aqaba- bound 
ships is met. 

But other sources also main- 
tain that Jordan is “displeased 
at being marginalised in the 
Palestinian-Israeli negotia- 
tions, and some of the points in 
the agreement have Lmplica- . 
dons on Jordan without its 
taking part in any of the deci- 
sions reached." 

After Israel and the PLO 
signed the Declaration of Prin- 
ciples on the White House 
lawn Sept. 13, King Hussein 
had said the Kingdom ’‘will not 
be party to an agreement in- 


volving Jordan without having 
a role 1 * in the negotiations. 

Jordan has also often criti- 
cised the PLO for not coordi- 
nating its position with the 
Kingdom before reaching 
agreements with Isael. 

Jordan has abstained from 
an active role in the Middle 
East peace process untB die 
Kingdom’s demand for an end 
to the interception of Aqaba- 
bound vessels is satisfactorily 
met. 

This week, the Kingdom 
sent a lone observer to die 
multilateral working group on 
disarmament in Qatar and ear- 
lier this month Jordan sent 
only an observer to a meeting 
of the multilateral working 
group on water in Oman. 

U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher, after a meet- 
ing with King Hussein in Lon- 
don last Monday, announced 
that “subject to fine-tuning” 
Washington has accepted a 
Jordanian proposal under 
which Lloyds Register in Lon- 
don will be in charge of a 
sanction-verification regime at 
Aqaba port. 

Information Minister Jawad 
Al Anani told the Jordan 
Times then that despite the 
fact that Washington’s accept- 
ance "removed a major obsta- 
cle” from the way of renewed 
Jordanian participating in 
negotiations, the Kingdom was 
awaiting final agreement and 
implementation of the Aqaba 
arrangement before assuming 
its role in the talks. 

Other senior officials have 
since then said that the King- 
dom needs to be reassured that 
its sovereignty and territorial 
integrity would not be brought 
into question in any proposed ■ 
modality for the sanctions- 
verificanons procedures. 

They said Jordan had certain 

(Qmtiuned on page 9) 


Despite his young age at 
the time of assuming power, 
the King's dear vision, far- 
sightedness and long-term 
strategies enabled him to 
realise a number of ambitious 
development projects which 
brought Jordan to the fore- 
front of developing countries. 

At the national level Jor- 
dan's achievements under the 
King's leadership were enor- 
mous. 

In the field of education, 
the number of schools has 
risen from 487 in 3953 to 
more than 4,000. The num- 
ber of teachers also rose from 
2,378 to more than 52,000. 
The number of universities 
and higher education insti- 
tutes has risen from zero to 
13 universities and 61 com- 
munity colleges. 

In the area of health, Jor- 
dan has doubled the number 
of hospitals. From a modest 
10 hospitals with 663 ' beds. 


4 Israeli 
soldiers 
wounded 
in Gaza 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Palestinians opened 
fire on an army patrol in die 
occupied Gaza Strip Monday, 
shooting two soldiers and in- 
juring two others when their 
jeep turned over, the army 
said. 

No one was Itified in the 
incident, but it took on added 
significance coming just two 
days before the expected sign- 
ing of the Isxael-Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
agreement to implement 
Palestinian self-rule in Gaza 
and the West Bank area of 
Jericho. 

Deputy Defence Minister 
Mordechai Gut said the vio- 
lence would not deter the gov- 
ernment from its peace plans 
and added that forces would be 
concentrated in the area to 
apprehend the gunmen. 

Mr. Gut noted that negotia- 
tions to extend autonomy after 
Gaza-Jerkho depended cm the 
success of the Palestinians in 
warding off future violence. 

“If the Palestinian side does 
not fill its side of the agree- 
ment, we are free to decide 
how we see the rest of the 
process and which steps we 
should take in order to assure 
the exis t ence., . of the state and 
the security of die residents,” 
Mr. Gut told army radio. 

The army was on alert in 
Gaza to ward off attacks laun- 
ched to torpedo the signing 
Wednesday of the agreement 
to implement autonomy, Israel 
Radio in Arabic said. 

The Palestinians shot at the 
soldiers from a two-storey 
house inside the Gaza Strip 
town of Khan Yunis, near the 
the Jewish settlement of Ganei 

(Continued oa page 9) 


Jordan now has 20 hospitals 
with more than 3,000 beds. 
The number of doctors at the 
Ministry of Health has also 
increased from 52 doctors to 
more than 2,300, in addition 
to hundreds of dentists, 
pharmacists, nufses, and 
midwives. . 

In 1950, Jordan had 895 
kilometres of roads, but now 
it has about 7,000 kilometres, 
in addition to 7,000 
kilometres of agricultural 
roads. 

Similar remarkable 
achievements are also seen in 
bousing and soda] develop- 
ment. 

King Hussein has paid spe- 
cial attention to the Armed 
Forces and equipped them 
with the most up-to-date 
weapons to defend the na- 
tion. 

The Jordanian army is now 
contributing to maintaining 


international peace and 
security in different parts of 
the world. 

At the pan-Arab level, the 
King has always stood by 
Arab causes and has sought 
to unite Arab ranks and en- 
sure Arab solidarity. 

Ever since he assumed his 
constitutional powers, the 
Palestine question has re- 
mained the King’s major 
preoccupation. The King has 
spared no effort to defend the 
legitimate Palestinian rights 
and has supported the Pales- 
tine cause at the various in- 
ternational fora. King Hus- 
sein has believed in and 
worked for safeguarding the 
Arab identity of Jerusalem. 
The King also spared no 
effort to heal inter- Arab rifts. 
He had provided support to 
Arab brethren in Algeria. 
Yemen. Iraq, Lebanon, 
Sudan and Palestine. 


Israel and Syria 
in ‘serious’ phasi 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — The 
United States and Israel on 
Monday said peace efforts with 
Syria have entered a serious 
phase as Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher brought 
reaction from Damascus to the 
latest initiative. 

“The efforts 'to reach peace 
between Israel and Syria are 
very serious,” Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres said Monday. 

But be called for time to 
consider Syria’s reaction to the 
proposals that Mr. Christopher 
put to President Hafez Al 
Assad over the weekend. 

Mr. Christopher added: 
“The negotiations have 
readied a new and different 
substantive level. The parties 
are seriously engaged in sub- 
stantive discussions. 

“It is significant that the par- 
ties are now talking on a 

comprehensive range of issues 
and those discussions will con- 
tinue.” 

According to official sources 
in Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s office, progress has 
been made. 

“For the first time Syria has 
not totally rejected Israeli 
proposals but has declared 
readiness to take into account 
Israel’s security needs,” the 
sources said. 

Mr. Christopher refused to 
answer when asked if Syria 
rejected Israel’s peace pack- 
age. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa said Sunday: 
“Syria does not accept a peace 
in stages with Israel and is 
committed to a total withdraw- 
al from Arab occupied land.” 

But be left the door open for 
negotiations. “We have asked 
many questions on the propos- 
als and these are substantive 
questions that the Israeli side 
must give an answer to," Mr. 
Sharaa said. 


Mr. Rabin has offered to 
return three of five Draze vil- 
lages on the plateau as a first 
stage in a three-step withdraw- 
al over five-eight years, offi- 
cials said. But the score of the 
withdrawal plan remains a sec- 
ret. 

“The negotiations are only 
beginning and any leaks on the 
Israeli proposals can only do us 
harm,” Nfa. Rabin said. 

“We did not give any (with- 
drawal) maps to Christopher 
and certainly no map showing 
the last fine to which we intend 
to poll back,” Mr. Rabin told 
his Labour Party. 

Syria has demanded the re- 
turn of all the Heights seized in 
the 1967 Middle East war. 

Mr. Rabin spelled out the 
strategic importance of peace 
with Damascus after talks and 
lunch with Mr. Christopher. 

“I want to be sure that we 
have done everything we can 
to prevent the negotiations 
with Syria from bogging 
down,” he said. “I don’t say 
that failure means immediate 
war but I know what failure 
can bring." 

“I do not want to see in the 
future a strategic alliance be- 
tween Baghdad, Tehran and 
Damascus. We -have to avoid 
that,” he warned. 

“After five years of Palesti- 
nian autonomy, the Palesti- 
nians will no longer be a threat 
to Israel, the Syrians still will 0 
be if we do not make peace." 

Mr. Rabin dismissed belief 
in the strategic value of settle- 
ments as an “anachronism.” 

“During the 1973 war every- 
one knows that on the Golan 
what counted was the number 
of tanks and not the number of 
-settlements," he said. 

Heated opposition to Mr. 
Rabin’s conciliatory approach 

(Continued on page 9) 


Military build-up reported in northern Bosnia 


SARAJEVO (R) -- Tension 
increased in northern Bosnia 
on Monday with Muslim and 
Serb media reporting a military 
build-up near the strategically 
vital Serb-held town of Brcko. 

Muslim-controlled Sarajevo 
Radio said Serb forces were 
moving equipment and men 
from Gorazde front, eastern 
Bosnia, to Brcko, in what it 
said was the “strongest concen- 
tration of combat potential 
since the beginning of the 
war.” 

Bosnian Serb radio reported 
Muslim forces massing outside 
the northern Muslim stron- 
ghold of Tuzla, some 50 
kilometres southwest of Brcko. 

Commander Eric Chaperon, 
the U.N. Protection Force 
(UNPROFOR) Spokesman in 
Sarajevo, acknowledged the 
reports of a build-up, echoing 
information from U.S. intelli- 
gence sources last week, but 
said the area was calm for the 
moment. 

Backo forms a bottleneck on 




a “corridor” land route linking 
Serb-held lands in Bosnia and 
Croatia to Serbia proper. 

The 70 per cent of Bosnian 
territory the Serbs now hold 
resembles a horseshoe and at 
one point, near Brcko, it is 
only five kilometres wide. 

The reported military build- 
up followed the first use by 
UNPROFOR of its most lethal 
military equipment against 
attacking Bosnian Serb forces 
in Kalesija near Tuzla. 

Bosnian Serbs said they suf- 
fered nine dead and four 
wounded after eight German- 
built Leopard tanks belonging 
to a Danish UNPROFOR con- 
tingent responded to a Serb 
attack on Friday by firing 71 
shells. 

Mr. Chaperon told a news 
conference the east Bosnian 
town of Gorazde was still tense 
and there bad been firefights 
on Sunday between Serb and 
Muslim forces on the edge of a 
three-kilometre exclusion zone 
around the Muslim enclave. 


A North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) ultima- 
tum threatening air strikes 
helped to end a Serb siege 
there last weekend. The Serbs 
were ordered to withdraw their 
infantry from a ihreeJdlometre 
zone around Gorazde and pull 
their heavy weapons back 20 
kilometres. 

“The situation is tense but 
currently within the scope of 
UNPROFOR forces in the 
town,” Mr. Chaperon said. 

“There have been several 
firefights but no resumption of 
foil-scale hostilities, nor an in- 
dication that such is probable.” 
Mr. Chaperon said there were 
about 100 mostly unarmed 
Serb policemen in or around 
the Gorazde three-kilometre 
zone. 

He reported three rounds of 
small arms fire over the U.N. 
base in Gorazde and said nine 
rounds were fired back. On 
Friday British peacekeepers 
monitoring the zone came 
under Serb fire. 


A convoy of 160 fresh Brit- 
ish troops sent to Gorazde to 
reinforce the 500 U.N. soldiers 
already there was still blocked 
by the Serbs at Rogatica want- 
ing to search all their personal 
be longings , Mr. Chaperon 
said. 

Sarajevo Radio reported on 
Monday that three shells hit 
the besieged Bosnian capital 
overnight and said a woman 
aged 22 died and four people 
were hurt by Serb shelling of 
Tuzla on Sunday; 

It said nearby Zavidoviri 
was shelled by the Serbs and 
accused the Bosnian Serb army 
of launching a new offensive 
against government forces 
around Doboj and Tesanj, 
both in northern Bosnia. 

The Yugoslav news agency 
Tanjug reported four Serb civi- 
lians lolled and an unspecified 
number wounded on the 
Orthodox Christian Easter 
Sunday by Muslim artillery 
shells falling on the centre and 


suburbs of Doboj. 

Mr. Chaperon said the 
bodies of two dead American 
journalists would be removed 
on Monday from the mined 
area near Mostar in southern 
Bosnia where their car was 
blown up on Sunday. 

UNPROFOR named the 
journalists as Brian Brinton of 
Magnolia News and Francis 
Tomasic from U.S. pop culture 
magazine Spin. 

Mr. Chaperon said they 
were on a road which was 
known to be mined. “They 
should never have been on it " 
be said. 

A third American journalist 
named as William Volhnann’ 
also from Spin magazine, was’ 
slightly hurt, the spokesman 

SS? « a Spanish 

U.N. field hospital at Dracevo 
near Mostar. 


More than 40 journalists 
have been killed in former 
Yugoslavia while covering 
fighting which erupted in 1991 
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S. Arabia to ban Iranian rallies 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia 
will ban Iranian pilgrims from 
holding political rallies at this 
year’s Haj, the annual pil- 
grimage, Saudi Interior 
Minister Prince Nayef Ben 
Abdul Aziz said. 


official Saudi 



officially informed Iran that 
its pilgrims would not be 
allowed to hold rallies at the 
Haj, which reaches its dimax 
later this month. 

Asked about reports that 
the Iranians were planning 
rallies, Prince Nayef said: “I 
have heard of this and read 
about it... they said they will 
(bold rallies) and we say no 
they won’t. 

“They know it will not 
happen and they have been 
informed of this," SPA 
quoted him as saying. 

Tehran Radio had said on 
Ira- 
Saudi 
being told it was 



their duty to hold political 
rallies in defiance of a Saudi 
ban. 

It said Ayatollah Moham- 
mad Mohammadi Reyshahri, 
Iran’s top pilgrimage official, 
told the first batch of depart- 
ing pilgrims about the “im- 
portance of bolding the dis- 
avowal of the infidels rallies 
and stressed the need for 
pilgrims to take part in that 
Islamic activity.” 

Iran’s ruling clergy say that 
Haj would not be complete if 
Muslims were not allowed to 
express their anger towards 
what Iran sees as the enemies 
of Islam, mainl y the United 
States and Israel. 

Saudi Arabia's conserva- 
tive leaders ban any political 
activity during the Haj to 
holy sates in me Kingdom. 

Iranian pilgrims held a 

S ilitical rally at last year's 
aj but it was confined to a 
big tent inside their com- 
pound. There were no re- 
ports of trouble with the 
Saudi security forces then. 


Non-Arab Iran's criticism 
of Saudi Arabia's organisar 
tion of the Haj has often been 
at the centre of a stormy 
relationship between the two 
Gulf powers and led to a 
three-year break in diploma- 
tic ties wiiidi ended in 1991. 

More than ‘400 people, 
mostly Iranians, were killed 
when Saudi security forces 
dashed in the 1987Haj season 
with an Iranian-led rally, 
which was chanting death to 
America and Israel. 

The two states disagreed 
das year over Smiting the number- 
of Iranian pilgrims to a quota 
of around 60,000 while Iran 
insists on double that 
number. 

Saudi officials say they bad 
allowed Iran to send more 
than its share in the past 
three years as a goodwill ges- 
ture to make op for Iran’s 
boycott of the ritual when ties 
were severed and now insists 
on the 1988 quota system 
giving each country one pil- 
grim per every 1,000 Muslim 
citizens. 


Israel, PLO geared up for self-rule signing 


(Co nfirmed from page 1) 

of the process. 

Palestinian members of a 
joint PLO-Israeli security 
coordination and cooperation 
committee were leaving for 
Gaza on Monday. 

Addressing Israeli concerns 
that Palestinians were not 
ready to take over. Dr. Shaath 
said PLO officials would go 
into the territor ies Tuesday to 
coordi na te with Israeli officers 
and 1,000 police would be 
ready to deploy on Thursday. 
“I fed mat ev er yt hing is 
i at top speed towards 
of tins 

a greeme n t immediately after 
the signing on Wednesday,” 
Dr. Shaath told reporters. 

He said Palestinians to take 
charge of civil affairs would be 
flying to Cairo from various 
places and then would go into 
Gaza and the West Bank town 
of Jericho. 

"they will all start to flow in 
as soon as we sign,” he said. 
“If we are delayed a day or two 
it’s not a problem.” 

It has fatal more than six 
months for the negotiators to 
agre e on detiibt of the n Sepc 
13 accord rnfiing for 
Palestinian self-rule, 
the 


tiA 

The a g ree men t win end 
nearly 27 yens of occup&tkm 
in Gaza and Jericho, under 
the September accord signed m 
Washington, the two sides are 
to begm negoti a ti ng a final 
peace agree m e n t that win de- 
cide the f utur e of the rest of. 
the West Bank. 

Dr. Shaath said legal aspects 
of the agre emen t weredeared 
op Monday, meaning the key 
dispute on legal jurisdiction 
over lawbreakers arrested in 
Gaza and Jericho was settled. 
He gave no details, however. 

Some security questions re- 
main, but these could be set- 
tled quickly. Dr. Shaath said. 
He said the agr eemen t on re- 
lease of Palestinian prison eg 
was not yet written down but 
"it’s finished, it’s afl speed.” 

The chief Israeli d el e gate . 


Major General Amnon Sha- 
ll ak, returned to Israel at 
midaftemoon to brief Mr. 
Rabin, but sources said he 
could return as early as Mon- 
day night. 

Egypt announced tint UJS. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher and Raman Fore- 
ign Minister Andrei Kozyrev 
wiH deliver q m dm at the 
rigning ce rem o ny as repre- 
sentatives of foe sp onsors of 
overall Mideart peace talks. 

On Sonday, both foe PLO 
Executive Committee and 
hracTs cabinet ap pro v ed sign- 
ing foe a greemen t. 

The PLO said a 25-member 
national council has been 
named to govern the self-rule 
zones. It will be headed by Mr. 
Arafat and include 12 mem- 
bers from the occupied terri- 
tories and 12 from outride. 

Egypt’s Middle East News 
Agency said the members will 
include Dr. Shaath; Faisal 
Husseini, a leading Pale stinian 
from the territories; and In tsar 
A1 Wazir (Urn Jihad). 

Norwegian diplomat Terje 
Rocd Larsen, who is comfi- 
nating fund-raising efforts, said 
Monday that money “sufficient 
lo start,” has been rawed but 
that more It neede d to rover 
ists through foe 
year of a u tonomy . 

The PLO crtimatri it vrifl 

aed $20 eriKon for de p toy - 
m r n t a n d ope ra tio re m the tint 
■ add hin ua i $40 
r the next five 
i and <85 million a year 
after that. 

Last week, foe U.S. pre- 
sented the force with 24 jeeps, 
the fint of 200 jeeps and tracks 
the United Sta te s is donating 
from its st oc kpile in Europe. 
The vehicles and spare parts 
have a value of some $6 no- 
tion, American diplomats said. 

Russia, which cosponsors 
foe Middle East peace process 
with the United States, is pro- 
viding armoured vehicles. 

The Norwegians have sent 

pota, is pur- 
chasing navy trousers and bfoe 
starts far foe force in Egypt. 

Spain is und erwritin g the 


police ronttnanications system, 
the United Kiti gri n m is MmSwg 
anti-riot equipment, Germany 
wiD donate a police academy 


$10 

the European 
feed $11 million in 
equipment. 


for police bousing, 
union has i 


Ghosheh’s 
front urges 
Arafat not to 
sign accord 

TUNIS (R) — A Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) faction which has been 
supporting Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat urged him on 
Monday not to sign the self- 
rule deal with Israel expected 
fois week. 

The Palestine Popular Strug- 
gle Front (PPSF), called for 
urgent meetings of the PLO 
executive, on which it is repre- 
sented by its leader Samir 
Gbosheh, and the hq^r Pales- 
tine Centra] C ouncil . 

“We in the PPSF ... warn 
the FLO leadership to not sub- 
mit to any pressure in order to 
make it sign the draft agree- 
ment,” it said in a statement. 

“Its breaches and defects 
constitute a dangerous threat 
to the future of Gfu national 
straggle and to the remnants of 
Palestinian national unity with- 
in the PLO.” 

Yasser Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minster Yitzhak Rabin 
plan to meet in Cairo on Tues- 
day to settle remaining issues 
with the aim of signing tile deal 
on Wednesday. 

The Palestine Central Coun- 
cil last met in November to 
a declaration of prin- 


ciples signed by Israel and the 
PLOh 


ber. 


i in Washington in Septem- 


The Jordanian Ranch M edical Association 
offer their heartfelt condolences to: 



for the sad loss of 

Her Majesty Queen Zeln Al Sharaf 


Mandela claims poll victory 


(Continued from page I) 

friendship and in coopera- 
tion.” 

“I never thought I would see 

this happen, to see this man 

go,” said one mixed-race 
woman, crying bitterly. 

The mood at ANC election 
headquarters in foe Cartoon 
Hotel in downtown Johannes- 
burg was far more upbeat. Mr. 
Mandela, wearing a dark suit, 
danced on stay as h un dreds of 
sup porters joined a choir in 
singing God Bless Africa. 

“litis is one of foe most 
important moments in foe fife 
of our country,” he said. 

“Now is the tmie for celebra- 
tion, for Soofo Africans to join 
t i yt hi j to celebrate foe birth 
of democracy.” 

The new pautiament is to 
co n v en e in Cape Town on Fri- 
day to elect the president, set- 
ting the stage for Mr. Mandela 
to replace Mr. De Klerk as 
bead of state at a formal inau- 
guration attending by internar 
(kraal cfigmtarics May 20. Mir. 
De Klerk is expected to serve 
as one of two vice presidents. 

“During the past four years, 
we have proved that we can 
work together,” Mr. De Klerk 


said, referring to the rela- 
tionship he has nurtured with 
Mr. Mandela since freeing him 
from prison four years ago. 

“Despite our differences, 
our relationship has become a 
symbol of foe ability of South 
Africans from widely different 
backgrounds to cooperate in 
the national interest. This spir- 
it will be essential to die suc- 
cess of the government of 
national unity. 

Mr. De Kfcxfc, die product 
of a traditional Afrikaner fami- 
ly, took office in 1989 and was 
expected to continue the hard- 
line policies of his predecessor. 
P.W.’ Botha. -But- he shocked 
.foe world by^announdng die 
imminent end of apartheid, 
and in February 1990 he freed 
Mr. Mandela from a life prison 
term for opposing apartheid. 

Within months the two men 
had launched negotiations that 
led to a new constitution 
guaranteeing equal rights' for 
blacks and Mutes and clearing 
the way for all-race elections. 

Voting took place in a mood 
of national euphoria over four 
days last week, and the final 
results from a slow-moving 
vote" count were expected 
sometime Tuesday. 


Palestinians welcome eased rules 


(Continued from page 10) 

make it easier for Palestinian 
tivetibood,” he fold the Jor- 
dan Times as he was on Ins 
way back home. “Jordan pro- 
vides the tifetine for our pco- ■ 
pie.” 

Mr. Shawa said that there 
was no reason for Jordanians 
to fear that foe relaxation of 
travel into the Kingdom 
meant that large waves of 
P a l estinians would flock into 
the country seeking employ- 
ment mid fleein g difficult 
cond it ions in the 
territories. 

re will not leave the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip,” 
he said. 

Some Jordanians who 
advocated hmitzng die num- 
ber of Palestinians travelling 
into Jordan from the occu- 
pied territories said they 
feared massive waves of 
Palestinian migration if Jor- 


dan did not impose stricter 


Zalti Abu Yousef, a 23- 
year-old student at Bir Zeit 
Unive r s i ty in the West Bank, 
said that Palestinians would 
not leave their homes and 
businesses to come and settle 
in the East Bank. 

However, he told the Jor- 
dan Times as be waited for 
passport clearance at the 
arrival terminal, the new re- 
laxed measures would im- 
Patest in ian businesses 
dealing with Jor- 
dan. 

“It will become easier to 
travel between the West and 
East Bank and will be highly 
beneficial for our 
bu sin esses,” said Mr. Abu 
Yousef, whose family busi- 
ness in the West Bank town 
of Ramallah includes import, 
and export of electrical 
equipment. 



Druze await handover of Golan 



By Nefl Macfarquhar 

The Associated Press 

MAJDEL SHAMS, Golan 
Heights — Noomldin AJ Mirai 
pointed at the white lilies 
spreading across the summit of 
Mount Hennon, long the 
Golan Heights’ crown jewel in 
the wars between Israel and 
Syria. 

“All my life I have never 
seen such flowers on the moun- 
tain. Maybe it is an omen that 
peace is coming,” the 48-year- 
old Druze farmer said Sunday. 

The government of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin is 
offering Syria a staged with- 
drawal from the strategic 
plateau, to take between five 
and eight years, Israeli officials 
said. 

The first stage would include 
handing back at least three of 
the five villages that are home 
to over 17,000 Druze, a secre- 
tive offshoot of Islam whose 
adherents live in the mountains 
linking Syria, Israel and 
Lebanon. 

The many Druze who want 
to regain their Syrian 
citizenship think the return of 
the Golan in stages is too slow. 
They are counting on Syrian 
President Hafez AJ Assad to 
reject the plan in talks with 
U.S. Secretmy of State Warren 
Christopher. Mr. Quistopher 
was due to deliver the Syrian 


answer to Mr. Rabin on 
Monday. 

“If the Israeli government 
thinks they are dealing with the 
Palestinians, with (Yasser) 
Arafat, they are wrong," said 
bookshop owner Samih 
Ayoub, mocking the self-rule 
plan accepted by the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leader for leaving the 
full control of the West Bank 


binge 
s. The 


and Gaza binged to future 
>oti 

& want it all back. 


plan is due 
this week. 


negotiations, me 
to go into effect 

Mr. 

Ayoub added. 

Villagers have been express- 
ing their anger with anyone 
who questions returning to Sy- 
rian control, especially mayors 
and other officials appointed 
by Israel. 

Majdal Shams Mayor Salim, 
Shufi was chased away from a 
funeral over the weekend and 
■someone threw a rock at city . 
hall, shattering a window. 
Graffiti on the village walls 
reads “Death to collabor- 
ators.” 

Mr. Shufi did not want to 
comment on the issue. 

But in Israel proper a Druze 
leader said he thought about 
300 families who had taken 
Israeli passports would want to 
come down from die Heights, 
suggesting that the government 
either buud a special village for 
them in the north of the coun- 


try or build bouses in Druze 
villages there. 

“But there has to be a way 
for them to remain in touchwith 
relatives who stay in the 
Golan,” Yousef Nasreldin 
from the Israeli Druze town of 
Daliyat Al Karmel told Israel 
Radio. 

There has been compara- 
tively little violence on the 
‘Golan since Israel seized it in 
1967 and “annexed” it in 1981. 
Residents occasionally raise 
Syrian flags and demonstrate 
against accepting Israeli identi- 
fication cards, but there are 
none of the violent clashes like 
those in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Like the Palestinians, Druze 
served as cbeap labour to build 
most of the 32 Jewish settle- 
ments on the Golan. Mr. 
Rabin said last month settle- 
ments would have to be dis- : 
mantled for peace. 

The Druze see the prosper- 
ity of the Israeli farming com- 
munities and think they can 
duplicate it once they are no 
longer under the restrictions of 
Israeli occupation that dictates 
what crops they can grow and 
where they can sell them. They 
have also become expert con- 
tractors. 

Privately some Druze in the 
village admit that they worry 
about how many democratic 
rights they will have under an 


Assad regime* but they will not 
express it, dting possible prbb-' 
lems for relatives living under 
Syrian control. 

No one wants to predict 
when peace might happen. 
They also admit their opinions 
on bow the peace plan should 
be negotiated weigh little on 
either side. 

The 13,000 Israelis that live 
on thp Golan Heights have a 
similar concern , launching a 
series of demonstrations on 
Sunday that they hope will 
convince the public to force the 
government to give up the idea 
of ceding the heights. 

The (1,110 square 
kilometre) plateau, about 20 
kilometres wide, dominates 
northern Israel, indudrag some of 
the country’s most important 
water resources. Syria was able 
to shell communities with- im- 
punity before 1967, and more 
than 1,000 soldiers were Iqit 
fighting there. w 

“The Israelis may be willing 
to offer Majdal Shams first, 
but the Syrians want the whole 
Golan first,” Mayor Sammy 
Bar-Lev, “mayor” of the largest 
town, Katzrin, told about 100 
demonstrators who burned 
tires and chained themselves 
across the road Sunday at one 
of the narrow bridges crossing 
the Jordan River. 

“And that will not be 
enough either,” he said. 


Israel sets up forts on new Gaza 


GUSH KATUF, occupied 
Gaza Strip (AP) — Bracing for 
Palestinian autonomy, Israel’s 
army has completed a ring of 
13 small outposts around this 
Jewish enclave of 5,000 settlers 
in the Gaza Strip. 

Sniping has already started, 
and Captain Aviv is preparing 
to defend against Palestinian 
attacks be believes will come 
once the euphoria of self-rule 
wears off. 

“Everyone hears about the 
quiet before a storm. That's 
what its like now,” he said. 

The army has pulled back to 
a new front tine — the coils of 
barbed wire that protect the 12 
Jewish settlements in the Gush 
Katif enclave. There are 
another four Jewish settle- 
ments outside the enclave. 

If all goes according to plan. 
Israel’s army will hand off to 
the Palestinian police within 
days and end its patrols of 
Palestinian refugee camps and 
towns that frequently pro- 
voked bloody clashes with 
Palestinians. 


Paratroopers already hold 
the line of outposts — circular 
ramparts with concrete pill 
boxes, canvas tents and a water 
tower serving as the buffer 
between the 800,000 Palesti- 
nians and the tiny Jewish com- 
munity in Gaza. 

“What happens here will de- 
termine whether or not this 
peace deal will work and if it 
will continue,” said Lieutenant 
David Remez. 

Lt. Remez worried most ab- 
out the 6,000 Arabs, mostly 
bedouin farmers, who live in 
the Jewish enclave. Eventual- 
ly. they will be under an 
Israeli- Palestinian control. Lt. 
Remez fears they may harbour 
anti-Israeli guerrillas. 

Soldiers and commanders 
alike prefer their new role of 
guarding Jewish settlements to 
chasing young Palestinian 
stonethrowers through the 
streets of Gaza. 

Shai Shabtai, guarding a 
nursery school in the settle- 
ment of Neve DekaJim. said 
his mission was a lot clearer 


than it had been when be was 
patrolling the streets of the 
Rafah refugee camp. 

“This time we are among 
Jews. It explains why we are 
here. You live among the set- 
tlers and that makes it easier,” 
he said. 

But speaking privately, the 
dislike the soldiers harbour to- 
wards the settlers is blunt. 
“They’re a pain in the butt,” 
grumbled one soldier. 

Another complained that 
the cost of protecting so few 
Israelis was enormous. At the 
Tel Katifa settlement, four sol- 
diers guard six Israeli adults 
and two children who built 
three cement block buildings 
near the beach. 

The soldiers noted settlers 
and soldiers came to blows 
after a stabbing attack in Neve 
Dekahm last week, when two 
Palestinians stabbed an Israeli 
woman and then were set upon 
by vengeance-seeking settlers. 
Fistfights broke out when a 
colonel tried to shield one of 
the Palestinians, who was shot 


and beaten and later di 
The soldiers also ha 
guard against clashes be 
settlers and Palestinian p 
The potential for sue! 
flict was seen at Neve 
katim’s 10-year anniw 
celebration last week, < 
high school students ’ sj 
H ebrew rap song that ati 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 1 
and the autonomy plan. 

At Capt. Aviv’s or 
overlooking the Khan 
refugee camp, soldiers 
trying out a new volleybai 
A cry went up as th< 
□rifted over the earthen) 
part and down into 
perimetre fence, fully exi 
to sniper fire. One si 
stood guard as ano 
suthered down the dur 
fetch the ball and scami 
back. 1 

'It’s ok, they usually 
snoot at dawn or at dusk ' 
Lt- Remez. “ft’s not 

S™ lvs ’ Tfce y mostly 
shoot and run. But it’s 
nsky. 
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King receives condolences 


AMMAN (J.T.) - His 
Mfjerty King 1 Hussein re- 
craved a cable of condolences 
nrom South Korean President 
K*m Young Sam over the 
Posing of Queen Zero A1 
SParaf, the Queen Mother, 
who died at the age of 78 on 
April 26. 

Kin g Hussein received 
pore cables of condolences 
from heads of state and poli- 
tical figures in Arab and fore- 
igu countries Sunday and 
Monday. The cables were 
sent by Senegalese President 
Abdo Diouf, Eritrean Presi- 
dent Assaias Afwerki, Portu- 


guese President Mario 
Soares, Congo Prime Minis- 
ter Pascal Lissouba, Syrian 
Prime Minister Mahmoud A1 
Z“W. United Arab Emirates 
Defence Minister Sheikh 
Mohammad Ben Rushed A1 
Malnonm, Sheikh Moham- 
mad Ben Hamad AJ Thani, 
Sheikh Sultan Ben Hassan A1 
Thani - , Egyptian writer 
Mohammad Hassanain Heik- 
al. Pope Shnouda IH of Alex- 
andria, former speaker of the 
Lebanese parliament Kamel 
A1 Asaad, Mother Theresa, 
Saudi Prince Sultan Ben 
Abdul Aziz A1 Saoud, the 


son of the Bahraini crown 
prince. Sheikh Salman Ben 
Hamad Ben Issa Al Khalifah, 
former Sudanese president 
Abdul Rahman Swarelda- 
hab, Bahraini Monetary Cor- 
poration Director Sheikh 
Khaled Ben Salmen AJ Kha- 
lifah, Secretary General of 
the Arab Thought Forum 
(ATF) Ali Omni I, head of 
the Syrian Druzc sea Ahmad 
Al Hajri, Omani Labour 
Minister Ahmad Ben 
Mohammad Al Aisa'i, and 
Lebanese Minister of State 
for Parliamentary Affairs 
Anwar A! Khalil. 


House reconsiders articles 
in draft sales tax law 


Palestinians queue up to reclaim documents 

New travel regulations welcomed with ‘great relief 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Low- 
er House of Parliament Mon- 
day reconsidered Article 5 and 
6 of the sales tax draft law, 
which it endorsed last week, 
with a view to correcting a 
legal wrangle arising from vot- 
ing down the Financial Com- 
mittee's recommendation to 
amend Item B of Article 6 to 
have items exempted from the 
tax included in the law. 

Item B of Article 6 as pre- 
sented by the government and 


approved by the House last 
week does not refer to any lists 
attached to the law and gives 
the government the right to 
specify the exempted items 
through regulations, thus con- 
tradicting Article 5 of the draft 
law which imposes taxes on 
goods and services except 
those exempted by the lists 
attached to the draft law. 

After a lengthy debate on 
the two articles, involving many 


deputies, the House endorsed 
both articles as recommended 
by its Financial Committee. 

The committee recom- 
mended that lists should be 
part of the law and not be 
governed by a special regula- 
tion. 

The House also endorsed 
Article 7, 8. 10, 11 and 12 of 
the draft law. 

The House will continue de- 
bate of other articles today. 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Tens of eager 
Palestinians queued outside 
the Department of Control 
and Inspection (DCI) to re- 
claim their documents which 
were previously seized by the 
department to guarantee 
their return to the West 
Bank, following an 
announcement by Minister of 
Interior Salameh Hammad 
easing restrictions on the en- 
try of Palestinians to Jordan. 

“Things have become 
much easier for both visitors 
and residents,’* said one 
Palestinian who was waiting 
to take his passport from the 
DO. 

Under the new regulations, 
travellers coming to Jordan 
across the bridges on the 
Jordan River will not have 
their documents impounded 
provided they hold open or 


restricted Israeli permits. 

According to the previous 
regulations, entry into the 
Kingdom was only possible if 
visitors obtained permits 
from the Department and 
these permits were valid for 
only one month. 

In addition, Palestinian 
visitors' documents were held 
by the DCT to ensure that 
these visitors did not remain 
in the country longer than the 
one month permitted. 

“Now we can stay here for 
as long as we wish, thanks to 
Jordanians' generosity, for 
which we are really grateful 
said Ahmad, who told the 
Jordan Times that he had 
been returned to the West 
Bank last year by the Control 
and Inspection Department 
because he stayed in the 
Kingdom for more than one 
month. “Now, I do not even 
have to worry about technical 
details; I can come and go as 


I please," he added. 

The new regulations stipu- 
late that people aged 26 to 36 
will be allowed into the King- 
dom as long as they hold, 
open Israeli permits for 
travel, and will be permitted 
to stay for as long they like 
provided they retain valid re- 
turn permits. 

One Palestinian woman 
told the Jordan Times that 
she was enrolling her 9-year- 
old son in a school in Am- 
man, saying that the boy had 
for a long time wanted to go 
to the same school as his 
cousins. “It is a dream come 
true for my son," she added. 

Under the new regulations, 
which became effective May 
1, 1994. students from the 
occupied West Bank will be 
allowed to enter Jordanian 
schools if one of their parents 
does not have a family reun- 
ion permit from the Israeli 
authorities. Snide ms whose 


parents carry the yellow per- 
mit cards, documents held by 
Palestinians who reside in 
Jordan, can join any school in 
the Kingdom. 

Previous regulations did 
not enable Palestinian resi- 
dents who do not carry a 
Jordanian passport to enroll 
in the Kingdom's schools. 

Officials at the Ministry of 
Interior have described the 
new set of regulations as a 
complete turn over which 
gives Palestinians, residents 
of Jordan as well those who 
are visitors, unrestricted free- 
doms. 

Regulations also give 
Palestinians the chance to re- 
new their reunion permits 
annually from Jordan as 
opposed to the old regula- 
tions by which reunion per- 
mits were only obtained from 
the West Bank. 

These new regulations will 
facilitate procedures for 


Palestinian residents in the 
country as well as for Palesti- 
nian visitors, in terms of 
obtaining official permits 
from the Jordanian author- 
ities. 

They also secure schooling 
for many Palestinian students 
who previously have been de- 
nied access to academic in- 
stitutions in the country. 

A senior Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) offi- 
cial, who did not wish to be 
named, told the Jordan 
Times Monday that the news 
regulations have been re- 
ceived by Palestinian leaders 
, as well as West Bankers with | 
" a sense of “great relief." He j 
added that This "move" will 
enhance the “special brother- 
ly" relations between the 
Palestinians and Jordanians, 
which in turn, will have a 
positive effect on shaping the 
two countries' relations in the 
present progressive stage. 


Experts to review 
nautical charting 


Fatal Madaba road collision 
under investigatioan — police 


By Rana Hussein! 
Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Fifteen survivors 
of a fatal bus collision that 
claimed the lives of ten people 
Snnday on the Amman- 
Madaba road, were listed in 
fair to serious condition Mon- 
day. Some accident victims 
were transferred to King Hus- 
sein Medical Centre in Am- 
man, hospital sources said. 

Minister of Interior Salameh 
Hammad, who Monday 
addressed a ceremony marking 
International Traffic Day, said 
“despite all efforts yesterday/ 
we were shocked by a tragic 
accident which claimed the 
lives of ten people and left 15 
more injuries." 

In a statement Sunday even- 
ing to Jordan Television 
(JTV), the minister attributed 
the accident to reckless driv- 


Statements by witnesses and 
victims, which are yet uncon- 
firmed by police, said the driv- 
er of a water tanker attempted 
to overtake a passenger vehicle 
on the two-lane road and met 
head-on with a public bus. The 
accident took place in the 
Manga area near Madaba. 

Two of the deceased who 
were brought to Madaba ’s 
Nadiin Hospital, have not yet 
been identified, hospital 
sources said. 

The bus driver, who sur- 
vived the crash, and another 
passenger were transferred 
from Nadhn Hospital to King 
Hussein Medical Centre. 

A Public Security Depart- 


ment (PSD) official in Amman 
said Madaba police were still 
investigating the accident. 

The dead include: Suleiman 
M. Salayteh (50), Mahmoud 
Jobeili (SO), Taleb MisJeh (35), 
Abdul Aziz Ahmad, Awatef 
Mahmoud, Samar Hmoud and 
four others, including the two 
women and one child who have 
not been identified. 

According to officials at 
Bashir Hospital, three victims 
were admitted there on Sun- 
day; a six-year-old, Mariam 
Hassan, suffered a fractured 
arm and thigh and was listed in 
good condition. The other two 
patients were transferred to 
King Hussein Medical Centre. 

A Madaba MSitaiy Hospital 
official told the Jordan Times 
that most casualties admitted 
there were listed in fair condi- 
tion. He added that a 50-year- 
old man suffered internal 
bleeding and will undergo 
surgery today. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
instructed the Minister of In- 
terior and the PSD officials 
concerned to insure that the 
accident victims receive 
appropriate care, the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, reported. 

King Hussein and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san conveyed their condo- 
lences to the victims’ families, 
Petra reported. 

Stressing the importance of 
road safety, Mr. Hammad told 
the attendees of the Interna- 
tional Traffic Day ceremony 
that the number of road acci- 
dents in tbe Kingdom is in- 


creasing, and the death rate 
among road accident victims is 
15.8 to eveiy 10,000 motor 
vehicles, while in tbe indus- 
trialised countries it is 1.8 to 
every 10,000 vehicles. 

Petra recently reported that 
during the first three months of 
this year, a total of 6,842 road 
accidents occurred in Jordan, 
resulting in the death of 90 
people and injury to 2,844 
others. 

The Traffic Department, 
which released the numbers 
attributed most accidents to 
speeding and disobeying traffic 
rides and regulations. 

According to the • Depart- • 
ment of Statistics, -in lp93 road 
accidents took the lives of 440* 
people; 61.2 per cent of them 
were children under the age of 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Since most 
trade in the Western Asia re- 
gion is conducted through 
maritime transport, the Econo- 
mic and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA) is 
organising an expert group 
meeting with the aim of de- 
veloping and improving mari- 
time transport in the region, 
ESCWA said in a press release 
Monday. 

Jointly organised with the 
International Hydrographic 
Bureau (IHB), the ad hoc ex- 
pert group meeting on mari- 
time hydrographic surveying 
and nautical charting will take 
place in Amman and Aqaba 
between May 8 and 12. 

The opening and dosing ses- 
sions mil be held in dose 
cooperation with the Royal 
Jordanian Geographic Centre 
at the centre’s headquarters in 
Amman May 8 and 12. The 
technical meetings and live de- 
monstrations at sea will be held, 
in Aqaba May 9 to 11. • 

Several countries in the 
ESCWA region have been 
ranked among the lowest in the 



Agro-industrial 
exhibition to open 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian Union for Agricultural 
Materials, in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Agriculture, 
today opens an agro-industrial 
exhibition ax the International 
Fairs Centre in Amman. 

A ministr y statement said 
that the exhibition, in which 51 
companies will take part, will 
display fanning equipment and 
supplies such as chip irrigation 
systems, plastic covers, veter- 


inary medidnes and dairy pro- 
cessing products, in addition to 
fertilisers and pesticides. 

The six-day exhibition, 
which will be held under the 
theme ‘Technological develop- 
ment and public safety," aims 
at orienting the public on the 
different forms of technology 
used in agricultural production 
and guiding farmers in the 
proper and safe use of farm 
equipment. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILM 

& Film in Spanish entitled “Beffinebros” at the Spanish 
Cultural Centre on Monday at 6:30 (Tel 613077). 

LECTURE 

☆ Lecture in Arabic on Arab-capabifities after the collapse of 
the Soviet Union by Mr. Abdullah Al Ahmar, member of 
the Syrian National Progressive Front, at Abdul Hameed 

Foundation in Jabal A mm a n at 6:00 p-m. 

exhibitions 

☆ Art exhibition by live Egyptian artists at Daral Al Funun of 
the Abdul Hawwd Shown** Foundation in Jabal Luweib- 
deh. Abo showing “permanent” exhibition of 56 Arab 
contemporary artists (TeL 643251/2). 

"tt Exhibition by artist Mohammad Muhraddia at Ab'ad Ait 
Gallery. 

☆ Exhibition by artist Hefani EI-Touni at Baladna Art Gallery. 
(Tel. 687598). 

* Exhibition by artists Dr. All Ghoul, Hussein Da’seh, Adrian 
Al Sharif. Abdul HusemTaway, Salman Abbas, and Hafez 
il^blTorfali Art Gallery (Tel. 826932). 

* Jordarrian-Iraqi contemporary exMbjtioa by over 80 artists 

at Ain Art GaHery in Wadi Saqra (9*30 ajn-&00 p.m.) (TeL 
644451). 
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Invitation For Bids 
Salt Water & Waste Water Project 
Contracts 46/94/Cl/Central, 47/94/OJCentral, 

48/94/C3/Central and 49/94/C4/Central 

1. The Water Authority of the Ministry of Water and Irrigation 
through the Ministry of Public Works and Housing/ Govern- 
ment Tenders Directorate, invites experienced foreign 
contractors from countries which meet the eligibility criteria 
of the European Investment Bank and local contractors 
who have been prequalified by the Ministry ol Public Works 
and (Housing as First Grade in Water and Sewerage for 
contracts Cl. C2 and C4 and first Grade in Water and 
Sewerage and First and Second Grade in Electromecha- 
nical for contract C3. or a joint venture of the above, as 
appropriate, between foreign and local contractors to 
submit their offers for the supply, delivery and construction 
of the Suit Water Distribution System, Pumping Stations, 
Reservoirs and Wastewater Project. Foreign contractors 
are strongly encouraged to joint venture or associate with 
the above graded local contractors. 

2. The contracts comprise the following main works: 

- Supply and installation of water supply pipes, diameter 
varying from 19mm to 500mm, total length about 430km, 
supply, construction and Installation ol 3 pumpng stations 
with capacities ranging between 50m 3 /hr and 800m 3 /hr, 
construction of 8 service reservoirs with volumes of 
100m 3 to 3,000m 3 . 

-Supply and installation of about 17km of sewers with 
diameters ranging from 150mm to 300mm. 

3. Tender documents are available as of Tuesday, May 3rd, 
1994 and may be examined and purchased at the Ministry 
of Public Works and Housing Government Tenders 
Directorate. Amman - Jordan. P.O.Box (1220). Fax: 
(606751). 

4. The non -refundable fee for each set of tender documents 
will be JD500 each for contracts Cl, C2 and C3 and 
JD 200 for contracts C4. 

5. The latest date tor purchase of tender documents by 
eligible bidders is Thursday. June 9th, 1994. 

6. Bids are due not later than 1200 hours. Jordan local time, 
on Saturday, June 18th, 1994, to the office of the 
Government Tenders Directorate. 

7. Foreign contractors shall complete the qualification ques- 
tionnaire supplied with the tender documents. Bids, will 
have to be submitted in two separate and sealed en- 
velopes marked 'Technical/Sulf and “Financial/Sult" both 
sealed in one envelope marked "Suit Water and Wastewa- 
ter Project.” On the date set tor bid submission and 
opening, only the “Technicai/Sult" envelope will be 
opened. When the evaluation process is completed, both 
qualified and disqualified contractors will be notified of the 
results as well as of the date set for opening financial 
offers. 

6. Ultimate consideration for the award of contract will be 
given to the lowest overall evaluated bid price of all 
substantially responsive bids submitted by eligible and 
qualified contractors. 

Eng. Bashir Jaghbeer 

Chairman/Central Tenders Committee 

General Director/Govemment Tenders Directorate 


world with regard to hydrog- 
raphic and charting capabili- 
ties. These capabilities are cru- 
cial, as hydrographic data and 
updated nautical charts are 
considered essential elements 
in the development of a na- 
tion's infrastructure, involving 
not only port and maritime 
transport but also the exploita- 
tion resources and the protec- 
tion of marine ecology. 

Surveying and charting are 
also essential for proper plan- 
ning of port development and 
construction of new ports. 

The meeting will discuss pos- 
sibilities for improving the sta- 
tus of maritime hydrographic 
surveying, nautical charting 
and maintenance of hydrog- 
raphic surveying in the 
ESCWA region covering 13 
Arab countries in Western 
Asia. It will also review the 
recommendations and conclu- 
sions of a study conducted by 
ESCWA. and the IHB’ m this 
regard, and will establish tbe 
foundations for future regional 
action to be undertaken by 
ESCWA member countries. 



VISITING SAHAB: Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Mayali Monday visits. tbe Industrial 
Cities Corporation in Sahab, smith of Am- 
man. Dr. Mtgali said that thro ugh the 
decentralisation process the government 
will work on moving the decision-makers to 
the, country’s cities and govemorates in a 
hid to eucomage, investments in various 
parts, of . Jordan. JThe prime, minister also 
met with corporation Director General 
Fayez Suheimat, Corporation officials and 


several members of the Jordanian Investors 
Society. Tbe premier stressed at the meeting 
tbe government’s keenness to provide the 
corporation with tbe needed communica- 
tions facilities to enable industrialists to 
carry ont then* work under the best condi- 
tions. After a tom* of several industries at 
tire Sahab Industrial City, Dr. MajaB ex- 
pressed his pride in the Jordanian industrial 
sector and called for maintaining the good 
quality of these industries (Petra photo) 
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The View from Fourth Circle 


By Bami G. Khoun 
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Shuttle can work 

SYRIA’S PUBLIC rejection of the latest Israeli 
peace plan envisaging a phased withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights should have been 
expected, given that U.S. Secretary of State 
Waittafc Christopher carried the plan to Syrian 
hfiillM Hafez A1 Assad Saturday with prab- 
ab^in more hope than that of Damascus 


Jordan, Palestine and Israel: challenge and opportunity 

” 7 * . I' 'J I nfmrtothc tn 



THE SIGNING of the Palestinian- Israeli economic accord last 
week and this week's scheduled signing of the PalestuUan- 
Israeli agreement to implement die first stage of the Palesti- 
nian self-governing authority represent a phenomenon that is 
really historic — but not for the reasons most people give. 

The importance of these accords (along with the Jordan ian- 
Israefi negotiating agenda and the Jordanian-Pakstnrian eco- 
nomic and security accords that were signed in recent months) 
lies not in die advent of Arabs and Jews living together in 
peace, because they have long lived in peace in most historical 
periods. Their importance lies in the.fact that for the first time 
m modem history these three peoples — Palestinians, Jorda- 
nians and Israelis — are working out arrangements for 
coexistence and mutual national development on their own, 
based on their self-perceived national interests, without tbe 
imposition of territorial, political or economic arrangements 
by outside powers. I would suggest several phenomena that we 
should keep in mind as tbe process unfolds, relating to the 
past, die present and the future. 

1. The past: Despite the emotional passion and legal status 
Chat define (hem, Jordan, Palestine and Israel are three smalt 
entities that have little historical precedent as independent, 
sovereign states. A Jewish state existed for about a century, 
and assorted Ammonite, Edomite and Moabite dans-, 
Jordanian kingdoms existed for several centuries some 3,000 
years ago, in the Iron Age; in all other historical eras, these 
territories existed as provinces or protectorates of larger, 
usually imperial, entities, such as Assyria, Greece, Rome, 
Byzantium, Persia and the Islamic and Ottoman empires. 

Ancient history dearly suggests — in fact, It dictates — that 
attempts by these three small territories to develop as separate 
nations, detached from their broader Middle Eastern hinter- 
land and dependent on foreign political and economic support, 
are unlikely to last more than a few generations. Modern 
history, however, indicates equally emphatically that Jordan, 
Palestine and Israel axe real mots that have to be dealt with as 
independent acton in the Middle Eastern game of nations. 
History is a powerful guide, but history is not a static 
deter minan t of identity, bord e rs or inter-state relationships. 

The fact is that die forces of modern 20tb century history 
have given birth to die national ideas of Jordan, Palestine and 
IsraeL F ur thermore, these three entities have responded to 
mode m history by earning their place in the contemporary 
community of Levantine nations. Jordan, Palestine and Israel 
have not only worked hard to survive and to improve their 
people’s standards of living; each, in its own way, has also 
earned die respect, the support and even the admiration of the - 
rest of the world. We can now leave behind the argument that 
has been used by and against all three entities: that they never 
existed in history, and therefore they have no legitimacy m 
todies world. 

2. The present: Jordan, Palestine and Israel are an characte- 
rised by small populations and domestic markets; substantial 
dependrace on external financing; serious imbalances in their 
mtnrah re sour ces; problems of poverty and unemployment; 
residence in a volatile and violent region and an ongoing 
attempt to forge stable political systems that satisfy their 
complex d em o grap hic mix. As such, they collectively reflect 


the national pressures and constraints that define the entire 
Middle East. I believe that all three embarked on the route of 
diplomatic negotiations and mutual recognition as the most 
appropriate means of addressing their national predicaments 
when they recognised simultaneously in the early 1990s that 
their present national condition was untenable, for their 
economic, political and military dependencies were unsustain- 
able in the long run. 

The challenge they face is not only to recognise each other 
and to coexist in peace, but also to sort out tbe deeply 
intertwined demographic, economic and political relationships 
that have defined them for most of this century. Demographi- 
cally and politically, the Palestinians are structurally meshed 
with both Jordan and Israel, but all three parties have 
traditionally suffered from suspicions and the perception of 
predatory dangers emanating from the others. Economically 
and environmentally (especially in terms of water, com- 
munications, la boor, and markets) the Palestinians, Israelis 
and Jordanians form a single unit that can be separated only at 
tbe expense of the long-term national development of each of 
its three sub-divisions, and with the certitude of perpetual yet 
fickle dependence on foreign supporters, financiers, armour- 
ers, protectors and guardians. 

Jordanians, Palestinians and Israelis 
stand on the threshhold not only of their 
own future, but perhaps also of the 
future of others around the world who 
seek signs of equitable and democratic 
national development and productive 
regional integration, free of the debilitat- 
ing constraints that have defined much 
of the South in the last several hundred 
years, 

Tbe task now is how to differentiate between the modern 
historical national identities and political rights of each of 
these three communities, while affirming die ancient historical 
forces that always compelled the three to work together as an 
integrated unit in order to maximise their viability and to 
assure a decent standard of living for their people. The signing 
of the economic, political and security accords that we have 
witnessed in recent weeks and months represents a serious 
attempt to achieve precisely this — to affirm independent 
national identities and rights to Jordan, Palestine and Israel, 
while promoting economic integration and collective regional 
growth and prosperity. 

3. The future: The future welfare of Jordanians, Israelis and 
Palestinians will reflect their ability to emerge from (his 
peace-making transitional interlude positioned in a manner 
that allows them to a) alleviate their contemporary material 
and economic constraints, b) reconcile their complex demog- 
raphic mesh, c) affirm their distinct political and national 



The lessons from South Africa 


By GJL 


APART FROM the bro ad, 
lame Miilnilif i between tbe 
two racialist states, a p art h e id 
Sooth Africa and the Jewish 
state of Israel, there are both 
i^Tarities and (tiffrrrocrt in 
foe way in which they axe, at 
long last, tf im fe ning p ow er 
to those whom they have 
ruled — foe blacks and foe 
Palestinian*; foe Israels, of 
course, being foe counter- 
parts of tbe Sooth African 
whites.' 

Because of the baric simi- 
larities hi their geo-political 
situation, there was, over tbe 
years, dose and cordial, but 
covert, relations between 
Israel and South Africa; 
covert because of world dis- 
approval of apartheid. But 
some things could not be 
hidden, such as the comings 
and goings between the Jew- 
ish state and tbe wealthy pro- 

Zionist South African Jewish 
community, trade ties despite 
an international boycott 
a gainst South Africa and the 
fact that South African air- 
ways regularly plied foe route 
to Israel. There has been 
Strong suspicion that the two 
countries cooperated in the 
nuclear field but firm evi- 
dence of tins has been diffi- 
cult to find. 

When South Africa saw 
that it had to yield, some- 
wfaaty.to external pressure it 
did so by creating black 
"homelands”, or Bantnstans, 
within South Africa. In these 
h om et own s, the world was 
told, blacks would “run their 
own affairs.” Those very 
same words are being used to 
put a gioac on two Palestinian 

Bantus tans, in Gaza and 
Jericho, which are coming 
into being at this moment. 


thanks to the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation’s 
(PLO) acceptance of the 
Oslo accord. 

Indeed foe Palestinians 
have made no bones about 
describing Gaza- Jericho as 
“Bant nstans”, while Israel 
refers to them as “ auton- 
omous” areas or areas of 
“Hunted sdf-rule.” 

Though the Israelis would 
Hke to make tins first step the 
last step too and to yield 
nothing more, there is no 
question that Gaza-Jericho 
Pint is definitely not the final 
rotation. On foe other hand. 
South Africa fooled itself, 
and tried to fool the world, 
that the Bantnsfan formula 
was tbe final solution, hence 
the use of the permanent- 
sounding word “homelands”. 
But the world was not fooled 
by the Bantustans and that 
word acquired a pejorative, 
contemptuous overtone. 

Thing* are very similar in 
the case of Gaza and Jericho. 
After an initial burst of com- 
pletely artificial euphoria, in 
which the Arabs and Palesti- 
nians shared, most of the 
Palestinians and many Arabs 
have now woken up to the 
fact the Gazz-Jericho is a 
snare and a delusion; but 
not the pro-Western Arabs, 
Hke Egypt and the Gulf 
states, nor the Western coun- 
. tries and the pro-Western 
allies, Hke Turkey and Japan. 

The West persists in seeing 
Gaza-Jericho as a great, 
peaceful achievement for 
which someone may yet win a 
Nobel Peace prize. 

South Africa was brought 
to its senses by long-term 
consistent pressure from its 
Western friends and trading 
partners. On the other hand. 


because the PLO has confer- 
red respectability on Israel, 
particularly through the 
Rabin-Arafat handshake, the 
West, as in the past, is not 
applying any pressure on 
Israel to implement numer- 
ous U.N. resolutions telling it 
to leave occupied Arab terri- 
tory. Indeed, Israel's ties 
with the outside world are 
presently being strengthened; 
as with the Vatican. 

Instead, tbe West is putting 
pressure, not on Israel, but 
on the Arabs to lift even the 
minimal boycott that they 
have been applying on the 
Jewish state. 

And while tbe sanctions 
against South Africa were 
eventually lifted, it was at the 
request of the blacks because 
the whites had begun, 
seriously, to dismantle the 
structure of apartheid . Tbe 
West is asking the Arabs to 
cancel their boycott at the 
very time when Israel is 
strengthening its version of 
apartheid through continuing 
and tightening its “closure” 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
■from Israel “p ro per.” It im- 
posed this closure after the 
Hebron mosque massacre. 
The pretext for the closure is 
to give security to the 
Israelis, the whites, from so- 
called “terrorist” attacks by 
the Palestinians, the blacks. 

But the result has been to 
produce a divided, segre- 
gated society indistinguish- 
able from that of apartheid 
South Africa. Instead of tbe 
hated South African pass- 
book, the Palestinians have 
to have separate passes for 
any sort of movement, espe- 
cially for work, between the 
closed-off area and Israel and 
East Jerusalem, the Palesti- 
nian capita). 


Just as in South Africa, 
even those persons licensed 
to work in the white- Israeli 
area, can only be there dur- 
ing the day and have to take 
themselves out at night. As in 
South Africa, workers have 
to spend many hours each 
day travelling to and from 
their separate and safely tar- 
distant homes and their 
places of work. 

The Bantustans were really 
seen by the South African 
whites as the final solution of 
their racial problem. They 
have not lasted and the whole 
system collapsed almost im- 
mediately after the apartheid 
structure was removed. As its 
name denotes, Gaza-Jericho 
First is seen, by the Palesti- 
nians, as only an intermedi- 
ate stage to something more 
comprehensive — but, the 
Israelis insist, not to an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state, 
which is the only thing the 
Palestinians really want. 

The Israeli Bantustans, 
therefore, are in an awkward 
position. They confer a de- 
gree of self-nite that should, 
supposedly, satisfy and stave 
off the Palestinian desire for 
independence. As a long- 
term substitute for independ- 
ence Gaza-Jericho First will 
not work any more than the 
Bantustans staved off one- 
man one-vote democracy in 
South Africa. Indeed what is 
happening in South Africa 
should teach the Israelis that 
clear and simple lesson. But 
'it is a Wesson that the Israelis 
will never leant because of 
their Zionist belief that their 
“Promised Land” was prom- 
ised to the Jews and only to 
them. They show no sign of 
being prepared to share it — 
not even with the original 
inhabitants. 


identities, and d) build on their proven h^viduai strengths to 
assure their collective future stability and P r °8|p“®* o ____ 

A Jordaman-Palestinian con&^tiop isa nafcfcc accom- 
modation to contemporary political 

the first step towards a broader, more togjcai naao™ 
reconfiguration of a Levantine region of Semites and 

. Israelis - who have been plagued this century mjiB goal 

fragmentation, socio-economic distress and wffl 

igndependency. A Jordanian-Palestiman cwrfe deratt M iwffl 
have dose economic ties with Israel and wifo 
boms such as Syria, Iraq, Egypt and tire Arabian Penuwda. 

A Jordaman-Palestinian confederation m the ifS' 
and a possible Jordanian-Palestiman-Israeli tnfoderal, 

Benelux-type assodation in foe longer run, would 
placed to prosper and to generate further international respect 
and support, because of the impressive atmTrates JJS* 
three entities enjoy: a strategic geographic location Itataugurs 
well for trade, tourism and transit traffic; a skilled and 
educated workforce, with a proven private sector compOTent; 
strong political and economic support from the rest of the 
world; relatively balanced economies that are not heavily 
dependent on a single sector; a young but nevertheless serious 
commitment to democracy, pluralism and human rights; and, 
perhaps most importantly, a shared modern experience of 
challenging, often suffering, statehood — ops th at sh ould 
prompt their people and governments in the future to honour 
humanism, partic ip a tor y decision-making and regional socio- 
economic integration as the defining values of their political 
culture and economic systems. 

A Jord ama n-Palesdnian-IsracH combine can provide a 
realistic, durable model of trans-national socio-economic 
integration as tbe antidote to narrow, simplistic, made-in- 
Europe post-1920 nationalisms. They can provide an honour- 
able democratic alternative to tbe Middle East’s modem state 
legacy of militarism, autocracy and authoritarianism. They can 
provide a fresh, moving, living formula for ethnic and religious 
plur alism and tolerance in a region that has been wrac ked by 
imperial manipulation, fearful tribalism and religions extrem- 
ism. . „ 

Tbe 20th century has confined us to an intellectually, 
politically and spiritually insulting debate about small pieces of 
land, micro-populations, and blinkered visions of the future. 
What European colonialism and post-colonial American 
electoral frenzy and predatory commercial extravaganza have 
tom asunder, we have an opportunity to put bade together 
again at tins important historical juncture of Levantine 
transformation and rebirth. This time, however, unlike 1920 
and 1948, we face foe critical challenge and the opportunity to 
engage tn tbe process of nation-building and statecraft in a 
more coherent, merciful and meaningful manner — most 
importantly, by consulting the people whose destinies trill be 
determined by tbe diplomatic negotiations underway today. 

Jordanians, Palestinians and Israelis stand on foe threshhold 
not only of their own futons, but perhaps also of the future of 
others around the world who seek signs of equitable and 
democratic national development and productive regional 
integration, free of the debilitating constraints that have 
defined much of foe South in foe last several hundred years. 


LETTERS 


Can we remarket 
Arabism? 

-T fan 

To foe Editor: 

WHERE DID we go wrong? The 60s generation, foe 
bright eyed young Arab intellectuals now in their late 
forties and fifties — AD bright, many highly successful^ 
all unhappy with the state of affafrs. 

Perhaps at no other time than now has tbe need for 
cool-headed, measured thinking been more needed. 
Arabism, that sense of Identity, is being threatened, to » 
point where perhaps a hundred years from now foe word 
Arab will be relegated to history. The Arab Worid is now 
foe “Middle East.” Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and Egypt 
are foe “Eastern Mediterranean region.” Others are foe 
Mediterranean Basin or North Africa. Our national 
dishes are either Greek, Turkish, or even “national 
Israeli” dishes. In time, we are slowly being robbed of 
anything and everything that makes us feel what we are. 
Worse of all, each of us is content or even fighting bard to 
be packaged as either a Kuwaiti, Lebanese, Jordanian, 
Egyptian or Palestinian, with no sense of historic depth 
which would make ns realise that these are bat newly 
created Identities that are less than 50 years old. Jnst a 
bunch of ill-defined small enclaves with no sense or hope 
for survival. 

The old Arabists were idealistic to the point of being 
naive. They underestimated the forces of those who are 
threatened by Arab nationalism. Any of os would have 


Arabs to fight each other and not Israel 20 years on. 
Worse still, any of ns would have thought it nnthlwiroKU 
that we even consider removing the embargo against 
Israe l while thoroughly choking almost to the point of 
extinction another Arab nation. 

Selling Arabism again needs knowledge of market 
tactics and understanding the strength of the media in 
shaping the attitudes of tire Arab masses. It needs a breed 
of committed realists who still fed the dream worthwhile. 
Funnily enough, even as a business venture, Arabtaa 
would be highly successful. Would anyone care to invest? 

Najwa Khnn-Bulos MJ)., 
Professor of Pediatrics, 
Jordan University H ospital, 
Amman . 


Job well done 

To the Editor: 

REFERRING TO the recent fire in the Amman u ^ 
Grand hotel, in which I was staying at the fone I woSd 
thank the staff and public services for their . e P° 

putting out the fire i u well as the rescue SSS? 

Hoteh, which ptovided refreshment 

Denni s Goodwin, 
Kendal, England 
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Agreement on the Gaza Strip and the Jericho area 


***** of * draft agreement dated April 28, 
^bjbetmeen toe/ and the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
msatioo obtained by the Jordan Times: 

.of the State of Israel and the Palestine 
pgj ^^^ atl ° n (PLO). the representative of the 

Preamble 

Wn™ die framework of the Middle East peace process 
gga tgdat Madrid in Octoberc 1991; 

REAFFIRMING thetr determination to five in peaceful coexist- 
raoe, mutual dignity and security while recognising their mutual 
legiti mat e and political rights; 

REAFFIRMING their adherence to the mutual recognition and 
conumteents expressed in the letters dated September 9. 1993, 
signed by and exchanged between the Prime Minister of Israel 
and the C hairman of the FLO; 

REAFFIRMING their understanding that the interim self- 




nor ^ 


agreement, are an integral pan of the whole peace process and 
that the negotiations on the permanent status will lead to the 
implementation of Security Council Resolution 242 and 338; 
DES IROU S of potting into effect the Declaration erf Principles 
of interim self-government arrangements signed at Washington, 
D.C. on September 13, 1993, and the agreed minutes thereto 
(hereinafter “(he Declaration of Principles”), and in particular 
the protocol on withdrawal of Israeli forces from die Gaza Strip 
and the Jericbo area; 

HEREBY AGREE to the following arrangements regarding the 
Gaza Strip and the Jericbo Area: 

Article 

Defi n i ti on of tbe Gaza Strip and Jericho area 

1. For the purpose of this agreement, tbe Gaza Strip and the 
Jericho area are delineated on map Nos. 1 and 2 attached to this 
agreement, 

2. Hie two sides view the West Bank and the Gaza Strip as a 
single territorial unit, tbe integrity of which will be preserved 
during tbe interim period. 

Allele 

Sc hedule d Withdrawal of Israeli Military Forces 

1. Israel shall implement an accelerated and scheduled 
withdrawal of Lraeh military forces from the Gaza Strip and 
from the Jericho area beginning immediately with tbe signing of 
this agreement and to be completed within three weeks from this 
date. 

2. Subject to the arrangements included in Annex I, tbe Israeli 
withdrawal shall indude evacuating all military bases and other 
fixed installations to be handed over to the Palestinian police. 

3. In order to carry out Israel’s responsibility for external 
security and for internal security and public order of Israeli 
settlements and Israelis, concurrently with foe withdrawal, Israel 
will redeploy its remaining military forces to foe Israeli settle- 
■ ment areas, Israeli settlements and foe military installation area 
shown on map No. 1, in accordance with foe provisions of this 
agreement. Subject to foe provisions of this agreement, this 
redeployment shall constitute full implementation of Article 
Xm of tbe Declaration of Principles with regard to foe Gaza 
Strip and die Jericho area (P:ordy). 

4. For die purpose of this agreement, “Israeli military forces” 
may include Israel police-mid other Israeli security forces. 

5. (t Israelis, including Israeli military forces) (P: Israeli 
military forces and civilians) may continue to use roads freely 
within tbe Gaza Strip and the Jericho area. (P: Annex I includes 
provisions allowing Palestinians to use freely certain roads within 
the Israeli settement areas.) 

6. The Palestinian police force shall be deployed and shall 
assume responsibility for public order and internal security of 
Palestinians in accordance with this agreement and its annex I. 

Article 

Jurisdiction 

(Note: Vus article is being addressed by tbe legal committee). 

_ Article 

Tranfer of Authority 

1. Israel shall transfer authority as specified in this agreement 
from foe Israeli military government and its civil administration 
to a Palestinian authority, hereby established, in accordance 
with article — (jurisdiction) of this agreement, except for the 
authority that Israel shall continue to exercise as specified in this 
agreement. 

2. As regards tbe transfer and assumption of authority in civil 
spheres, powers and responsibilities shall be transferred and 
assumed as set out in foe protocol concerning civil affaire 

"attached as Annex II. 

3. The Palestinian authority shah have tbe structure described 
in annex II, article I (I: and shall be comprised of the members 
listed therein) (P: ThePLO foal) inform tbe government of Israel 
of foe names of foe members of the Palestinian Authority and 
any changes thereof.) 

4. Arrangements for a smooth and peaceful transfer of the 
agreed powers and responsibilities are set out in annex II. 

5. Upon the completion of the Israeli withdrawal and the 
transfer of powers and responsibilities as detailed in paragraph 
Nos. 1 and 2 above and in annex H, the civil ad m i n i s tration in 
the Gaza Strip and the Jericho area will be dissolved and the 
Israeli military government will be withdrawn. Tbe withdrawal 
of the mili tary government shall not prevent it from continuing' 
to exercise foe powers and responsibilities specified in this 
agreement. 

6. A joint dvfl affairs coordination and cooperation co mmi ttee 
and two joint regional civil affairs sub-committee for the Gaza 
Strip and the Jericho area respectively will be established in 
order to provide for coordination and cooperation in dvfl affairs 
between the Palestinian authority and Israel, as detailed in 
annex H. 

7. The offices of the Palestinian authority shall be located in 
the Gaza Strip and Jericbo area pending tire inauguration of the 
council to be elected pursuant to the Declaration of Prindples. 

Article 

Legislative Powers of the P alestin i a n Authority 

1. Hie Palestinian authority will have the power, within its 
jurisdiction to promulgate legislation, including baric laws, laws, 
regulations and other legislative acts. . 

1 Legislation promulgated by the Palestinian authority shall 
be consistent with the provisions of this agreement, (I: and shall 
not dt yrmmate on the basis of race, colour, sex, language, 
reli gion , political persuasion, nationality or social origin). . 

3TLegiriation which exceeds foe jurisdiction of the Palestinian 
aufoorityof which is inconsistent with foe provisions of this 
agreement shall be null and void. 

4.LeeisIation to of the Palestinian Authority shaU to communi- 
cated legislation subcommittee to be established by foe 
joint civfl afiairs coordination and 
(hereinafter “foe legislation 

a nrrinA of 30 da vs horn the communication of foe 

legislation, Israel may request that the Legisla tion Sub- 
rZl dedde whether such legtshmon esceetfe the juns- 
*Sfof the Palestinian authority or is otherwise mconsstent 

"f th^“S'' request, the legislation 

Shall decide, as an initial matter, on the entry into 
.^S^StiM pending its decision on the merits of the 

rt,. li-rislation Subcommittee is usable to reach a 
djeentry-into fame of the legislation 
I ^fj sSUC will be referred to a board of review, 
«^i^tf^oi^ (°” e dred judges), one Crom each ride. 

thetio Sidra sh^compile^rf s«jndg« 
retired jS£s). three from each side, approved by both 


rides. In order to allow fast-track proceedings before this board 1 
of review, the two most senior judges (or retired judges), one 
from each side, shall develop written informal rules of proce- 
dures of those proceedings. 

7. Legislation referred to the board of review shall enter into 
force only if the board of review decides that it does not deal 
with a security issue which foils under Israel’s responsibility, that 
. the alleged violation does not seriously threaten other significant 
Israeli interests protected by this agreement and that the entry 
into force of the legislation pould not cause irreparable damag e 
or harm. 

8. The Legislation Subcommittee shall attempt to reach a 
decision on the merits of foe matter within 30 days from the date 
of the Israeli request. If this sub-committee is unable to reach 
such a decision within this period of 30 days, tbe matter shall be 
referred to the joint Israeli-Paiestmian liaison committee. 

9. Where foe legislation has not entered into force pursuant to 
paragraph Nos. 5 or 7 above, such situation shall be maintained 
pending the decision of the joint Israel-Palestinian liaison 
committee on the merits of the matter, unless h has decided 
otherwise. 

10. Laws and military orders in effect in the Gaza Strip or 
Jericho area prior to the signing of this agreement shall remain in 
force, unless amended or abrogated in accordance with this 
agreement. 

Article 

Arrangements for Security and Public Order 

1. In order to guarantee public order and internal security for 
tbe Palestinians of the Gaza Strip and the Jericho areas, the 
Palestinian authority shall establish a strong police force, as set' 
out in Article ... (PDPF) below. Israel shall continue to cany the 
responsibility for defence against external threats, including foe 
responsibility for protecting the Egyptian border and the 
Jordanian line, and for defence against external threats from the 
sea and from tbe air, as well as the responsibility for overall 
security of Israelis and Israeli settlement for the purpose of 
safeguarding their internal security and public order. 

2. Agreed security arrangements and coordination mechan- 
isms are specified in annex I. 

3. A joint coordination mid cooperation committee for mutual 
security purposes, as well as three joint coordination and 
cooperation offices for foe Gaza district, the Khan Yunis district 
and the Jericbo district respectively, are hereby established as 
provided for in annex I. 

4. The security arrangements provided for in this agreement 
and in . annex I may be reviewed at the request of either party 
and may be amended by mutual agreement of the parties. 
Specific review arrangements are included in annex I. 

Article 

The Palestinian Directorate of Potice Force 

1. In order to guarantee public order and internal security for 
foe Palestinians in foe Gaza Sfrip and the Jericho area, tbe 
Palestinian authority shall establish a strong police force — foe 
Palestinian directorate of police force (hereinafter “the Palesti- 
nian police”). The duties, functions, structure, deployment and 
composition of the Palestinian police, together with pro visions 
regarding hs equipment and operation, are set out in annex 1, 
artike... Rules of conduct governing the activities of the 
Palestinian police are set out in anner I, article... 

2. Except for the Palestinian police referred to in this article 
and tbe Israeli military forces referred m article — no other 
armed forces shall be established or operate in tbe Gaza Strip or 
tbe Jericho area. 

3. Except for the aims, ammunition and equipment of foe 
Palestinian police described in annex I, article — neither the 
Palestinian Authority, nor any orgamstion of individual in the 
Gaza Strip and the Jericho area, shall manufacture, sell, acquire, 
possess, import of otherwise introduce into the Gaza Strip or the 
Jericho Area, any firearms, ammunition, weapons explosives, 
gunpowder or any related equipment. 

4. Notwithstanding paragraph 3. above: 

(a) The Palestinian authority may grant licences permitting tbe 
use of explosives and gunpowder for civilian use and shall 
supervise such use. Such licensing and supervision shall be 
subject to the approval of the JSC. The JSC shall agree on 
standard conditions to be included in such licences, and on 
means of inspection and notification. 

(b) Each side may grant licences permitting the possession and 
carrying of pistols for self defense purposes. Arrangements in 
this regard are set out in annex I, paragraph — 

Article 


Arrangements for coordination between Israel and foe Palesti- 
nian authority regarding the Gaza-Egypt and Jericho-Jordan 
passages, as well as any other agreed international crossings, are 
set out in annex I, article... 

Article 

Safe Passage between the Gaza Strip and the Jericho area' 

Arrangements for safe passage of persons and transportation 
between die Gaza Strip and the Jericbo area are set out in annex 
I, article.... 


Article 

Relations between Israel and the Palestinian authority 

1. Israel and the Palestinian Authority shall seek to foster 
mutual understanding and tolerance and shall accordingly 
abstain from incitement, including hostile propaganda, against 
each other and, without derogating from foe principle of 
freedom of expression, shall take legal measures to prevent such 
incitement by the organisations, groups of individuals within 
their jurisdiction. 

2. Without derogating from tbe other provisions of this 
agreement, Israel and the Palestinian authority shall cooperate 
in combatting c riminal activity which may affect both rides, 
including: offences related to the trafficking in illegal drugs and 
psychotropic substances, smuggling, and offences against prop- 
erty, including offences related to vehicles, such as theft of 
vehicles and vehicle parts. 

Article 

Economic Relations 

The economic relations between the two sides are set out in 
foe Protocol cm Economic Relations signed in Paris on April 29, 
1994 and foe Appendices thereto, attached as Annex IV, and 
will be governed by the relevant provisions of this agre e ment and 
its annexes. 

a 

Article 

Hitman Rights and Rule of Law 

Israel and the Palestinian authority shall exercise their powers 
and responsibilities, pursuant to this agreement, with doe regard 
to international accepted norms and prindples of human rights 
and foe role of law. 

Article 

The Joint Israeti-Pakstmian Liaison Committee 

1. The joint Israch-Palcstinian liaison committee established 
pursuant to article X of the Declaration of Principles shall ensure 
the smooth implementation of this agreement lit shall deal with 
issues requiring coordination, other issues of common interest 
and disputes. 

2. The joint committee shall be composed of an equal number 
of members from each party. It may add other technicians and 


experts as necessary. 

3. The joint committee shall adopt its rules of procedure, 
including the frequency and place or places of its meetings. 

4. Hie joint committee foal) reach its decisions by agreement. 

Article 

Liaison and Cooperation with Jordan and Egypt 
1. Pursuant to mode XII of the Declaration of Principles, foe 


two parties shall invite the governments of Jordan and Egypt to 
partidapfo in establishing further liaison and cooperation 
arrangements between the government of Israel and the Palesti- 
nian representatives on the one hand, and the governments of 
Jordan and Egypt, cm the other hand, to promote coope rat i on 
between them. These arrangements shall mriniip- the constitu- 
tion of a continuing committee. 

2. Tbe continuing committee shall decide by agreement on tbe 

modalities of admission of persons from foe West 

Bank and Gaza Snip in 1967, together with necessary measures 
to prevent disruption and disorder. 

3. The continuing committee shall deal with other matters of 
common concern. 

Article 

Sc.ttlfiw.nt of differences disputes 

1. Any difference relating to the application rftiik 
shall be refereed to the a p p rop riate coordination and coopera- 
tion mechanism under this agreement. The provisions of article 
XV of the Declaration of Principles shall apply to any ««rh 
differences which is not settled riwnng h the appropriate coor- 
di nation and liaiso n mechanism, namely: 

(i) Disputes arising out of the application or interpretation of 
this agreement or any sub s eq uent agreements pertaining to foe 
interim period shall be settled by negotiations through roe joint 
Kfliwn committee.. * * 

Article 

Prevention of Hostile Acts 

Both sides shall take all measures necessary in order to 
prevent acts of terrorism, crime and hostilities mrcc t ru n wmytf 
each other, against individuals foiling nnHg r foe other’s junstfic- 
tion and against their property, ana sh»n ake te pq measures 
against offenders. In this regard, the Palestinian side shall also 
take all measures necessary to prevent such hostile acts directed 
against the Israeli settlement areas and die infrastructure serving 
them and the military tmtallatinn area. 

Article 

Mhrfng Imrarih 

The Pale stinian authority shall cooperate with Israel by 
providing all necessary in die of tw H 1 ** by 

Israel within the Gaza Strip and foe Jericho Area for wwanp • 
Is raelis. 

Article 

Confidence Btrihfing Me asur es 
Loildzng measures, indudi^tfe^ dease ^Ttoiincct and 

prisoners held by Israel, and foe protection of persons who have 

or are believed to have cooperated or collaborated with Israel, as 
d e tai l e d in the protocol attached as Annex VII.] 

Article 

Temporary International P res en ce 

[P:I. The Parties agree to a te mp o r ary international presence in 
PNA (Palestine National Authority) territory, n*c h »ding interna* 
tional observers, instructors and other 

2. The international presence shall consis t of qualified 
personnel from the donor countries. 

3. A special fund from donor countries shall be established to 
provide finance for this international presence and ensu re Its 
maintenance . 

4. Tbe international presence may be renewed one year after 

its deployment by agreement. . . - - 

5. A trilateral cooperation and coordination "i ^ di anin n rfmii 
be established. 

6. Israel and the Palestinian authority shall negotiate a special 
protocol that will implement tins article.] 


Article 

Rights, Liabilities and Obligations 

I. A. The transfer of the agreed powers and resporabilities to 
the Palestinian authority, as detailed in Annex II, includes al ■ 
related rights, liabilities and obligations of the Israeli nnhtaiy 
government mid its civil administration arising with regard to 
acts or omissions which occurred prior to the transfer. Israel wl. ■ 
cease to bear any financial responsibility regarding such acts of - 
omissions and the Palestinian authority will bear all financial * 
responsibility for these and for its own functioning. 

B. Any financial Haim made in this regard a gainst Israel wfl 
be referred to the Palestinian authority. 

C* Where legal proceedings are brought in respect of such • 
claim, Israel wtfi notify the Palestinian authority and enable it to. 
participate in defending the daim. f 

D. La the event that an award is made against Israel by any . . 
court or tribunal in respect of such a claim, the Palestinian 
authority shall reimburse Israel the full amount of tbe award. 

C. Without prejudice to tbe above, where a court or tribunrf 1 
hearing such a daim finds that liability rests solely with an 
employee or agent who acted beyond the scope of the powers ' 
assigned to him or her, tbe Palestinian a uth or i ty shall not bear' ; 
financial responsibility. 


2. The transfer of authority in itself shall not affect rights, 
Hatahties and obligations of any person or legal entity, to 
existence at the date of signing of this agreement. 


Article 

Final rhnm^ 

1. This agreement shall enter into force on the date of its .- 

si gning ■ 

2. The arrangements established by this agreement sbaB " 
remain in force until and to the extent superseded by tbe interim 
agreement referred to in the Declaration of Prindples or any r 
other agreement between the parties. 

3. The five-year transitional period referred to in tbe . 

Declaration of Principles shall commence on... I 

4. As part of Israel’s responsibility for external security to • . 
accordance with this agreement, in the event of the outbreak of . „ 
general hostilities or the imminent threat of such hostilities, or ' 
where tbe Palestinian authority is unable to prevent attacks - - 
against Israeli settlements or Israelis so that their security is 
threatened, Israel may take all measures necessary to respond to .; 
such events, indudhig the introduction of additional military - ' 
forces wherever required, until the termination of tbe bostilitiea - 
or the removal of die threat. 

5. Tbe parties agree that, as long as this agreement is in force, . 
the security fence erected by Israel around the Gaza Strip sfaaB 
remain in place and that foe line demarcated by the fence, as * 
shown on map no. 1, shall be authoritative only for the purpose . 
of this agreement. 

6. Nothing in this agreement shall prejudice, or preempt the ' * 

outcome of the negotiations on the interim agreement or on the 
permanent status to be conducted pmsaant to the Declaration of 
Principles. Neither party shall be deemed by virtue of having'- . 
entered into this agreement, to have renounced or waived any of ' ' 
its existing rights, claims or positions. - ~ 

7. The Gaza Strip and the Jericho area will continue to be aa ^ 

integral part of the West Bank and foe Gaza Strip, and their . 
status shall not be changed for the period of this agreement 
Nothing In tins agreement shall be considered to change tin. 1 ’ 
status. * 

8. Hie preamble to this agreement, and all annexes, appen- 

dices and maps attached hereto, shall constitute an integral part 
hereof. ' ...... ; 

. ' Doue at, Cairo this 4fo day v trf May, 1994. .. 

For the government of Israel 
For the FLO 


CANCELLATION OF RECEPTION 


Joining the Jordanian family in mourning the passing of 
Her Majesty the Queen Mother Zeine Al Sharaf, 

Ideal Systems (Apple Computer authorised dealer in Jordan) 
announces the cancellation of its reception which was to 
be inaugurated under the patronage of his Royal Highness 

Abdullah Bin Al Hussein on the occasion of opening its 
computer exhibition (POWER 94) at the Amman Marriott 
Hotel on Tuesday, May 3rd, 1994 at 6pm 

The exhibition will be open from Wednesday morning, 

May 4th, 1994 till Friday evening. May 6th, 1994 from 

* 

10am - 2pm and from 4pm - 9:30pm 

We take this opportunity to extend our sincere and 
heartfelt condolences to His Majesty King Hussein and to 

the Royal Hashemite Family. 

May her soul rest in peace. 


mmL 

Ideal Systems (headquarters) 1 57 Zahran 5L, P.O. Box 1 82756 Amman 11118 Jordan 
Main Tel. 688123, Main Fax. 687476 
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France and Britain hope 
tunnel holds vision of the future 


By Paul Taylor 
Reuter 


PARIS — For Franco-British 
relations, the outlook might 
be described as tunnel at the 
end of the light. 

' The official inauguration of 
the Channel Tunnel on May 
6, creating a land link be- 
tween Britain and continental 
Europe for the first time 
since the last Ice Age, ought 
to be a landmark event open- 
ing a new era in relations. 

Queen Elizabeth and Pres- 
ident Francois Mitterrand 
wfl] open the tunnel at cere- 
monies in Calais and Folkes- 
tone and travel through it in a 
train carrying the royal Rolls- 
Royce. 

Because of technical de- 
lays, the massively over- 
budget raD link will not open 
on schedule for freight or 
passengers. 

The operators have 
announced that passenger 
traffic will begin only after 
the s umm er holiday season. 

The opening of the tunnel 
’symbolises the false starts 
that have characterised a re- 
lationship sealed in 1904 as 
the Entente Cordiale but 
which is often neither cardial 
nor an entente.. 

Since World War II, 
Franco-British relations have 
hobbled from one new dawn 
to another without ever shak- 
ing off the rivalry, mutual 
sus pici on and diff erence of* 
purpose that made die two 
I countries hereditary enemies 
1 for centuries. 

In spite of the forthcoming 
celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of the D-Day 
landings, the turning point 
against Nazi Germany in 
World War II, it is sometimes 
hard to imagine that Britain 
and France were allies in two 
world wars and are partners 
in NATO, the U.N. Security 


Council and the European 
Union. 

The French still tend to see 
“the Anglo-Saxons,” a term 
that refers to both Britain 
and the United States, as 
their main adversaries in fi- 
nance, trade and European 
integration — and as a 
permanent threat to their lan- 
guage. 

The British tend to see the 
French as trying to drag them 
into a centralised, over- 
regnlated, spendthrift 
Europe and drive a wedge 
between them and the United 
States. 


chill once joked of the Gaul- 
list emblem of free France: 
“We all have our crosses to 
bear, mine is the cross of 
Lorraine.” 

The general later explained 
his move in keeping Britain 
out by saying it was “an 
island entirely surrounded by 
water.” 


Officials on both sides ack- 
nowledge France still looks 
instinctively to Germany as 
its favoured partner, while 
Britain looks to Washington 
— and often Bonn — before 
Paris. 

Twelve million visitors 
cross the channel each year 
without the tunnel, but old 
resentments lurk just below 
the surface. 


The slightest fishing dis- 
pute is enough to set British 
ministers invoking the Hun- 
dred Years’ War, a period of 
almost incessant battles be- 
tween the two countries that 
began In the mid-14th cen- 
tury. 

Britain’s popular press 
gleefully seizes on any excuse 
for “frog bashing”, an atti- 
tude encouraged at times in 
the 1980s by the Euro- 
sceptical government of Mar- 
garet Thatcher. 

Some Britons believe 
General Charles de Gaulle, 
who launched his call to resist 
the Nazi occupation of 
France from exile in London, 
betrayed bis World War II 
allies by twice slamming the 
door to the European econo- 
mic community in Britain's 
face — in 1963 and 1967. 

Wartime British Prime 
Minister Sir Winston Chur- 


Just before Britain finally 
joined in 1973, the queen said 
in a celebrated speech in 
France: “While it is true that 
we do not drive on the same 
side of the road, it is also true 
that we are going in the same 
direction.” 

TWo decades later, many 
French people doubt that. 
Thatchers epic battles for 
budget rebates and against 
closer European integration 
left a bitter taste. 

Foreign affairs commenta- 
tor Jacques Jnlliard of the 
weekly Le Nouvel Obser- 
vateur speaks for many 
Frenchmen when he argues 
that it was a mistake to let 
Britain into the European 
Union because the British are 
fundamentally anti- 
European. 

Hopes rose in Paris when 
Thatcher was removed in 
1990 that her successor, John 
Major, who took office vow- 
ing that Britain wanted to be 
at the heart of Europe, would 
usher in a period of closer 
cooperation. 

In spite of their com- 
radeship in arms in the Gulf 
War and in Bosnia, the 
French were soon disillu- 
sioned. Officials privately see 
Major as too weak or too 
much a prisoner of EU critics 
in bis party to pursue Euro- 
pean integration positively. 

A fight over EU voting 
rules illustrated how far apart 
they remain. 

Nevertheless, both govern- 
ments seem intent on using 
this Franco-British spring to 


show that their relationship, 
as Mark Twain once wrote of 
Wagner’s music, is not as bad 
as it sounds. 

A brochure called “The 
Entente Cordiale Today”, 
jointly produced by the two 
foreign ministries to mark 
this month's 90th anniversary 
of the Entente Cordiale Trea- 
ty ending Franco-British col- 
onial disputes, is resolutely 
optimistic. 

“France and Britain have 
been friends, natural allies — 
and healthy competitors — 
for over 150 years. We com- 
plement each other,” British 
Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd and his French counter- 
part Alain Juppe wrote in a 
joint preface. 

“The bond between France 
and Britain is strong and last- 
ing... the habit of shared 
analysis, consultation and 
joint action, already strong, 
is becoming instinctive,” they 
said. 

The brochure stressed the 
intensity of Franco-British 
trade, industrial cooperation, 
military and cultural links 
even if some joint ventures, 
such as the Concorde super- 
sonic aircraft or the Anglo- 
French Suez expedition in 
1956, ended in failure. 

With understatement more 
typical of the English, the 
Secretary-General of the 
Foreign Ministry, Betrand 
Dufourcq, told British 
Ambassador Sir Christopher 
Mallaby at an anniversary 
ceremony how highly Paris 
valued British support in 
Europe “when we receive 
it." 

' Mallaby responded by 
quoting the 19th century 
French science fiction writer 
Jules Verne, who said: “The 
channel prevents two peoples 
who were made to get along 
well together from shaking 
each other's hand. I shall dig 
a railway tunnel.” 


AJJ IWUW.J « amrem*. 
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Madmen’s Doctor 


TAMALE, Ghana— Ashe 
-ame out of the operating 
theatre; his green tunic 
soaked in sweat, the Mad- 
Tien’s Doctor wanted to 
-now the news from Rwan- 
da* 

Told of the latest 
stomach-churning atrocity 
committed by soldiers and 
tribal militias in the central 
African hell , he shook bis 
head. 

“It's terrible ., terrible. 
When will they stop?’* 
Asked Dr. David Abdulai, 
a folk hero in bis home 
town of Tamale, northern 
Ghana. 

Dr. Abdulai, his wife 
Doris and their team of 
volunteer doctors and 
muses are Tamale’s safety 
net. They heal and feed the 
tick, the hungry and the 
insane, people left behind 
y the West African coun- 
ty’s single-minded pursuit 
>f economic structural 
djustment. 

“ We offer absolutely free 
tod unconditional medical 
ervices to the poor and 
destitute. 

“ We are a last resort, 
irrespective of sex, race. 


Africa 


creed, religion or whatev- 
er said Dr. Abdulai 

He took a life-changing 
plunge in 1989, when he 
resigned as Tamale’s district 
medical officer and started 
the clinic on scrubland at 
Gurugu. 

After a first medical de- 
gree in Ghana, a second at 
Liverpool in Britain and a 
spell working in Zambia , 
Dr. Abdulai was all set for a 
successful and lucrative 


don’t. They calm down 
naturally, just knowing they 
wiU be fed.” 

The surgical team gulp 
mugs of water , slowly cool- 
ing off after the morning’s 
toil in the operating theatre. 
The clinic is now on the 
electricity grid and the 
generator’s batteries have 
packed up. A solar panel 
turns the theatre into a fur- 


career. 

*7 came back to Ghana 
and saw the rising cost oi 
public health care. I de- 
cided it wasn’t right and 
feave up my well-paid gov- 
ernment job ” be said. 

The people of Tamale 
call him the “ Madmen’s 
Doctor ”. Every day be or a 
colleague get into a pick-up 
and distribute rations to the 
half-naked, deadlocked 
men who roam the streets 
and markets of Tamale, as 
they do in every West Afri- 
can city P 

“People think I put seda- 
tives into the food but I 


nace. 

“We bad to amputate a 
women’s leg. She has can- 
cer,” Dr. Abdulai ex- 
plained. 


That day’s good news was 
about the paralysed patient 
brought to the clinic after a 
government hospital re- 
fused him treatment. He 
could not afford the labora- 
tory tests. 


“That man now has some 
movement in all his limbs. 
ft is very encouraging, ” said 
Dr. Abdulai. 

He says the clinic receives 
no subsidy from govern- 
ment and no regular sup- 
port from international 


charities. 

“ Everything comes from 
individuals and friends or 
friends of friends. When we 
run out of money we look 
for more. 

« All the staff here have 
been told they will not re- 
ceive regular salaries. I pay 
them when I can afford to, ’ 
he said. 

Dr. Abdulai said he was 
giving food regularly to 
2,000 of the 130,000 villa- 
gers displaced by ethnic 
fighting this year in the 
Tamale region. 

He considers the army s 
relief efforts “ very ineffec- 
tive” and is unimpressed by 
the slow response of foreign 
aid agencies based in 
Tamale . “I saw the food 
and medical relief simply 
was not reaching many re- 
fugees.” 

Self-help accounts for the 
clinic's steady expansion 
since 1989. The wards are 
60 circular thatched huts, 
identical to those in north- 
ern Ghana’s villages. 

“I have an agreement 
with local communities. 
Each one is responsible for 
building and maintaining a 
hut where patients from 
their community will stay. 
It’s np to them to do the 
repairs Dr. Abdulai said. 


JOHANNESBURG — After 
history's page has turned this 
week and South Africa be- 
comes a democracy, its new 
black leader may reflect that 
nothing in his life of trial and 
struggle has prepared him for 
what lies ahead. 

Apartheid has died but its 
harsn legacy remains. 

President Nelson Mandela 
— he is projected the winner 
by all the polls — devoted 
most of his 75 years, includ- 
ing 27 years in prison, to this 
moment. 

But analysts say he will 
find that the election was 
only one of the obstacles on 
the path to full black libera- 
tion. 

Three hundred years of 
white domination and seg- 
regation and four decades of 
its ultimate form, apartheid, 
have created two nations: an 
impoverished, largely ignor- 
ant, violence-ridden black 
mass with an affluent, well- 
educated white Layer on top. 

The president’s overriding, 
task will be to heal hatreds 
nurtured by the white minor- 
ity to divide and rule, and to 
elevate the hungiy masses 
while not scaring off the pri- 
vileged who created Africa's 
richest economy largely for 
themselves. 

With a less than sympathe- 
tic white-dominated civil ser- 
vice and a questionably-Ioyai 
army and police, he will face 
a myriad of problems. 

Never far from his sights 
will be the winner-takes-all 
election of 1999 that will re- 
place the multiparty interim 
government of national unity 
to be voted in this week: 
Mandela’s African Nation- 
al Congress says the nation is 
in a mess: 17 million people 
below the poverty line, five 
million — 30 per cent of 
adults — unable to get work, 
seven million homeless, nine 
million illiterate, four million 
without clean water. 

With a population of 40 
million. South Africa gener- 
ates two-thirds of the gross 
domestic product of tiny Bel- 
gium which has a quarter of 
the people. The economy has 
been skewed to provide a 
California lifestyle for five 
million whites. 

The ANC plans a U.S. $11 
billion, five-year reconstruc- 



An ANC supporter carries the new South African Hags through the streets of Johan- 
nesburg (AFP photo) 


tion and development prog- 
ramme. The National Party. 


Apartheid legacy will haunt 


fighting to retain power after 
renouncing its apartheid past, 
says the ANC's housing, 
health and education plan 
will swallow double that 
monev in its first year. 

On' top of that, the new 
leader must seek to address 
the land hunger of a people 
systematically stripped of 
their farms, the iniquitous 
migrant hostel system, deser- 
tified and bankrupt tribal 
homelands and their corrupt 
bureaucracies, women re- 
duced to third class 
citizenship — and a domestic 
crime rate that makes the 
United States look sedate. 

He must also stem political 
violence that has killed 
15,000 people since Africa’s 
last white president, F.W. de 
Klerk, lifted apartheid’s lid 
from black politics four years 
ago. 

Much of the violence stems 
from a death struggle in rural 
Natal not only between the 
ANC and Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezfs Inkatha, but be- 
tween modern democracy 
and the deeply traditional 
ways of omnipotent chiefs 
and witchdoctors. 

It was by no means certain 
that Buthelezi’s eleventh- 
hour decision to take part in 


S. Africa’s black leaders 


the election signalled peace. 
He says he will boycott the 
government of National Uni- 
ty, threatening further 
estrangement with the prob- 
able dominant party. 

Against the deep-seated 
enmity of the two giants of 
black politics, the hostility of 


the pro-apartheid while right, 
exemplified by the brown- 


shirted neo-Nazis of the Afri- 
kaner resistance movement, 
is seen by analysts as a lesser 
danger. 


The white right blusteis, 
but it sounds like Canute rail- 
ing against the tide of history 
that has swept through Afri- 
ca. De Klerk foresees urban 
guerrilla violence, like the 
Bombing that shook Johan- 
nesburg on Sunday, for some 
head, but predicts it 


time 


will be “managea 


predi 

icle". 


Whites voted 2-1 for 
change leading to black 
majority rule in a referendum 
two years ago. Analysts say 
conservative whites are too 
weighed down by jobs and 
mortgages to contemplate 
lives under arms in the bush 


or in exile. 

Mandela promises “harsh 
action against troublemakers 
after the election. Analysts 
agree he will have to be 
tough, but some say his main 
source of concern may arise 
from his own supporters — 
township youths alienated by 
apartheid and expecting the 
world next week as reward 
for their resistance, and a 
deep-rooted culture of pro- 
test in the labour movement. 

Their most articulate 
champion is Mandela s 
estranged wife Winnie, who 
already accuses the ANC’s 
leaders of slipping between 
silk sheets, seduced by big 
business. 

Author Rian Malan wrote 
in Fair Lady Magazine of the 
“joy" whites will feel at 
watching their nemesis the 
ANC “Cleaning up the mess 
we’ve left behind... trying to 
collect rents in Soweto, or 
forcing its juvenile petrol- 
bombers and stone-throwers 
to siddown. shaddup and lis- 
ten to teacher.” 

Mandela, the towering 
giant of black South African 


politics, will assume the Afri- 
can mantle of Ghana's 
Kwame Nknimah and Tanza- 
nia's Julius Nyrere, but be 
will hope to avoid the mis- 
takes that turned their na- 
tions into basket cases. 


“I see a government that 
will be careful" to avoid the 


populist pitfalls of the rest of 
Africa, says Nedbank chief 
economist Edward Osborn: 


“The lessons have been 
learned." 

A regional diplomat said 
Mandela starts his journey 
with more advantages than 
other African leaders — a 
large industrial and sophisti- 
.cated banking and business 
structure — but also more 
fearsome problems, not least 
hot-headed black and white 
South Africans' propensity to 
reach for their guns. 


Zimbabwe's white Trans- 
port Minister Denis Norman, 
who successfully bridged his 
country’s transformation 
from white-ruled Rhodesia, 
predicted: “It will not be 


-as good as many hope, but 
not so bad as they fear." 


Of 


Islamic movements urged to 


define goals, engage in dialogue 


By Berta Gomez 


WASHINGTON — The 
“conflicting signals” sent by 
Islamic political movements 
around die world have contri- 
buted to the West’s mis- 
understanding of theirgoals, 
believes one prominent 
American Muslim. 

“Ail Islamic movements 
should have specific prog- 
rammes to prove to mem- 
selves and to their people and 
to us m the West that they 
deserve to rale,” said Abdur- 
ahman Alamondi, executive 
director of the American 
Muslim Council. 

He cited the example of 
Islamic activists in Algeria, 
whom he described as having 
failed to articulate a consis- 
tent message, and whose 
stated goals range from the 
“logical" to the “negative.” 

Mr. Alamoudi was speak- 
ing on a recent USIA Worl- 
dnet television dialogue with 
journalists and scholars in 
Amman, Casablanca and. 
Sanaa. He was joined in 
Washington by Abdul Aziz 


Said, a professor of Interna- 
tional Relations at American 
University. 

“Our brothers in the Mid- 
dle East and Muslim coun- 
tries are playing an important 
role m developing their coun- 
tries and their political sysr 
terns," Mr. Alamoudi said of 
the growing number of poli- 
tical groups with an Islamic 
orientation. 

But he and Mr. Said 
warned that this positive mes- 
sage is not being fully com- 
municated to the U.S. gov- 
ernment and public. Mr. Said 
indicated that the Wh ite 
House and State Department 
are generally open-minded 
towards Islamic political 
movements, but expressed 
scepticism about the attitude 
of some members of the U.S. 

Congress. . _ . 

One participant in Casab- 
lanca expressed dismay oyer 
the frequent characterisation 
of the Islamic revival as a 
‘ “violent movement” and 
asked whether Western Mus- 
lims were sufficiently orga- 
nised to combat ihat 


stereotype. “Is the Muslim 
community in the West un- 
ited in such a way as to play a 
role and seek our help so that 
we can fulfill our duty?” 
asked the Moroccan partici- 
pant. 

American Muslims, Mr. 
Alamoudi responded, have 
wily recently begun to orga- 
nise themselves politically. 
He added that one of their 
goals is to enlarge the "circle 
of dialogue” that includes the 
U.S. government, Arab and 
Muslim governments, and 
Islamic movements around 
the world. 

A scholar in Amman took 
issue with the Western use of 
the word “fundamentalist’’ to 
describe Islamic political 
movements. “Fundamental- 
ism is a western product" and 
not applicable to Muslims, 
who agree on the sources of 
Islam, said the Jordanian 
scholar. He conveyed con- 
cern over what he termed the 
“campaign against official 
Islam” and the power of the 
pro-Israel lobby, asking: 
“Why can’t U.S. Muslims 


bring more balance (to the 
debate)?” 

Muslims in the United 
States “have full liberty 
within the American law” 
and hope eventually to create 
a strong Arab and Islamic 
lobbying group, Mr. Ala- 
moudi responded. “But you 
have to cooperate with us and 
be patient with us, in order 
that we can be strong in this 
country,” he said to the parti- 
cipants in Jordan, Yemen 
and Morocco. 


Middle Easterners, said 
Dr. Said, have a “cultural 
duty" to help Arab-Amer- 
icans and Muslim-Americans 
define and crystallise the 
issues that are driving politic- 
al Islam in their part of the 
world. “We need to teach 
about the fact of Islamic 
movements and Islam in 
general.” he said. ‘‘Islamic 
organisations in the United 
States and the West need a 
media strategy from the Isla- 
mic world, to help .(them).” 
Mr. Alamoudi suggested 
that the problem of “conflict- 


ing signals” has been com- 
pounded by the reports of 
violence attributed to some 
Islamic groups. The anti-gov- 
ernment and anti-Western 
violence of Muslim organisa- 
tions in Egypt, for example, 
“has harmed that country 
and it has harmed us," he 
said. 

He said that American 
Muslim groups have repe- 
atedly condemned acts of 
political violence, and called 
upon their counterparts in 
the Middle East to take simi- 
larly clear positions. 

Political violence is “un- 
acceptable," even if it is car- 
ried out under the banner of 
a just cause, Mr. Alamoudi 
declared. "There are many 
martyrs among Palesti- 
nians... but this does not per- 
mit us, as Muslims, to shoot 
one single bullet without 
being blamed,” he said. 

He was also critical of the 
Islamic regime in Sudan, 
arguing that its style of gov- 
ernment is in conflict with 
Muslim values- 
USIA. 


Israeli dreams in Gulf unrealistic 


By Youssef Azmeh 
Reuier 


DUBAI — Israeli dreams of 
conquering the lucrative mar- 
kets of the Arab Gulf stales 
are premature and largely un- 
realistic. Gulf-based 
businessmen and diplomats 
say. 

They were commenting on 
the apparent euphoria of 
Israeli officials who visited a 
Gulf state for the first time 
when Oman hosted multi- 


lateral talks spawned by the 
1991 Middle East peace con- 


ference in Madrid. 

“It is totally out of propor- 
tion,” one senior Omani offi- 
cial said. “I do not under- 
stand all this talk about 
breakthroughs." he added. 

The visit allowed the 
Israelis their first official con- 
tact with a wide range of 
political and economic fi- 
gures and gave the Israelis, 
who came in force to Muscat, 
an opportunity to mix re- 
latively freely with Gulf 
Arabs. 

“They were understand- 
ably delighted." said a West- 
ern diplomat, "It broke the 
ice and was an important first 
step towards recognition. But they 
seem to have mistaken the 
Omanis’ natural courtesy for 


genuine friendliness." he 
added. 

Another Western diplo- 
mats said Israeli political 
leaders trying to win support 
for the peace process may be 
playing up the prospects of a 
mo'uth- watering market in 
the Arab Guff states that 
import goods worth some $45 
billion a year. 

The senior Omani official 
said the Israelis, headed by 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yossi Beilin, were told nor- 
mal relations, economic or 
political, were out of ihe 
question ahead of peace be- 
tween Israel and its immedi- 
ate neighbours. 

"We told them (the 
Israelis) — wc will follow 
your neighbours. We will 
never be ahead of them in 
establishing political or eco- 
nomic relations.” ho said. 

"This is not just the posi- 
tion of Oman but of all states 
of the GCC." he said, refer- 
ring to the Gulf Cooperation 
Council that joins Bahrain, 
Kuwait. Qatar. Oman Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates. 

Gulf officials said that 
Qatar and Bahrain, due to 
host further rounds of multi- 
lateral talk> this year, had 
made clear they were doing 


so primarily to underline the 
commitment of the Arab 
Gulf states to the U.S. -spon- 
sored Madrid peace process. 

“We told the Israelis they 
were misguided if they 
thought any of us (in the 
Gulf) would be willing to 
move ahead of the neigh- 
bouring states,” the Omani 
official said. 

"There is no prospect of 
meaningful relations before 
they Have their treaties 
signed and scaled with Syria, 
Jordan. Lebanon and the 
Palestinians." he added. 

"You will not see an Israeli 
ambassador in Muscat before 
you see one in Damascus," 
said another Omani official. 

This position was under- 
lined by Omani Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs 
Youssef Bin Alawi Bin 
Abdullah in an interview with 
reporters who accompanied 
Mr, Beilin to Oman. 

"If peace is achieved be- 
tween Israel and Syria, we 
can start looking to the fu- 
ture... But one cannot fore- 
see peace between you in 
Israel and a distant country 
(like Oman) at a time when 
there is no agreement on 


peaceful steps with the neigh- 
bouring (Arab) states." he 


said. 
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Ideal Systems & Apple Computer 

present 

The launch of 
the Power Macintosh 
in Jordan 

MAY 4-6 


AMMAN MARRIOTT HOTEL 


Back in January 24, 1984, Apple imroduced 
the Macintosh and changed the face of 
computing. And one decade later, Apple is 
preparing everyone for the next revolution, 
the Power Macintosh. 

It is therefore our pleasure to welcome you to 
Powers, Ideal Systems’ most significant 
marketing event since the company’s 
inception, marking the official introduction of 
the Power Macintosh in Jordan. This new 
generation of Macintosh Systems bound to 
revolutionise the world of personal 
computing, is based on the PowerPC 
microprocessors, the fruit of 
co-operation between Apple, IBM™ and 
Motorola™: and is being heralded as the 
potentially defacto standard for the entire 
industry to follow. 

Power PC technology will create the 
foundation for a new generation of faster, more powerful Macintosh 
software. It will allow Apple to provide significant performance 
increase and new capabilities while preserving compatibility with 
existing Macintosh applications and peripherals. 

A i Power’94. you can witness the Power Macintosh execute previously 
time-consuming and complex tasks with the greatest of ease: 
Rendering and image retouching, complex walk-throughs in 
architecture, statistical analysis and computer animation can now be 
performed with far greater speeds, thus saving the end user valuable 
time and money. 

last but not least, we have arranged for a series of seminars tackling 
various important and stimulating topics that are guaranteed to enrich 
your knowledge. 

We take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support and 
to welcome you to Power^. the dawn of a new era. 

LOCATION: AMMAN MARRIOTT HOTEL 

DATES: MAY 4, 5&6 

TIMES: 10am- 2pm& 4pm- 9:30pm 


SPECIAL PRICES 
DURING THE 
EXPO. 


The Dawn of a New Era 
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The Dawn of a New Era 


SEMINAR SCHEDULE 


lln^AMl 24 Abdul Hamad ShanfSaea 

JltiHn — P.O. Bax 182736 

Amman. 11118 Jordan 

JdedSjsttfflsfBwdqisnw) Tdcphooc 67617S/0 Fax 672170 

157 Zahran Stoat, P-O. Bax 1837% idol Craw 

tmmn iniStofafl 151 VssS ALTd Srcrf JGanfcrts) 

ItoTdepbooc 688123 p.O. Bax 182756 

teiflfe 687476 Amman.llJ18jadan 

Telephone 69M7'B 


Gaphk Am Center 

IS7 ZsHvaa Sum 
P. 0 Bnx 1827% 

Aimisn, llllBJoaian 
Tdepbmc 687986 Fix 68747b 
Ideal Service Cemer 
157ZahmSima 
P.O. Bax 1827% 

Anasn, 11118 Jadm 
Tdepbam: 687199 Pa 687476 


fried Tafiitag Getter 

157 Zalrai Sued 
P.O. Bax 182756 
Amman. llURJodan 
Telephone 68li«5 Fax 687476 
IdeaSoU 

157iihsai&ra 
P.O. Box 1827% 

Anman. 11118 Jadan 
TdephoK 688013 ftx 687476 
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PowerPC' 


powerpc meNOLoer 

5p Wed, Hay 4 
10am Tim. Hay 5 
5pm PriMayB 

A must see seminar. Discover the 
power behind the next generation 
of Macintosh Systems that is 
revhihmising the world of 
personal computing. 

ARCHICAD 
Ham Wed, May4 

The best Computer Aided Design 
application available nowon the 
PowerMacintosh 

IDEALS0FT BUSINESS SOLUTIONS 
7pm Wed, May 4 
Find out how you can efficiently 
run your office using IdealSofos 
award-winning business solutions. 


Pfi 


The Dawn of a New Era 


INTERACTIVE PRESENTATIONS 
12pm Tho,May5 

How to best utilise Apple's 
powerful multimedia solutions for 
effective and attractive 
presentations. 

WHIT’S NEW PROM 
LINOTYPE-HELL. 

5pm Tim, May 5 

Take a first-hand look at the latest 
releases from Linotype-Hell, the 
world-leader in prepress 
technology. 

4D DEVELOPMENT 
7pm Tim, May 5 

Come & learn the secrets behind 
ACPs 4th dimension, the most 
powerful relational database on 
the Macintosh. 

DIGITAL VIDEO 

12pm Fri,May 6 

How to edit your videos directly 

on the computer using Apple's 

QuickTime™ along with 

RasteiOps 1 many hardware 

solutions. 

TIME MANAGEMENT TOOLS 
7pm PriMayB 

Have you heard a computer 
reminding you of your five daily 
prayers by actually playing the ■ 
Athan Call? That is our Map+, one 


of Tune Management Tools. 


BOTE 

Due to limited seating, kindly call 
for reservations at 688013 
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Reforms, decline in imports slash 
Arab balance of payments deficit 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
decline in imports by key Arab 
oil producers and economic 
reforms by non-oil states 
slashed tbe Arab balance of 
payments deficit by nearly 65 
per cent in 1992, an official 
report has said. 

. The deficit, which was non- 
existent durum the oil boom, 
stood at $7 trillion in 1992 
compared with $30 billion in 
1991, said the report released 
by the Aba Dhabi-based Arab 
Monetary Fond (AMF). 

The report divided the 22- 
member Arab League into two 
groups: The first comprising 
the six-nation Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) plus key 
oil producers Iraq, Libya and 
Algeria, and the second the 12 
members, which have little oil. 

It showed exports of goods 
and services by tbe first group 
increased slightly to $114 bil- 
lion from $113 billion while 
exports by tbe second group 
jumped to $34 billion from $29 
billion. 

"What helped this positive 
development in exports by the 
second group is the policy of 
freeing prices of goods and 
exchange rates, easing govern- 
ment restrictions on foreign 
trade and supporting export - 
activities by the private sector 
as part of economic reforms/’ 
the report said. 

Imports by tbe second group 
rose to $47 trillion from $41 


bOliofl while the first group 
slashed imports to $10$ billion 
from $121 billion in the same 
period, it said. 

Experts said the combined 
Arab balance of payment de- 
ficit was caused by a sharp 
decline in crude prices over the 
past decade as oil exports 
account for more than 70 per 
cent of the total Arab exports. 

In 1980, when oil prices shot 
above $30, exports by tbe first 
group peaked at $235 billion, 
with imports standing at $114 
billion. The balance of pay- 
ments registered a record sur- 
plus of $121 billion before it 
started to deteriorate in the 
following years. 

Such exports ptummetted to 
$108 billion in 1985 when oil 
prices went below $20 then 
recovered slightly to $113 bil- 
lion in 1991. 

The report said the improve- 
ment in exports of goods and 
services by the second group 
pushed their ratio to the gross 
domestic product to 27 per 
cent in 1992 from between 18 
and 24 per cent in tbe first half 
of the 1980s. 

A breakdown showed mem- 
bers of the first group, except 
Kuwait and Iraq, had a surplus 
in their balance of payments in 
1992 while all those in die 
second group were still suffer- 
ing from a deficit. 

The biggest surplus was re- 
corded in the United Arab 


Fjnmrfes (UAE), standing at 
$4.47 billion. It stood at $1.12 
billion in Algeria and between 
$1 trillion and $2 billion in 
Oman and Qatar. 

In Saudi Arabia, the world’s 
top oil producer and exporter, 


the surplus was only $693 mil- 
lion due to a surge in imports, 
the report said. 

Kuwait, which had enjoyed 
a persistent surplus before the 
1990 Iraqi invasion, suffered 
from a small deficit of $30 
million because of a sharp rise 
in imports and a decline in oil 
exports. 

Iraq, still under a U.N. 
embargo, bad a deficit of $728 
milli on, with e xpor t s standing 
at $413 million and imports at 
$1. 141 bfllian. The report did 


not give details of the Iraqi 
trade. 

Tbe report, which covered 
economic developments in die 
Arab World for 1992, showed 
public and private investment 
in the region totalled $112 bil- 
lion during that year compared 
with $98bflKon in 1991. 

Around S83.6 billion were 
invested in the first group and 
Saudi Arabia received the Bon 
share, with investment of $29 J5 
billion, while no investment 
was registered in war-torn 
Somalia. 

It estimated the combined 
Arab gross national product at 
$478.9 bfllkrn, of which the 
first group accounted for 
$347.7 trillion. 


Manila earns $775m in 
privatisation scheme 

MANILA (AFP) — The Philippines earned 21.72 billion pesos 
($775.71 million) on sale of government assets from 1987 to 
February of this year, the presidential palace said Monday. 

A palace statement quoted Asset Privatisation Trust (APT) 
head Gonzalo Santos as saying that the money came from the sale 
of 10 government-held companies, including three cement firms 
and a local telephone concern. 

Sixty per cent of the money would be used to fund Manila's 
agrarian reform programme. 

The amount, however, does not indude proceeds from the sale 
of big-ticket companies privatised outside APT, such as Petron 
Corp. and Philippine Airlines (PAL). 
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Welcomes AtSAS 

MS AS Annual Meeting 
2 - 5 May 1994 
Amman - Jordan 


welcomes Mr. Stephen Chipping 
International Commercial Director, 

and attending regional directors from 
The United States, The United Kingdom 
Germany, Netherlands, Dubai and South Africa 

^ also welcomes its Middle Eastern partners from 

Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, Yemen, Oman, Qatar, Bahrain, 

United Arab Emarates, Kuwait, Pakistan and the Islamic Republic of Iran 

19 9 5 STRATEGY 
Middle East and Jordan as Gateway 
in Focus 


0U Consolidated Marketing and Logistics Corp. Tel. 644160 


WELL, THAT'S IT, CHARLIE 
BROWN ..LUE L05TA6A1N 



IN THE OLD 
DAYS, IF 
[ SOMEONE WAS 
DEFEATED, HE 
HELD UP A 
WHITE FLAG.. 
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Kuwaiti proposals seen failing deficit challenge 

The cabinet on April 24 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti 
jposais emailing 
;r cent rise in the deficit in 


budget proposals emailing a 50 


show the government 
is not serious about tackling 
the shortfall,* an economic con- 
sultancy has said. 

Under the proposals, a 20 
per cent spending cut officials 
have recommended for the 
second half of this financial 
year to curb the growing 
budget gap would not be car- 
ried through into 1994/95, the 
AJ Shall Consultancy said in a 
commentary. 

“Tbe budget proposal does 
not reflect that direction at 
all," A1 Shall said. 

There has been no indication 
as yet how far the 20 per cent 
cut recommended by tbe fi- 
nance ministry for Jan. 1 to 


June 30, 1994, has been im- 
plemented. 

AJ Shad, saying the 1994/95 
proposals would reinstate pre- 
vious levels of spending, 
added: "The finance ministry 
failed to provide any justifica- 
tion for its failure to abide by 
its own recommendations, ft 
(the ministry) attributed the 
deficit to an increase in de- 
fence spending, as if the pre- 
vious year’s deficit was either 
acceptable or an appropriate 
yardstick." 

“This is not a comforting 
sign since it gives the impress- 
ion that the ministry is neither 
capable of controlling the de- 
ficit nor serious about adopting 
sincere measures to combat 
it," it pointed out. 


agreed broad plans that would 
entail a rise of 50 per cent in a 
net deficit swollen by costs 
linked to the Gulf war that 
ended Iraq's 2990-91 occupa- 
tion. 

Most of the rise is due to the 
inclusion for the first time of 
allocations for arms procure- 
ment that have hitherto been 
off-budget. The proposed 
allocations in 1994/% come to 
500 million dinars ($1.68 bil- 
lion). 

But even leaving aside de- 
fence allocations, the propos- 
als represent a mere 1.19 per 
cent reduction in spending in 
1994/95. 

Proposed spending of 4.39 
billion dinars ($14.78 billion) 


and proposed revenue of 2.537 
billion dinare ($8.54 billion)^ 
would leave a net defiat 
1.853 ($6.24 billion), com-^-^ 
pared to a projected net deficit,. -, 
m 1993/94 of 1.223 billion di- ; ,. > 
nars ($4.1 billion). 

A1 Shall said another (fas-. 
turbing sign was lack of clarity^ 
in the budget proposals about 
what flows of state money they! - , 
actually reflected. It was not" ; 
clear whether state investment ; .1 
earnings or debt service pay- ‘ . 
meats were included, it said. 7 . 

The deficit rose sharply after ‘ J 
Kuwait spent half its reserves 
on costs associated with the'-- 
Gulf war, including a $20 bil- .. 
lion payment towards Opera- - ~ 
don Desert Storm, and further "- 
hill inns on oil sector repairs 1 -' 
and handouts to citizens. 


Castro says tough measures needed on reforms 


HAVANA (R) — Cuban Pres- 
ident Fidel Castro says thane 
can be no half measures in his 
country as it seeks to reduce 
the “cancer” of excess curren- 
cy in circulation and return 
buying power to tbe island's 
people. 

Speaking on tbe first day of a 
special session of parliament to 
debate steps to dean up the 
nation's finances. President 
Castro urged “political cour- 
age” for steps he said would be 
tough and which needed the 
maxi mu m understanding from 
tbe people. 

The Qiban leader spoke af- 
ter his finance minister, Jose 
Los Rodriguez, presented a 
wide range of possible mea- 
sures aimed at reducing excess 


pesos in circulation and cuttin g 
a yawning state budget deficit, 
including price hikes on a 
series of goods and services, 
and moves to stimulate more 
and longer-term savings. _____ 

The minister’s speech 
amounted to a blueprint for 
■important changes in commun- 
ist-ruled Cuba, facing severe 
economic crisis since tbe col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union and 
the end of traditional trade and 
aid ties. The Caribbean island 
is engaged in a process of 
cautions economic liberalisa- 
tion. 

It was not dear how many of 
die lengthy fist of possible 
steps suggested by Mr. Rodri- 
guez would eventually be 



An unidentified resident draws tbe new notes lie jnst drew from 
iris account Monday on the Bank of China's first day of issuing 
banknotes. The bank is offering five values of the load currency 
(AFP photo) 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY MAY 3, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
The morning finds it possible for 
you to make plans that could give 
you added abundance in the days 
ahead if you take a new tact 
where productive ideas are con- 
cerned. Avoid one who gossips. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Study monetary affairs that are 
important to your progress. 
Modem methods bring fine re- 
sults. Be alert at all time to new 
and p r osperous opportunities. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Personal matters arc fine to fol- 
low now, but be sure to carry 
through with what family mem- 
ben: expect of you in the days to 
come. 

GEMINI; (May 21 to June 21) 
You have plans for getting 
ahead, but take your time in 
{tutting them in operation. Relax 
at home tonight with those you 
arc most fond of. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
21} Plan how to be more 
ih business dealings 
and be more productive. Main- 
tain harmony at home and every- 
thing will be great. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Listening with interest to what 
allies have to say helps them 
cooperate more with you, and 
you with them. Be logical on any 
project today. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Put new ideas to work 


and expand in your line of en- 
deavour. Make contacts which 
are important to you and you will 
get the right results. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Think what must be done 
to improve relationships with 
business allies. Delve into new 
activities and get excellent results 
which draw. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 

November 21) Keeping promises 
you have made to associates is 
important at this time. Be alert 
to what is going on around you 
and you will be very successful. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Obtain impor- 
tant data you need from the nght 
sources, then go ahead with 
plans you have made. Express 
happiness to those around you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Assets from diffe- 
rent sources could come your 
way at this time. Good time to 
engage in creative activities 
which will be very beneficial. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Don't let anyone 
force you into a situation that 
you know is not right for you. Be 
poised al all times today for a 
beneficial situation. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) One who understands your 
life's goals can be helpful to you 
at this time- come to a fine 
accord with associates on any 
new endeavour. 


taken. The parliamentary ses- 
sion was called to approve 
guidelines for measures and 
not the steps themselves. 

“We should not do anything 
by half," urged President 
Castro. 

“If we are going to take half 
measures we might as well not 
do anything. We have to re- 
solve the problem... we have 
to try to ensure that money is 
worth something,’' he said. 

Cuba’s internal financial 
problems are typified by die 
average worker, who might 
earn 200 pesos, spends less 
than half of it on rent, services 
and scant state-distributed 
food and the rest of it on 
exortionate black market 
prices for items as necessary as 
cooking oil. 

The official exchange rate 
for the peso is (me per dollar, 
although tiie Cuban currency 
changed hands for around 100 
rimes less than thfa on the 
Mack market. Tbe dollar, 
whose use was legalised last 
year, is now widely used on tiie 
Made market. 

Many of the deputies. Presi- 
dent Castro and Mr. Rodri- 
guez included, urged measures 
against people getting rich by 
illicit means amid the current 
economic crunch — such as 
black marketeers or people 
illegally buying and selling 
houses. 

“The worker has to win the 
battle against the person who 
does nothing,” President Cas- 
tro said. 

Posable steps suggested by 
Mr, Rodriguez included price' 


hikes on some very heavily. — 
subsidised basic products and a v 7 
range of non-essential goods ' - 
such as cigarettes, alcohol and 
gasoline, as well as on services 
such as electricity, telephone^ , 
and mail. 

He also suggested creating;.", 
special savings accounts thaC.^. 
would allow money in banks to - * 
be frozen for a fixed period,'/ ' 
and issuing state bonds. 

And he proposed issuing a; * 
convertible peso to allow the '.: . 
state greater control over bard / 
currency such as the U.S. doK: ’■ 
lar in circulation. 

On measures to stimulate 
savings, Mr. Rodriguez said . 
that 59 per cent of the ll.fi ** 
billion pesos currently in dr-; 
eolation were in savings .' ; 
accounts, with the rest in the .** 
hands of the public. 

He said interest rate raises / 
would not necessarily work as . ' ' 
a stimulus to more and longer-, 
term savings, suggesting the ' _ 
creation of savings accounts 
with a specific destination for " 
spending, or accounts “that - T 
allow the immobilisation of - - 
funds for a fixed time, a sort of 
special savings bonds." 

He also suggested fixed term 
hard currency savings accounts v 
and tbe issuing of some form of .' F 
state bonds. 

On control of hard currency, 
whose use was legalised eight - . 
months ago, Mr. Rodriguez/ 
said tiie state had to gain grea- „ . . 
ter control over its circulation, - 1 
adding one possibility was the * , _ 

issue of a convertible or hardT 1 

currency peso for use in the 
.^EStmtry. 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

fry Henri Amok* and MJto Arglrton 


She's the best 
=%. I 



TAL 

NED 


nz 

cc 

LL 


DOAFER 



L 


SHE BECAME THE 
CHEF ARTIST 
BECAUSE SHE 
WAS 

Now arrange the d rated letters to, 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


— ^"raTam-m” 


Yesterday’s 


Jumbles; NEWSY GOURD 


(Answers tomorrow) 
SUBTLY FIDDLE 


Answer What the young couple called their drive to 
lovers lane — A "BUSS' RIDE 




THE Daily Crossword by Don Johnson 


ACROSS 
1 Nonsense 
5 Actress Buretyn 
10 Row 

14 Fit 

15 Dudley or Demi 

16 Forces 

17 Bandleader .of 
oU 

19 Labor 

20 Hesitate tn 
speech 

21 "Unto — " 
(Afcott) 

22 Inasmuch as 

23 Otter 

24 Hang around 

25 Fictional sleuth 
31 Faithful 

33 Ravel 

33 Iran ruler, once 

37 Classifies 

38 Somme summer 

39 Put on 

40 Copies 

41 Curb 

42 Special esteem 

43 Lester Platt's 
partner 

45 now 

49 Success 

50 Pigment 

5f Muscular guy 
54 Cow or horse 
stan 

57 Undersized one 
SflSmgw- 
wngwrrtw 

60 East end of a 
church 

61 Skirt style 

63 Mwficmal herb 

63 Grandpa Walton 
portrayer 

64 Skirt feature 

65 Hun 

DOWN 

1 Uve alone 

2 Woodwind 

3 Run-down area 

4 Layer 

5 Persomty 

6 Ricn earth 

7 Run out or me 
money 

8 Shamrock land 
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*a <fcrf4» RnVnd 

9 Once called 

10 Shiny fabric 

11 Pointed pari 

12 Vestment 

13 US pres Went 

18 HevdVss OrtsJdy 

22 Transgress 

23 Outdoes 

24 Composer 
Delibes 

25 Famous Honess 

26 Chicago section 

27 Harp'S COUSm 

28 Odd 

29 Pantflng 

30 BUsstui places 

33 Corpulent 

34 Exhibit 

35 Excited 

36 Towel word 
39 Hoty piece 
41 Batter 

43 Corrode 

44 Swiss 
dwelling 

45 Wagon wheat 
wedge 


rexrtnfry't ftah SftfriF 


nnon RttraniH nnnfi 
nnng nnnnn nnnS 
rannn nranrcnnnnnn 
nnnnnnnR nrdRnn 
nnnn rcrann 1 
RciFinnn nnnnnnm 
nnnnn rannnn Mnn 
fnnnrj nannn nnnK 
nnri rannnn nnnnn 
nnmnnnr?n nnrannn 
nnnR nnnn 7 
nnnnrnn nnrjrinnnn 
nnnnnfnrnnuR nnmn 

HESS oRnn 


46 Brownish fifty 

47 Wash cycle 

48 Enrol 
fit Foyer 

52 Indian 

53 — Usa 


»!£££ 

58 Surpass 

59 Krazy — 
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ADB warns against 'swift and dirty 5 development 


NICE, France (AFP) — The 

^R\ D Er elo J mcnt Bank 
(J7DB) Monday warned 

against “swift and dirty" 
growth in member states 
saying the region’s timber ns 
serves might vanish in 40 years 
as qties bred politically explo- 
sive slums. 

ADB experts said in a report 
released at the 55-nation 
bank's annual meeting here 
that although environmental 
planning was enjoying broader 
Asian support, the “green" 
campaign could wilt amid a 

global aid shortage. 

"The industrial revolution in 
the Asian and Pacific region 
has been both swift and dirty 
said the report to ADB mem- 
bers, comprising Asian de- 
veloping countries and their 
industrial trading partners. 

The region “can be proud of 
its growth record in recent 


years, but it cannot disregard 
its failure to protect -its en- 
vironment resources,*’ added 
•the report, blaming high 
population growth as a key 
factor. 

Asian countries have paced 
the rest of the world in econo- 
mic growth for more than two 
decades and are forecast to 
remain the fastest-growing re- 
gion in the next few yean, 
averaging seven per cent 
annual expansion. 

But Asia, with half the 
world's population, is still 
home to two-thirds of its poor. 
By ADB estimates more than 
TOO million Asians are trapped 
in poverty, while people in 
Tokyo, Hong Kong and Singa- 
pore enjoy inoomes and lifes- 
tyles on a par with the West. 

The -bank, which advocates 
“sustainable development,” 
deed deforestation — closely 


linked to rapid population 
growth — as the most urgent 
environmental problem in the 
region. 

It said one-fifth of Asia’s 
land area was still forested but 
with more and more mouths to 
feed, the tree cover was 
vanishing at the rate of four 
million hectares (10 million 
acres) a year, while replanting 
moved half as fast. 

“At current rates of harvest- 
ing. the region's remaining 
timber reserves will disappear 
in less than 40 years,” the 
report said. 

Biodiversity is also at great 
risk, the ADB said, pointing to 
Bangladesh, where hilly 94 per 
cent of the wildlife habitat has 
been wiped out. 

Kazi Jalal, chief of the en- 
vironment office in the ADB, 
said “the situation is not yet 
desperate/' citing growing 


awareness of the problem in 
Asia, especially economies. 

The report also noted a 
trend toward intensive fann- 
ing, which requires less land to 
clear to produce more crops. 

However, poorer countries 
do not have funds or institu- 
tions to sustain environmental 
programmes. 

The rising popularity of en- 
vironment issues runs smack 
into a squeeze on aid money 
resulting from the world reces- 
sion, making it difficult to 
achieve the lofty goals of the 
1992 earth summit in Rio de 
Janeiro. 

“Without new sources of fi- 
nance the extensive effort pre- 
scribed by the earth summit 
will not succeed," the report 
said. 

The Philippines-based ADB 
also called attention to run- 
away urbanisation in Asian de- 


veloping countries, where 
cities would account for half 
the population by 2020. 

Twelve of die world’s 20 
"megadries" will be found in 
Aria by the cum of the century, 
and despite increasing atten- 
tion to the urban poor, "in 
many cities, poverty remains a 
potential politically explosive 
problem.” 

The ADB has lent out dose 
to 50 billion since 1966, mostly 
on infrastructure projects. It 
oeated an environment unit in 
1987 to improve the environ- 
mental impact of its projects 
and address regional problems. 

The bank has resolved to 
devote half of the number of 
projects it approves to social 
and environmental objectives, 
though they mil still comprise 
a smaller portion of the hinds 
committed to borrowers than 
traditional projects. 


Jordan will not attend signing 

( Continu ed from page I) 


“reservations and firm posi- 
tions” in the modalities and 
anism of the proposed 

AFP adds from Cairo: Syria' 
will not attend the signing of 
the Palestinian autonomy 
accord, Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa said Mon- 
day. 

“I do not think Syria’s Fore- 
ign Minister (Farouk A1 Shar- 
aa) will attend the c eremony," 
Mr.' Musa told reporters. 

Damascus has criticised the 
PLO-Israch deal on limited 
autonomy as a “separate deal" 
unde naming Arab solidarity 
and Syria’s quest for “global 
peace." 

In Tunis, Palestinian offi- 
cials said PLO Political De- 
partment chief Farouk Kad- 


douxni had also turned down 
an invitation from Egypt to 
attend the ceremony. 

Mr. Kaddoumi, who has ex- 
pressed reservations over the 
deal, refused to attend the 
historic Sept. 13 ceremony at 
the White House, when the 
PLO and Israel signed the dec- 
laration of principles opening 
the way for autonomy. 

In total 50 Palestinian offi- 
cials were invited to the cere- 
mony, including former chief 
negotiator Haydar Abdul Sbafi 
and spokeswoman Hanan 
Ashrawi, Palestinian officials 


said 

many Arab officials had agreed 
to attend, including the foreign 
ministers of Morocco, Qatar, 
Tunisia »nrf Oman. 


Doha meeting opens today 


| (Continued 

“Definitely we bear more 
j willingness and tranquillity 
) than previous times... it seems 
i to me that today there will be 
more openness," he told the 
, Israeli media. 

Syria and Lebanon, which 
see the multilateral talks as a 
. me chanism to normalise the 
status of the Jewish state, have 


from page 1) 

boycotted the multilateral talks 
since the beginning insisting 
progres s should first be made 
with Israel in bilateral negotia- 
tions Jordan, which is 


ing interceptions of ships 
bound for its Aqaba port by 
the U.S.-led task force enforc- 
ing sanctions against Iraq, has 
sent an observer. 


4* Israeli soldiers wounded 
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(Continued from page 1) 
Tal, Israel radios said. The 
ragged edge of the town and its 
refugee camp has been the 
sight of frequent gunfire to- 
wards new outposts guarding 
the settlements. 

The ambush caused the 
jeep’s driver to lose control 
and it overturned after 
crashing through a fence, an 
army statement said. 

An officer and a soldier were 
seriously injured in the gun- 


fire, while two other soldiers 
were, only slightly injured 
when the jeep flipped, the 
statdhent added. 

. The army started searching 
for the assailants and several 
Palestinians Were detained for 
questioning. 

A spokesman said the army 
had to loosen its open fire 
orders, restricted after soldiers 
killed six supporters of PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat’s Fateh 
faction in an April shootout. 
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Israel, Syria in serious phase 

; ' (Continued from page 1) 


within Israel’s ruling Labour 
Pafty and among the electorate 
erupted in parliament and at a 
party meeting. 

Three motions for no- 
coqfidence in the Rabin gov- 
ernment were introduced in 
the Knesset. 

: Critics said Israel was not 
getting anything in return for 
its ^ overtures to Mr. Assad. 
Isi^eli sources acknowledged 


the gap between the two rides 
remained wide. 

The prime minister’s re- 
sponse was that be had not 
drawn a line of withdrawal on a 
map for the Syrians. But 
sources who declined to be 
identified acknowledged that 
Mr. Christopher did not return 
with any specific Syrian con- 
cession. 

Mr. Christopher will go to 
Cairo on Tuesday. 
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Bhutto to introduce sales tax 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistani Prime Minister Be- 
nazir Bhutto plans to introduce 
a sales tax in the next fiscal 
year from July, despite opposi- 
tion from business and con- 
sumers, press reports have 
said. 

She told editors of national 
daily newspapers in Karachi 
that she had dircided to change 


the tax situation maintained by 
the previous governments. 

She advised the public to be 
prepared for a harsh budget 
which is expected in June, and 
said that the government was 
meeting tough resistance from 
industry and business on the 
proposal to levy a general sales 
tax. 

HeT government has recent- 
ly increased prices of some 


consumer goods, including the 
staple wheat flour, triggering a 
campaign against inflation and 
almost daily protest rallies by 
opposition parties in different 
cities. 

However, Ms. Bhutto fore- 
cast that the steps initiated by 
her six-month-old government 
would reap a rich harvest in 18 
months. 


Report finds tourists spending 
big in Australia shops 


CANBERRA (R) — Tourists 
are spending more than 1.5 
billion Australian dollars ($1.1 
billion) a year in Australian 
shops, a government survey 
has found. 

“We’ve vastly underesti- 
mated the importance of tour- 
ists to the retail sector,” Tour- 
ism Minister Michael Lee said 
in a statement accompanying 
the survey. “We’ve just 
assumed they buy the furry 
koala, souvenirs and duty-free 
goods," he said. 

_ But it now appeared tourists 
spent muen of their money in» 
department stores buying a 
fairly broad range of merchan- 
dise. 


The survey found that 
Japanese tourists spent the 
most in shops, despite their 
relatively brief vacations in 
Australia. 

Japanese spent an average of 
95 Australian dollars ($68) a 
day on shopping for a total of 
709 Australian dollars ($506) 
per trip. 

British and Irish tourists, 
grouped together, spend 646. 
Australian dollars ($461) in 
shops on an average visit, but 
only 14 Australian dollars 
($10) a day, since many of 
them are backpackers on ex- 
tended trips. 

Typical Australian souvenirs 
still feature prominently. 


“Toys, including koalas and 
kangaroos, were bought by 48 
per cent of visitors and were 
particularly popular with 
Japanese.” the report said. 

Seventy seven per cent of 
Japanese tourists boarded the 
plane home with such a furry 
animal. 

Tourists also Hked choco- 
lates and gems. 

The industry achieves “ex- 
ports” of goods and services, 
much of them sold in Austra- 
lia, of around 8 billion Austra- 
lian dollares ($5.7 billion) a 
year, helping to hold down an 
annual current account deficit 
of around 16 billion Australian 
dollars ($11.4 bflbon). 


Japanese market foresees 
dollar falling below 100 yen 


TOKYO (AFP) — The recent 
show of support for the dollar 
by Japanese and American au- 
thorities is not enough to pre- 
vent it from falling below the 
100-yen barrier in the next few 
days, dealers said Monday. 

“The market is not that im- 
pressed by these statements 
and the yen will break through 
the 100-yen limit (to the dollar) 
next week,” said Luc Corign, 
chief foreign exchange dealer 
at the Tokyo branch of Banque 
Nationale de Paris. . 

The dollar dosed at 101.80 
here Monday in quiet trading 
ahead of a three-day holiday 
break. On Friday, when 
Japanese markets were also 
closed, it tumbled to 100.70 
yen in European trading, close 
to the currency’s all-time low 
of 100.40 yen on Aug. 17 last 
year. 


U-S. Treasury Secretary 
LJoyd Bcntsen warned over 
the weekend that the Federal 
Reserve would continue to in- 
. tervene against "excessive fluc- 
tuations” of the dollar. Die 
new Japanese government of 
Prime Minister Tsutomu Hata 
met Saturday to discuss de- 
velopments. 

“As long as we stay below 
105 yen, the market's tendency 
will be to try to smash the 
100-yen barrier,” Mr. Corign 
said. 

Some market participants 
nevertheless said the state- 
ments in Washington helped 
support the dollar, given that 
the United States often uses 
the threat of a stronger yen to 
exert pressure on Japan in bi- 
lateral trade talks. 

“The American government 
has clearly understood the 


need to defend the dollar as it’s 
worried about the impact a 
weak dollar would have on the 
bond markets,” said MasayuJd 
Hanaoka, a dealer at Bank of 
Tokyo Ltd. 

Mr. Hanaoka said the dollar 
was likely to resume climbing 
once the market gets the feel- 
ing of having “achieved its 
goal” in pushing the currency 
lower. 

“Although the trend has not 
changed, there is quite a good 
chance of a rebound of the 
dollar,” he said. 

Tatsuhiro Iwashige, from 
Dutch Bank AMB-Amro, also 
sees the doBar recovering. 

“Towards the second or 
third week of May, the dollar 
should resume climbing," be 
said, predicting an exchange 
rate of around 105 yen by then. 
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the american language center 
IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE ITS 
28 MAY 1994 -19 JULY 1994 SESSION 

Adult English courses 

Classes are held at 9:30 a.m.-ll:30 am; 11:45 a.m.; 1:45 p.m 
4:15 p.m.; 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p 
Each course Is 80 academic hours. 

General English Skills, 

Conversation 1, 

TOEFL 1, 

Business English, 

TOEFL 2, 

Professional Communication, 

Advanced Academic Writing 


; 2:15 p.m.- 

m. 

Levels 1-6 
Levels 5,6 
Level 6 
Level 6 
Level 7 
Level 7 
Level 8 


New students should take a placement test on May 4. 
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., or 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Please call 859-859 for more Information. 
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FOR RENTS’ SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun .Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 ' 
Fax: 810520 


La vie Beauty 
center 

\for Facial cleansing. Massage, 
Sugaring, Waxing flail Care 

, Make-Up And Bridal 
Make-Up. 

We use die best French Cosmetic* 
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fernand aubry 


I Reservation & Information 

Urn Uthainah - Tel.: 661217 
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Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 
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"Setetirte T.V. Reception” 
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Amman - Tel. 607153 
P.OBox 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 238Q8 DAflOTL JO 

Ideal ReaWence For 
niliiiTeriunil 


Budget 


The Official Car &Tntck l 
Rental Company* 

WorldCupUSm 

Tel :698 131 
Fcck:673 312 

/ CHEN’S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

-Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongol tag Barteque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
, _ specialities 

Open daily 12tf0 - 3 JO p.m. 
630 - Midnight 

v Mr Conditioned Hafi J 


Rent Chinese Cuisine 
and Great Far Eastern 
Atmosphere . 
Open for Lunch & 
Dinner 6 days 
a week 


,MM1\UZE 

S fiOfCXs PUB 

Sports & programmes 
Live Via Satellite 
7 days a week 
-Ip.m. till 12 p.m. 
and the kamika/is 
are alwavs I J.D. Each 


TeL653482 
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ATMOSPHERE 

CREATORS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 

From M 6 PJUL to 3 JB AJL 
Tuesday dosed 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middk East Hotel - Shmeisani 


SOUTH ELECTRONICS CO. 



We have all types of 
Electrical home appliances 
TV., W.M. Ref.. Audios, V.C., 
T.V. with video, Fax, Pianos 

DUTY FREE ^ 


Wholesale and retail 
transactions 

Sec. Tel.: 698190/1/2 
Fax: (9626) 696193 
P.O.Box 860236 
Amman - Jordan 


The first & best 
. Chinese Restaurant 
hi Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, near 
ANtyyah Girls School 

Open daily 12 : 00 - 3: 30 

p.m. 

7.-00 — MidnigSt 

TeL 639968 
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Deluxe VSas and Apartments < 
in Amman. 

For farther detials please call 
SANABLE REAL ESTATE 
TEL:864230 FAX864231 
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SZEEHWAN fiftRBENS 
EHINESE RESTAURANT 
Topical Chinese Foods 


Opu 1L3Q-330& fcflp- 


Take away is avaiZaMe 

Shat AbArab Street 
Urn Uthainah Commsr dal Cento 

TeL: 861174 

jOncc Tested muMysuiedj 


AVIS 


We try harder. 



699-420 j 


SELECT HOTEL 




@ Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jabal A 1 Webdeh/Tel. 637 1 01 / 637 102 
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STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:* 

• JUMBO pfroto 
gbm 30 % iargmr 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grimfiays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
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. Korean troops on alert after 
orth’s unusual military moves 


SEOUL (R) — President Kim 
Young-Sam-Monday ordered 
the nation's 650,000-strong 
armed forces to keep an 
around-the-clock vigil follow- 
ing unusual military moves by 
Communist North Korea in 
recent days. 

“The Defence Ministry 
should be folly prepared to 
cope with any eventuality ' 
with all the soldiers exercising 
a 24-hour watertight vigi- 
lance,” Mr. Kim was quoted 
by an aide as telling a meeting 
of security-related cabinet 
ministers. 

A Defence Ministry spokes- 
man said the presidential state- 
ment was not meant to in- 
crease the level of alert but to 
stress that troops should al- 
ways maintain their vigilance. 

“We are not seeing the un- 
usual North Korean move- 
ments of recent days as a sign 
that they will commit a serious 
provocation against the 
South,” the spokesman said. 

Mr. Kim's instruction came 
as the United Nations forces 
stationed in South Korea ac- 
cused the north of violating a. 
41-year-old armistice agree- 
ment by deploying more sol- 
diers and weapons than per- 
mitted at the tense inter- 
Korean border. 

A U.N. Command (UNC) 
spokesman said North Korea, 
which has in recent days de- 
scribed die armistice that en- 
ded die 1950-53 Korean War as 
“a worthless piece of paper”, 
had increased forces at the 


Pammmjom frontier crossing 
to unacceptable levels. 

“Early in the evening on 
April 29, the (North) Korean 
People’s Army (KPA) for 
several hours had more men 
and weapons in the joint secur- 
ity area (JSA) at Panmunjom 
than permitted by the armistice 
agreement,” a UNC spokes- 
man said. 

Tension is always high in the 
Panmunjom JSA, a circle 800 
metres in diametre, because 
each side is permitted to have 
up to 35 military police inride. 

“As with similar violations 
in the past, the U.N. Com- 
mand is addressing the issue 
with the KPA through • fhe 
Military Armistice Commis- 
sion (MAC) channel,” the 
spokesman said. 

South Korean Armed Forces 
and U.S. troops were put on 
alert for about three hours 
Saturday when about 20 North 
Korean aircraft were moni- 
tored dying towards Seoul. 

The South’s Defence Minis- 
try said .the North Korean Air 
Force appeared to be on a 
regular training exercise but it 
was very unusual that it was 
conducted on a Saturday. 

During Monday’s security 
meeting, the first since South 
Korea named a new unification 
minister Saturday, Mr. Kim 
said North Korea recently 
withdrew several members of 
its MAC secretariat on resi- 
dent duty at Panmonjom. 

Mr. Kan was Quoted by his 
aides as saying North Korean 


soldiers equipped with arms 
and helmets appeared at Pan- 
munjom last Friday, breaking 
die armistice pact 

The number, movement and 
dress of North Korean and 
U.N. troops stationed at Pan- 
munjom, the only crossing 
point mi the inter-Korean bor- 
der, is strictly laid down under 
die armistice agreement 

The UNC spokesman said in 
a separate statement North 
Korea had announced its in- 
tention to withdraw from the 
MAC, winch supervises imple- 
mentation of the Korean truce. 

The North has boycotted 
MAC meetings since a South 
Korean general was appointed 
head of the five-person UNC 
delegation in March 1991, re- 
placing an American. 

“Mutual agreement is re- 
quired to alter the armistice 
agreement and such an action 
would constitute a fun- 
damental change to that agree- 
ment,” the spokesman said. 

“UNC officials are working 
to resolve this matter through 
continuing dialogue with KPA 
representatives and careful 
consultation with allied gov- 
ernments and other forces in- 
volved in the armistice agree- 
ment,” he said. 

Military commanders for 
North Korea, the United 
States and China, which aided 
the North, are signatories to 
the military truce which has 
never been converted into a 
peace treaty. 

A Seoul Defence Ministry 


official said the North Korean 
move could be interpreted as 
an indication the hardline Sta- 
linist stale was trying to nullify 
the commission. 

North Korea, which has de- 
fied the U&ited Nations by 
refusing to allow full inspection 
of its nuclear facilities by Inter- 
national Atomic Energy Agen- 
cy (IAEA) officials, last week 
proposed negotiations with the 
United States to replace the 
armistice with a peace agree- 
ment. 

But a U.S. State Depart- 
ment spokeswoman said last 
Thursday the armistice re- 
mained “in full effect and all 
practical arrangements that 
would keep open the lines of 
communications between the 
U.N. Command and the North 
Korean military are still in 
place.” 

Meanwhile, the IAEA said 
Monday time was running 
short for its bid to monitor 
refuelling at North Korea’s 
Yongbyong nuclear plant, but 
it has yet to break a diplomatic 
deadlock over inspection 
terms. 

North Korea wants to start 
refuelling at the five megawatt 
reactor — suspected by the 
West of being part of a covert 
nuclear weapons programme 
— in early May. 

But Pyongyang has put un- 
acceptable terms on its invita- 
tion to inspectors from the 
IAEA to observe the work, 
IAEA spokesman David Kyd 
said. 


warns of peril of war 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Cambodian head of state King 
Norodom Sihanouk said Mon- 
day that his pleas for peace 
were falling on deaf ears and 
that his country would con- 
tinue to be victimised by war. 

“It's very sad, very unfor- 
tunate to have war, continual 
war,” King Sihanouk said in 
emotional remarks to a small 
group of Cambodian journal- 
ists. “Why? Our peojple. all 
our people, they are victims of 
war and our country is a civil- 
war victim. 

“It's unreasonable to des- 
troy our own country, our 
national wealth. We must put' 
an end to this war but no one 
lilstens to me.” 

King Sihanouk said there 
was no prospect of peace talks 
now between the government 
formed after U.N. -run elec- 
tions a year ago and its bitter 
enemy, the Khmer Rouge, 
who refused to face voters. 


“The roundtable . cannot 
take place for the time bring 
because there is a very serious 
difference between Phnom 
Penh and the Khmer Rouge,” 
he said. 

King Sihanouk had original- 
ly proposed five days of peace 
talks starting May 2 to be held 
in neutral territory at the royal 
palace under his chairmanship. 

The Khmer Rouge’s nomin- 
al leader, Kttieu Samphao, re- 
jected the offer, saying the 
government was incapable of 
guaranteeing his delegation's 
security. 

The charge was denied by 
■the government, which said it 
could “guarantee 100 per cent” 
the guerrillas’ safety in Rmom 
Penh. 

The king was meeting with 
tire government co-premiers, 
his son Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh and Hun Sen, Mon- 
day evening and he said earlier 
he would get their views on 


trying to hold peace talks in 
France. 

The Maoist rebels, responsi- 
ble for the deaths of a nriflion 
Cambodians by execution, dis- 
ease and starvation during 
their bru t a l reign in power 
fasting from 1975 until 1979, 
have continued to wage a guer- 
rilla war to back their demands 
for a senior advisory rule in 
government. 

‘'The military situation in 
the northwest is very bad for 
the time being,” Major- 
General Qmn Chrteang, direc- 
tor of international relations at 
die National Defence Ministry 
told Renters. 

Bog Sihanouk said there 
was one encouraging sign ab- 
out peace talks, gov ernm ent 
permission to allow the Khmer 
Rouge to stay in the royal 
palace itself. But this was re- 
fused by the Khmer Rouge. 
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Japan 
Drepares 
aws to 
deal with 
N. Korean 
crisis 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan has 
prepared emergency legisla- 
tion to deal until the crisis over 
North Korea’s suspected de- 
velopment of nuclear -weapons, 
government sources were 
quoted as saying Monday. 

But the sources said the new 
minority government of Prune 
Minister Tsutomu Hata had 
not yet decided whether to 
submit the legislation to parlia- 
ment, given expected opposi- 
tion from the Social Democra- 
tic Party (SDP). 

“We have already finished 
preparations for emergency 
legislative arrangements,” Jiji 
Press quoted one gove rnm ent 
source as saying. 

Mr. Hata, swo r n in as prime 
m i nis t er Thursday last week, 
was meanwhile quoted by 
KyodoNewi Services as saying 
he had not received any official 
reports on such preparations 
although the government 
“seems” to considering the 


Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Hiroshi Kumagai said Sunday 
it was “ n atural that we prepare’ 
ourselves for various scenar- 
ios** and indicated that the 
emergency legislation had 
already been prepared. 

“We recognise that fears ab- 
out the North Korean problem 
will be soon realised,” the offi- 
cial government spokesman 
raid. 

The eme rge n cy bills are ex- 
pected to include amending the 
self-defence force law to ease 
restrictions on Japanese milit- 
ary activities abroad when 
either the countiy or its 
citizens are involved in interna- 
tional disputes. 



KARACHI UNREST: Smoke rises from a 
gutted bos stopped m the middle of the street as 
a result of fan city-wide disturbances. More titan 
21 vehicles were burned daring ethnic unrest 
which already caused six people to die. Tendon 
renamed high In Karachi Monday as fighting 
continued between the police and supporters of 
the Mohajir Quami Movement (MQM) and the 
dearth toll rose to 13. Six more people were 
rushed to hospital with gunshot wounds, bring- 
ing the number of iqpired to more than 60 in 


four days since police opened fire Friday on an 
MQM gathering, kilting two supporters. One 
woman was dot dead overnight Sunday amid 
continuing violence hi foe central and eastern 
parts of the city. Three vehicles, iadnding two 
ambulances, were set ablaze. Ore brigade 
sources said. At least 38 vehicles, indudfaag two 
public transport buses, have been burned so far. 
Masked guum e u have also been roa min g the 
streets firing in the air and creating panic, 
residents ia the troubled areas said (AFP photo).' 


Mortar fire kills 14, in Rwanda capital 


RUSOMO, Rwanda (R) — 
Mortar fire killed at least 14 
Rwandans and wounded 150 in 
a church compound where they 
had taken refoge from heavy 
fighting in the capital Kigali, 
aid workers said Monday. 

At least two mortar bombs 
exploded late Sunday near the 
Sainte Famille Church, said 
Moctar Gueye of UN AMIR, 
the U.N. Assistance Mission in 
Rwanda. “We were not able to 
detect exactly who shelled the 
camp.” 

Kigali, where government 
forces are battling advancing 
rebels of the Rwanda Patriotic 
Front (RPF), suffered “one of 
the heaviest days of shelling we 
have seen,” said Patrick Gos- 
ser of the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC). 

“Mortars didn't bit the 
church itself. They hit the sur- 
roundings and people were 
hurt in a market area,” Mr. 
Gasser said. 

At least 14 were killed out- 
right, he said. Some 60 of the 
wounded were transported to 
the ICRCs makeshif t hospital, 
set up to cope with horrific 


casualties in recent weeks, and 
others were taken to Kigali's 
central hospital. 

“I don't know how many 
were left behind who didn't 
have a ch ance.” 

Hospital facilities are over- 
stretched in a dty where the 
United Nations estimates some 
20.000 bodies are lying un- 
buried. 

The United Nations says ab- 
out 2,000 mainly Tutsi civilians 
are clustered around Sainte 
Famille where they have 
sought refuge from marauding 
pro-government Hutu militias 
since chaos erupted in the 
wake of President Juvenal 
Habyarimana’s death in a 
rocket attack on his plane on 
April 6. 

“They are running from cer- 
tain death,” said Mr. Gueye. 

UNAMIR peacekeepers 
protect about 14,000 civilians 
in buildings around the city, 
but the militias issued fresh 
threats last week to butcher 
these people, officials said. 

UNAMIR troops visited the 
Sainte Famille area Sunday, 
but they are not there per- 
manently. The ICRC said gov- 


Yeltsin: Russia’s danger is next president 
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John Denver 
performs in 1 
Vietnam 

HANOI (AP) — Count , 
gcr j 0 hp Denver brought ms 
message of music as a healing 
force to Vietnam Sunday, be- 
coming the first American star 
to perform in the Co mm unist 
country since the Vietnam War 
ended in 1975. The United 
States and Vietnam still have 
no diplomatic relations. Prog- 
ress toward restoring relations 
was made in February when 
Freadeut Bill Clinton dropped 
a 19 -year trade embargo of 
Vietnam. Denver and his four- 
man band played to a mixed 
audience of Vietnamese and 
expatriates in Hanoi’s Cultural 
Palace. Vietnam is his last stem 
on a six-nation Asian tour. “It 
actually is a bit of a dream 
come true for me to ring here,” 
Denver said after arriving in 
the Vietnamese capital Satur- 
day. “I was just starting my 
career back when we were ar 
war with the country.” Denver 
said be was fortunate not to 
have been drafted into the 
military, due to two missing 
toes. He joined in anti-war 
protests in Washington and 
elsewhere, be said. “1 though* 
if I ever go to Vietnam, it wm 
be to sing there," he said. 
Denver told his listeners in 
between songs that he cared 
deeply about helping to create 
a greater sense of global com- 
munity and partnership. 

Man, 12-year-old 
daughter 
suspected 
in robbery spree 

NEW YORK (AP) — A man 
trained his 12-year-old step- 
daughter to help him rob elder- 
ly people in elevators, police 
said Sunday. Stanley Everett, 
34, and his stepdaughter, 
whose name wasn’t released, 
were arrested Saturday in con- 
nection with two April II rob- 
beries at Lower East Side 
housing projects. They’re sus- 
pected of many more robber- 
ies, said housing police Lt. 
Thomas Sbordone. Mr.. 
Everett and his stepdaughter 
would get on an elevator with 
an elderly tenant, who “would 
be lulled into submission by 
tiie fact that be was with a little 
girl,” LL Sbordone said. “He 
would grab them by the neck 
rand she would go into their 
and take their propel* 


emment authorities had posted 
police to guard the area. 

On April 19 last month gov- 
ernment forces fired mortars at 
the U.N.-guarded Amahoro 
Sports Stadium in the RPF- 
con trolled part of Kigali where 
some 5,000 people are shel- 
tered, killing some 60, U.N. 
officials said. 

Aid officials are struggling to 
provide supplies for up to 
250,000 refugees who fled from 
Rwanda into northwestern 
Tanzania as die RPF advanced 
in recent days. 

The flood of refugees dried 
up over the weekend but the 
RPF denied allegations that it 
had formally dosed the bor- 
der. 

U.N. special envoy to Rwan- 
da Jacques-Roger Boob-Boob 
was due to visit Uganda's 
capital Kampala Monday to 
meet President Yoweri 
Museveni to discuss efforts to 
secure a ceasefire. 

U.N. officials said Mr. 
Booh-Booh would also go to 
Arusha, the northern Tanza- 
nian town where a peace 
accord was signed between the 
parties JO months ago. ' 


PARIS (Agencies) — The 
“real danger’ for Russia bes in 
who its next president will be 
after the 1996 election. Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin said in an 
interview Monday in the 
French paper Le Figaro. 

“That is what could pose 
problems for Russia,” he said, 
explaining that for the moment 
al least no likely candidate was 
in view. “Perhaps in two years 
a personality will emerge who 
would be recognised by the 
whole people,” Mr. Yeltsin 
added. 

He refused to reply to ques- 
tions about his own intentions 
regarding the 1996 preridential 
race, asserting: “I do not dis- 
cuss that subject.” 

Yeltsin was interviewed to 
mark the publication of the 
French edition of his book The 
View From The Kremlin, an 
account of last year's rebellion 
in parliament which came close 
to ousting him. 

He dismissed the idea of 
Russian backing for Bosnian 
Serbs, saying Moscow wanted 
to stop the fighting. America 
had greater influence with the 
Muslim Slavs, Germany with 
the Croats and Russia with 
the Serbs, so the three powers 
should get the warring parties 
to the negotiating table to sign 
a peace agreement, Mr. Yelt- 
sin said. 

He told Le Figaro what the 
Rosian market in consumer 
gpods was picking op. He 


would not daim it was the 
best-stocked in the world, but 
it was beginning to resemble 
markets in “civilised coun- 
tries.” 

Mr. Yeltsin's arch-foe Alex- 
ander Rutskoi, the former vice 
president who played a prom- 
inent part in last October's 
uprising, meanwhile told the 
Independent Moscow televi- 
sion station NTV that he would 
set op a patriotic socialist 
movement in three weeks “to 
take power.” Members would 
be strictly vetted and subject to 
‘iron discipline,” and there 
would be no place for dissent- 
ing views. 

Mr. Rutskoi said the civil 
peace part signed last week by 
political parties and others was 
a bid by Mr. Yeltsin to make 
"hostages” of his opponents. 
Mr. Rutskoi and the Commun- 
ist and Agrarian parties plus 
some conservatives refused to 
sign. 

“The goal of this movement 
is to come to power, because 
without power we can't realise 
the goals we've set,” Mr. Ruts- 
koi told “Itogi,” the indepen- 
dent NTV network's influen- 
tial news show. 

Itogi also aired a copy Sun- 
day of what it called a “curious 
document” it obtained — a 
decree signed by Mr. Rutskoi 
and dated Oct. 3, the day of 
bloody street riots in Moscow, 
ordering that Mr. Yeltsin's top 
allies be detained and pre- 


vented from leaving Russia. 

Mr. Rutskoi called the de- 
cree a forgery and accused Mr. 
Yeltsin’s camp of circulating it 
to ruin him. 

Mr. Rutskoi declared him- 
self president on September 
after Mr. Yeltsin, breaking 
months of pofibcal gridlock, 
disbanded the old hardline par- 
liament. Armed supporters of 
Mr. Rutskoi and the old parlia- 
ment’s leaders rioted, sur- 
rendering after Mr. Yeltsin 
turned rank* a gainst the build- 
ing on Oct. 4, scores of people 
were killed in the dashes. 

The former vice president 
was arrested and charged with 
inciting riots, but was released 
in February under an amnesty 
granted by the new paziiament 

Since then, Mr. Rutskoi has 
been an outspoken critic of the 
administration, and particular- 
ly of the political peace part 
signed this week by Mr. Yelt- 
sin and various parliamentary 
factions. Mr. Rutskoi told Itogi 
tiie truce was nothing but Mr. 
Yeltsin’s “one man show.” 

Although Mr. Rutskoi is 
viewed as a potential candidate 
in 1996 presidential elections, 
Mr. Yeltsin has dismissed him 
as a spent force and accused 
him of instability. 

Mr. Rutskoi is even vying 
with Mr. Yeltsin as an author, 
telling Itogi he will tell all in a 
new book. Collapse Of The 
Empire. ” 


Most Japanese back Hata but want early election 


TOKYO (AFP) — Most 
Japanese support the minority 
cabinet of Prime Minister Tsu- 
tomu Hata formed last week, 
but also want early elections, 
according to a survey pub- 
lished by the Sankei Shimbun 
Monday. 

The survey, conducted by 
the newspaper and the Fuji 
Television Network Friday and 
Saturday, found 62,1 per cent 
support for Mr. Hata’s cabinet, 
down from the <j 3.4 per cent 
enjoyed by Moribiro Hosoka- 
wa's cabinet formed in August 
last year. 

But an even bigger majority, 
.69.9 per cent of the 2,000 
eligible voters polled, called 
for an early general election 
before the lower house com- 
pletes its foil four-year term in 
mid- 1997. 

The survey also found that 
61.5 per cent of voters sup- 
ported last week’s sudden deci- 
sion by the Social Democratic 
Party (SDP) to leave the coali- 
tion, a move which forced Mr. 
Hata to form the first minority 
Japanese cabinet in 39 years. 

; . While approval for Mr. Hata 


was lower than for the Hosoka- 
wa government, which in- 
clude the SDP, the Sankei 
noted that it was still higher 
than the ratings for Liberal 
Democratic Party cabinets 
over the previous four de- 
cades. 

Separate weekend polls 
found lower levels of public 
support for the new cabinet. A 
Kyodo News Service poll of 
1,000 voters released Sunday 
gave Hata 51.6 per cent sup- 
port while a Yomiuri Shimbun 
poli of l £00 voters published 
Saturday gave the new prime 
minister an approval rating of 
56.8 per cent. 

Meanwhile. Prime Minister 
Hata, who took office last 
week, left Monday for a tour of 
Italy, France, Germany and 
Belgium, aiming in part to 
build confidence in . Japan's 
first minority government in 39 
years. 

Mr. Hata, who has previous-’ 
ly held such portfolios as fi- 
nance. foreign affairs and 
fanning, wants to allay con- 
cerns of European leaders 
ahead of the group-of-seven 


(G-7) industrialised countries' 
summit in Naples, Italy, in 
July, government sources said. 

The week-long tour had 
been planned months ago for 
Mr. Hosokawa, who stepped 
down on April 8 amid con- 
troversy over his past financial 
deals. 

European leaders will be 
looking at ways to reduce 
Japan's S30 billion trade sur- 
plus with the European Union, 
but analysts said Mr. Hata's 
political weakness might not 
give him much room for man- 
oeuvre at home. 

Mr. Hata will try to reassure 
his European hosts that Japan 
wants to deal equally with the 
United States and the EU and 
give each equal access to 
Japan's market. 

His new cabinet decided at 
the weekend to boost imports 
and work to stem the yen's rise 
against other major currencies. 

European officials are con- 
cerned that Japan will bow to 
U.S. pressure and give its trade 
deficit with the United States 
priority treatment. 

The EU. which favours re- 


solving disputes by talks, has 
been critical of U.S. threats of 
sanctions against Japan follow- 
ing the collapse of trade talks 
between Mr. Hosokawa and 
U.S. President Bill Clinton in 
February. 

But at the same time officials 
are becoming increasingly im- 
patient at the lack of progress 
in trade talks with Japan begun 
in 1993. 

They are hoping that Mr. 
Hata's visit will provide a signi- 
ficant gesture towards dealing 
with the problem. 

In Rome Tuesday, Mr. Hata 
is scheduled to meet Italy’s 
Prime Minister designate Silvio 
Berlusconi, followed Wednes- 
day by a meeting in Paris with 
President Francois Mitterrand 
and a dinner with Prime Minis- 
ter Edouard Balladur. 

On Thursday, Mr. Hata will 
travel to Bonn for a meeting 
with Chancellor Helmut Kohl, 
before winding up his trip Fri-’ 
day in Belgium, where he is 
due to meet the president of 
the European Commission Jac- 
ques Deiors and Belgian gov- 
ernment officials. 


pockets 
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Planned Tower of 
Babble to be 
world’s tallest 

SHANGHAI (R) — Shan- 
ghai's $92-miilion television 
tower, tallest in Asia and third 
tallest on Earth, has been com- 
pleted, the official Xinhua 
News Agency reported. The 
460-metre (1,509-foot) Orien- 
tal Pearl tower comprises three 
huge “spheroids” thrust aloft 
by chunky pillars, each nine 
metres (30 feet) in diametre. 
the spheroids contain res- 
taurants and other facilities 
accommodating more than 
1,000 tourists, Xinhua said. 
The world’s tallest self- 
supporting tower is Toronto’s 
CN Tower at 553 metres (1,815 
feet). But China plans a 700- 
metre (2,296 foot) TV spire in 
Shenzhen near Hong Kong 
topping that. 

Yeltsin ‘not 
hearing bells’ 
any more $ 

MOSCOW (R) ■ — The bells of 
the Kremlin’s Ivan the Great 
Bell Tower, which this Russian 
Easter rang for the first time 
since Soviet leader Vladimir 
Lenin banned them in 1918 
were silenced again — by Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin. 
Moscow’s Echo Radio said the 
test chiming ahead of the mid- 
night Eastern service stopped 
abniptly after a man told the 
beU -nngers the noise was dis- 
f urb,n f Mr. Yeltsin. Lenin 
banned the use of the tower’s 
bells after moving the seat of 
the Bolshevik g&cm £ 
Moscow 76 years ago. Moscow 
municipality had been restor- 

yeL? C for ^ two 

In Singapore, 
plump is pretty 
and prosperous 

SINGAPORE (R) _ ryj... ’ 
sUm women appeal to younger 

£ump partners are preferred 
by older men because «Z 
fence signifies prosperity, a 
survey by a Singapore woSir* 
magazine shows. The survevin 
the May issue of anajfeiS 
magazine showed Chinese 
Singapore men between 20 acd 

M were put off by fat won^, 

It showed those between*! 
.and 50 did not like ertheTsfon. 
ny or chubby women, rw 
those above 50 tended 
appreciate women .on th* 
plump side. “It gjyes a woman 
a look of prosperity,” one iS 
spondent was quoted as saying 
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Sports 

Knicks, Bulls go up 2-0 in playoffs|Chang 

wins ATT 
Challenge 


NEW YORK (R)- The Chi- 

^SO Bulls have played all sea- 
retired 


son without 


«... , , superstar 

Michael Jordan and the New 
York Knicks played most of 
Sunday without all-star centre 
Patrick Ewing, but both teams 
rolled to 2-0 leads in their 
best-of-five first-round playoff 
senes. 

Ewing was ejected in the 
second quarter of the game 
against voting local rivals, the 
New Jersey Nets, but Charles 
Oakley recorded season-highs 
with 25 points and 24 rebounds 
to lead the Knicks to a 90-81 
victory. 

Oakley had 20 points and 21 
rebounds in the first half as 
New York opened a 55-33 
lead. 

Ewing was ejected for re- 
ceiving his second technical 
with 5:21 left in the second 
quarter after a physical en- 
counter with New Jersey for- 
ward Denick Coleman. 

“I didn’t do anything, he 
initiated the contact,” said Ew- 
ing. “If I am to get kicked out 
of a game, I’d like to do 
somethmg to get kicked out.” 

Knicks coach Pat Riley said 
he thought the officials 
“were put on a notice” by the 
league to maintain control af- 
ter Saturday’s bench -clearing 
brawl in the A tl an ta- Miami 
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laughter 
suspected 
in robbery spf( 

*EW YORK iapu 
rained his lZ-yesn 
laughter to help fe-’- 
.y people in eln* 
said Sunday. Slant . 
34, and his step 
whose name waa' ( - 
were arrested Sam* ' 
flection with two Ap 1 
beries at Lower £ 
housing prciecs. 7?.. 
pected of many Bu- 
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game. 

Herb Williams provided a 
much-needed boost in Ewing's 
absence with 11 points. Ewing 
also had 11 points. 

In Chicago, , Scottie Pippcn 
continued to take the lead role 
for the defending NBA cham- 
pions in Jordan’s absence. 

Pippen scored 22 points and 
Horace Grant had 18 points 
and 12 rebounds to cany the 
Bulls to a 105-96 victory over 
the Cleveland Cavaliers. 

A 13-7 fourth quarter run 
helped the Bulls open a 93-83 
lead with just under five mi- 
nutes remaining and the Cavs 
got no closer than seven points 
the rest of the way. 

B.J. Armstrong finished 
with 16 points, Pete Myers had 
14 points and Toni Kukoc 
added U assists for Chicago. 

“I don’t care how ugly it was 
as long as we win,” said Pip- 
pen. “We’re not trying to win a 
beauty contest here.” 

Cleveland’s Gerald Wilkins 
led ail scorers with 28 points, 
picking up 18 in the second 
quarter. 

The Suns also opened a 2-0 
lead in their best-of-five first- 
round series as Kevin Johnson 
scored 17 of his career playoff- 
high 38 points in the third 
quarter to power Phoenix to a 
117-111 victory over the visit- 
ing Golden State Warriors. 


The Suns used an 18-2 
second half run to turn an 
86-S3 deficit into a 101-88' 
advantage. 

Phoenix trailed by three with 
1:59 left in the third, but 
Johnson sparked an 8-0 run to 
close the quarter, given the 
Suns the lead. 

The Suns started the fourth 
with a 10-2 run to ' open a 
13-points lead and never let 
Golden State closer than seven 
points the rest of way. 

In Houston, Hakeem Ola- 
juwon had a huge game to put 
his Rockets up two games to 
none in their best-of-five series 
with the Portland Trail Blaz- 
ers. 

Olajuwon scored 46 points 
And blocked six shots to lead 
the Rockets to a 115-104 vic- 
tory over Portland. 

Olajuwon had six blocks for 
the second straight game, in- 
cluding a key deflection of a 
layup by Rod Strickland that 
kept the score at 104-9S with 
1:11 remaining. 

A pair of free throws by 
Olajuwon gave Houston an 
eighth-point cushion. Sam Cas- 
sell added four free throws for 
the Rockets in the final mi- 
nute. 

Clifford Robinson scored a 
career playoff high 28 points 
and Strickland 26 for Portland. 


PSG’s title fails to silence critics 


PARIS (R) — Like AC 
Milan in Italy, newly- 
crowned French champions 
Paris St Germain are receiv- 
ing more criticism for then- 
boring style of play than cre- 
dit for their achievements. 

The Parisians clinched the 
title at the weekend in a way 
which did nothing to silence 
the doubters — with a 
laboured 1-0 home win over 
Toulouse, a team straggling 
near the foot of die table. 

PSG, under Portuguese 
coach Artur Jorge, have 
opted for the mme safety- 
first style this season as AC 
Milan under Fabio CapeDo, 
with proven goal scorers left 
on die sidelines as a packed 
midfield concentrates on 
stopping die opposition play- 
ing. 

Jorge’s methods have been 
so effective that die Parisians 
are seven points dear with 
two games to play and still on* 
course to break Marseille’s 
French record of conceding 
only 21 goals in a season. 


PSG are currently on 20. 

They also look likely to 
establish a less enviable re- 
cord — as did Milan this 
season — of becoming the 
-tide whining team with the 
lowest number of goals 
scored, PSG are on 48, five 
less than Monaco notched in 
vanning the crown six years 

ago- 

The Parisians have been so 
boring that their own fans, 
instead of celebrating the 
second tide in the dub’s his- 
tory, went on strike last 
month and chose to whistle 
their players’ efforts during 
the first half against 
Toulouse. 

Defender Alain Roche, 
who sarcastically applauded 
the fans as the team trooped 
off at the break, said: “Tbeir 
attitude is so contradictory. 
They whistle us in the first 
half when we’re (flaying for 
the title and then explode 
with joy at the end. 

“If they want a great team. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAH SHARIF 
&TANNAHHRSCH 

41093 Titan- Mwu Snctt me. 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Both vulnerable, a* South 
you hold: 

♦A 7K10963 JS542 *73 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

Pass 3 V Dbl 7 

What action do you lake? 

A. — It looks to all the world as if 
East-West have a game in spades 
and. with a diamond lead, even a 
slam is possible. To moke sure part- 
ner leads a heart through the strong 
hand bid three hearts. That could 
bo the ticket to defeat a five-level 
contract, since you should not sell 
out to any contract below five 
diamonds. 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*K63 ~ A 10753 >83 +Q72 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

IT l * 7 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Give some partners five-card 
support for your major and they go 
wild. South's hand is riddled with 
losers and we feel that a raise to two 
hearts is adequate. If you have some 
way to make a limit raise, chat 
would be our choice because the 
king of spades should be upgraded. 

Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4J353 C4 :Q92 4-AKQ73 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 
3 * Dbl Pass ? 

What action do you lake'.’ 

A. — Your trump holding is not so 
robust that you should want to con- 
vert to penalties, especially at this 
vulnerability- R’e would opt to try 
for a vulnerable game and three no 
trump seems the obvious choice. 

Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 


*6 


♦AQJ107 TK954 C873 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 1 ♦ Pass 

2 ' Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Partner has shown a strong 
hand by reversing, so you are in 
slam country. To leave yourself 
maximum room for exploration, 
raise to three hearts. A raise of ei- 
ther of partner's suits after a re- 
verse is a game force. 

Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦KQJ87842 TQ3 vQ #Q8 
Partner opens the bidding with two 
no trump. What do you respond? . 
A. — There is no scientific way to 
bid this hand. The practical ap- 
proach is to commit to shun if part- 
ner turns up with a sufficient 
number of aces and the way to find 
out ia to bid four dubs— the Gerber 
convention tfour no trump would be 
natural and invitational). Should 
partner hold three aces, we anil play 
a small slam in spades. If partner 
has four, ask for kings to explore for 
a grand slam. 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AJ4 T94 ■: 73 +AKQ973 

The bidding has proceeded: 

East South Weal North 
1 # 24 Pass 3 * 


What do you bid now? 

A. — We would bet our bottom dol- 
lar that partner, who holds no high 
cards in the black suits, has both 
red suits stopped. Bui that does not 
mean we should bid three no 
trump— we don't want the lead 
coming through partner's high 
cards. Show your stopper in East's 
suit by bidding three spades and let 
partner make the decision. 
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VILLA FOB KENT & LOTS OF 
FLATS , WITH OK WITHOUT 
furniture. 


they should look at the way 
true supporters behave else- 
where, like in England or in 
Marseille.” 

Roche said the players wre 
tired at the end of a long 
season. “We would like to 
please everyone but it’s not 
always possible," he said. 
“Last year, we played more 
spectacularly but we were 
less consistent. You have to 
know what you want. 

“Milan haven’t got an 
attractive style either but 
they're in the European Cup 
final. 

Jorge, who has often left 
on the bench strikers George 
Weah, Xavier Gravelaine 
and Francois Calderaro, 
three men who have ended 
among the league’s top scor- 
ers with their previous dubs, 
could be leaving to return to 
Portugal this summer. 

PSG President Michel De- 
nisot said the team would be 
strengthened for the Euro- 
pean Cup next season. 

But they could lose two of 
their best known players. 


DULUTH, Ga. (A?) — Top- 
seeded Michael Chang roared 
back after losing the first set 
Sunday to defeat no. 2 Todd 
Martin 6-7 (4-7). 7-6 (7-4), 6-0 
and win the ATT Challenge 
tennis tournament. 

It was Chang's fourth title 
this year, but his first cham- 
pionship on day since winning 
the French Open in 1989, when 
he became the youngest Grand 
Slam champion at the age of 17 
years, 3 months. 

The victory won the world’s 
seventh -ranked player S42.000 
from the total purse of 
S300.000. Martin took home 
$24,150. 

For the first set and a half, 
Martin, ranked ninth on the 
ATP tour, served well despite 
a stiff wind, played aggressive- 
ly to cut short any rallies and 
even outdueled his 1,75 metres 
opponent from the baseline. 

Capitalizing on Chang’s 
weak service, Martin grabbed 
an early break to take a 3-0 
lead, then expanded it to 4-1. 
Chang retaliated, sneaking a 
break in the seventh game to 
make it 3-4, then boldingfor a 
o'ebreak. 

Martin continued to domin- 
ate into the second set as 
Chang struggled with his serve. 
But he recovered his serve 
after 2-4 and battled to the 
second-set tiebreaker. 

Chang changedhlsftactics in 
the third set, and h paid off. In 
just 24 minutes, he put the 
match out of Martin’s reach by 
nailing service returns and hit- 
ting passing shots at every 
opportunity. 

“At the end of the second 
set I started to return his 
■second serve from 5 metres 
behind the baseline. I wanted 
to give myself more time to get 
a good whack at the ball," 
Chang said. 

“Tins" was a major turning 
point for me. £ was able to 
return much more effectively 
by doing this on his first and 
second serve.” 

Martin downplayed the fao- 
tor of fatigue and pressure that 
may have come into (flay after 
the second seL 

“I wasn’t deflated after los- ' 
ing tiie second set. I think he 
was on a real high," Martin 
said. “I can’t help that be was 
hitting those passing shots. 


PT FASE CALI- : * 

TANTS TEL : 8298.82 / 829883 


f - ^ FOR RENT 

''DEtu-XE -FURNISHED" APARTMENT 


TOW BEDROOMS, L - SHAPED SITTING AND DINING ROOM 
TOW BATHROOMS, FULLY AND MODERNLY EQUIPPED, CAR- 
PETED AND FURNISHED, WITH TELEPHONE AND CENTRAL 
HEATING LOCATION : OPPOSITE AMRA HOTEL .UMOTHEINAH 


PLEASE CALL : 679376 , SI 22-29 


REQUIRED 

Teachers of English for Sommer School 

English native speakers (preferably graduates) to 
teach children and adults. 

For further information please call 
Tel. 680726, between 10 a.m. & 4 p.m. 



The Executive Recruitment Division 
of on International Business Group is 
interviewing candidates for the follow- 
ing Local & Overseas positions; 

r Submersible Pump Engineers 


& Technicians 


for overseas employment with 3-5 
years maintenance experience in Oil 
Field environments . Written and 
verbal English is essential. 

Interested candidates should send 
their detailed CVs, recent photo, 
passport particulars, proof of profes- 
sional qualifications & letters of 
recommendations to : 




P O, BoXi 926647 

- AMMAN - JORDAN 
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Three-time world champion killed in crash 

Motorsport mourns Ayrton Senna 


PARIS (AFP) — The world of 
motorsport began its first day 
of mourning for Ayrton Senna 
Monday, with the key ques- 
tions surrounding the Brazil 
lian’s death still unresolved.- 

s*nna died in an Italian hos- 
pital Sunday evening after los- 
ing control of his WilHams- 
RenauK during the San Marino 
Grand Prix. Tbe car failed to 
lake the high-speed Tam- 
burello bend on the seventh 
lap and slammed into a con- 
crete barrier virtually bead-on 
at approximately lSumph. 

Senna a triple world cham- 
pion, died of severe head in- 
juries barely 24 hours after 
Austrian Roland Ratzenberger 
met the same fate after 
crashing at virtually the same 
spot in practice. 

The second tragedy im- 
mediately raised questions for 
the future of Formula One, 
none of which have received a 
satisfactory answer. Why did 
Senna crash? Are FI cars be- 
coming too fast? Is everything 
being done to ensure the max- 
imum of driver safety? 

The questions have an extra 
poignancy as, just hours before 
his death, Senna seemed to 
have an ominous feeling about 
both the race and ins own 
safety. 

In a column be wrote after 
Ratzcngbcrger’s death for the 
German weekly paper Welt 
Am Sonntag, Senna expressed 
reservations about tbe way his 
car was handling the high- 
speed Imola Circuit, particu- 
larly compared to tire Benetton 
Ford driven by his rival 
Michael Schumacher. 

“The Benetton is certainly a 
good car, particularly on bnm- 
py circuits, with long bends,” 
be wrote. 

“It worries me a bit because 
it reveals the weakness on a 
technical level of my W illiams - 
Renault. My car reacts a bit 
nervously on circnits like 
that,” be said, pointing to the 
car’s aerodynamics and prob- 
lems with the new passive sus- 
pension. 

Schumacher, who went on to 
win tire re-started race, was 
behind Senna in second place 
at the time of the accident. 

Hie German said: “IBs car 
looked nervous the lap before 
at that point It was skittish. 



Brazilian Formula One driver Ayrton Soma Is 
attended by medics as they rash Mm off on a 

Then he went sideways and 
lost it." 

Senna also shared his misgiv- 
ings in a telephone conversa- 
tion Saturday evening with his 
girlfriend Adriana Galisteu. 
who was in Portugal. 

She said he was profoundly 
shocked by Rauenberger's 
death and the horrifying crash 
on Friday from which Senna’s 
compatriot Rubens Barricbello 
miraculously emerged without 
serious injury. 

“He was worried about the 
safety conditions of tbe trade,” 

Galisteu told the Brazilian 
press, “and visited the scenes 
of both the accidents.” 

“Senna aid he was not very 
enthusiastic about racing at 
Imola.” 

WilHams-Renault were ex- 
pected to make a statement 
later Monday, while the sport’s 
ruling body, die International 
Automobile Federation (HA) 
has opened an enquiry into 
both ratal accide nt s. 

Like Williams, the FIA will 
want to know the cont e nts of 
the cars’ “Mack box” recor- 
ders, similar to those nsed in 
dvfl aircraft 

* Yet before that information 
becomes available, calls for a 
thorough review of safety mea- 
sures have been ringing 
throughout the sport. 


stretcher following ids crash at the Saa Marino 
Grand Prix Sunday (AFP photo) w 


Schumacher has led the 
charge, saying: “What we have 
to do is make sure that we all 
learn from this. There are 
things that can be improved 1 
and we should have made the 
changes before.” 

Alain Prost, who ended his 
Formula One career last sea- 
son after winning his fou r th 
world title, said: “Accidents 
can never been prevented. But 
little has been done to improve 
safety for a few years now. 
People stopped talking about 
accidents. 

“When I talked about safe- 
ty, about tbe dangers of driving 
in the rain I was called a 


coward. This weekend has 
shown that safety is a mail; 
issue in Formula One." * z 

Another former driver 
Switzerland's Clay Rega&onf 
whose career ended in a pan! 
lysing crash at Long Beach fa 
1980, blamed the speed-hungv 
car designers. 5 

“No matter how safe y ou 
make a circuit, motor racing w 
still dangerous because thecae 
are going too fast,” he said 

“It’s the cars we have to 
change — what the engineer 
are building are planes. Y6u 
can still have exerting races 
with slower care.” 


Imola track closed 


IMOLA, Italy (R) — The Im- 
ola race cuenit where Ayrton 
Senna lost Ms life Sunday was 
dosed Monday following a 
co urt order. 

Tbe offidal spokesman for 
die Antodromo Enzo Demo 
Ferrari, Gianni Beard, said a 
local corn! order prevented 
visitors, indnding reporters, 
from going on to the circuit. 


FOR RENT 


MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

☆ Studio of one bedroom, K & B. 

☆ One bedroom living room K & B. 

☆ Two bedrooms, living-dining room K & B. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jab a) Amman bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Annual Rent - Owner Tel: 667862/642351 


STUDIO FOR RENT 

Large, beautiful and nicely furnished situated on the 
large second floor's roof erf a private building located 
between 4th and 5th Circles - Jabal Amman. 
Overlooking Amman City. 

Contains 2 single beds, equipped kitchenette, bath, 
colour TV and telephone. 

Good for only a young couple. Car park available. 

If interested, please call 671509 


APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT IN WESTERN SHME1SAN1 

The first is a second floor with an area of 200 square metres- 
It consists of three bedrooms, salon, living, dining rooms, 
large kitchen, and three bathrooms. 

The second is a ground floor consisting of two bedrooms, . 
sitting and dining rooms, spacious kitchen, glassed-in 
veranda, separate entrance with small garden and garage. 
Each apartment has an independent centra) healing and 
telephone. Location: Western Shmeisani, Abdul Halim A1 
Nimr St., near Bilal Mosque. Building No. 24. 

Pis. call 685593 or 664256 


LUXURIOUS BRAND-NEW 
FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

First floor of 220 sq. m. in a two-floor building in 
the best residential area between the 4th & 5th 
Circles (near Guest's Palace), Zahran Street - 
Jabal Amman, overlooking large beautiful private 
gardens. 

Consists of: Large salon, dining room, 2 double 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, fuliy-equipped kitchen, 
laundry room with fully automatic W.M., 3 balco- 
nies. Crystal chandeliers and chosen carpets. 
Central heating, telephone, colour TV, and video. 
Car park avaiialbe. 

Suitable for a VIP family. 

If Interested call tel. #: 671509 


. A Brazilian television crew 
and two British journalists, 
where ejected from an open 
garage, after a heated discus- 
sion, as they attempted to visit 
die Tambmeflo corner where 
Senna’s W illiams car crashed 
fatally Sunday. 

Barber visitors to tbe circuit 


had managed to climb the 
fence and one eye' witness, 
British photograph Glenn 
Campbell, said several boo., 
quets of flowers and single red 
roses had been left at tbe point 
along -the wan where Senna’s 
car made its colossal impact. 

A vivid blue imprint on the 
white paintained wall showed 
exactly where the 34-year-old 
triple world champion suffered 
ins fetal injuries. 

Further down the circuit die 
residential stain marks from 
the pool lof blood left behind 
after emergency surgery 
showed dearly where SennaV 
body had lain before be was 
taken to hospital in Bologna. 



ATTENTION 
_ BANGLADESHIS 

A consular team from the Bangladesh 
Embassy, Saudi Arabia will work from 5th 
to 8th May 1994 at the Bangladesh Consu- 
late, Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle, for renewal/ 
issue of passport and other consular jobs. 
All are requested to avail this opportunity. 


☆ Mitsubishi Gal ant 2000 super salon 1992 duty 
unpaid. Loaded, in mint condition, driven almost 
22000 km’s only. 

i ☆ ALGOR WFEQ2/SL front loading washing machine. 

☆ SONY TRINITRON 19 nine system colour TV, with 
remote control. 

☆ Kitchen + home electrical appliances ail in excel- 
lent condition. 

☆ ECHOSTAR Satellite receiver - brand new. 

Call any time at (824768). Serious buyers only please. 


COMMERCIAL OFFICE 
FOR SALE 

Very well decorated commercial office, (180) 
sq.m., off - Zahran St., 3rd/4th Circles, quiet area. 
Ample parking, modem tel. exch. 3 ext/8 int. lines 
+ fax + tlx. Central heating/ A/C throughout 
Modem lighting, security doors, partitions, fitted 
carpet, large reception, 3 main rooms, 3 baths. 
Suitable for foreign commercial section or 
regional office. 

Contact 640950, 683791, 722726 
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Cinema Tel>: 634 144 

PHILADELPHIA 


FLATL1NERS 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 

Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays 

Tom & Je«ry at 11 a * m - 


Cinema 


. Tpl.: 699238 


Trouble BoukhI 


Shows: 12 JO, 3:15. 5:00, 6 JO. 8:30, 10 JO 


Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD n* 

A PERFECT WORLD 

Shows: 12:30. 3-JO. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD ‘2’ 
MR. JONS 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 


The political comedy play 

FORBIDDEN 

FORBIDDEN 

Every night at 8:30 p.m. 


•Tel.: 675571 

NabU AtMashlnl Tluttftra 


Coming soon 

Abu Awad in: The new comedy 
play: 

“A PUNCTURED BAG” 

Directed by Ghass&n Al Mashini 


Nabfl & hfisham’s 


Tel.: 625155 


t 


The political comedy play: 

"WHAT A PEACES’* 
(Al Salem Ya Salami 

At 8:30 p.m. 

Fbr reservations please call 625155' 



LO accuses World Bank 


ECC reviews 


/rvi 


reneging on pledge 


TUNIS (Agencies) — A senior 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO) official accused the 
World .Bank Monday of failing 
to provide funds it had prom- 
ised the PLO to help launch 
PaSestiniin self-rule. 

PLO Executive Committee 
member Mohammad Zuhdi 
Nashashibf said the PLO was 
ready to transfer 3,000 officials 
to die occupied Gaza Strip and 
Bank town of Jericho to 
implement Palestinian self- 
rule. 

Bat he attacked the World 
Bank for not putting up the 
funds it had promised for 
budding an infrastructure in 
Gaza and Jericho, and said the 
PLO’s financial crisis had ham- 
pered preparations for auton- 
omy. 

“If we have to we will stay in 
tents,” he said, adding the 
most important thing was “to 
respond to our people’s hopes 
for independence.” 

Thousands of PLO officials 
are anxiously awaiting the final 
signature on a deal launching 
Palestinian self-rule, and the 
c&cnce to start administering 
Gaza and Jericho. 

But senior officials accused 
PLO leaders of keeping them 
in the dark about the timetable 
for the return of the 3,000 
currently based in the PLO 
headquarters in Tunis. 

“We are awaiting die boor 
ot our return impatiently, but 
jot the moment we have not 
been told cf any decision, or 
given any instructions to sort 
out our affairs,” said one offi- 
cial. 

Mr. Nashashibi said timet- 
ables and detailed plans would 
be announced “when the time 
is right to avoid any disorder or 


disappointment felt after tire 
Israeli withdrawal failed to 
start on Dec. 13. 

“Until the accord with Israel 
is a hard fact, PLO leaders 
don’t want to risk another 
shock like Dec. 13,” he said. 

Then several families had. 
already been given the go- 
ahead to leave Tunis and were 
left stranded for the winter, 
having given up their homes 
and sold their furniture. 

Mr. Nashashibi. who is vice 
president of the Palestinian 
Economic Council for De- 
velopment and Reconstruction 
(PECDR), said the Palesti- 
nians had created adequate 
structures and were sufficiently 
competent to manage self-rule. 

There has been a flurry of 
activity in recent weeks at the 
offices of Fateh, the main PLO 
faction. 


AU PLO staff have filled out 
forms giving their names and 
status as well as details of their 
political affiliations, profes- 
sional qualifications ana where 
they would p r efer to be sent 
back to. 

Since March 27 Fateh lead- 
ers have been analysing the 
questionnaires, to designate 
staff and admini strators to die 
autonomous areas, said Fateh 
official Abbas Zaki. 


Stock exchange pfai—rf 


re ngh* to avoid any disorder or 
confasion.” 

Sat another official said the 
PLO was being cautions to 
avoid any repetition of die 


The Palestinians will be 
allowed to set up their own 
stock exchange as part of 
autonomous rale in the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho, an Israeli 
offidal said Monday. 

“The Palestinian authority 
or the town of Gaza will be 
able to issue bonds while pri- 
vate companies could offer 
shares quoted on a stock ex- 
change similar to the one in Tel 
Aviv," said Arik Gordin, 
spokesman for the Israeli de- 




j sap Arafat never gives her jewels 


CAIRO (AFP) — Palestine leader Yasser Araft’s wife Suha 
complained that her husband lives like “a bachelor” and has 
never given her any valuable presents, such as jewellery. “He 
still lives like a bachelor. He has his bedroom, and I have 
tains. 7/e live as if we were separated,” she told die Egyptian 
daily Ai Akhbar. Saha Tawil, who is in her thirties, married 
the 64-year-old Arafat two years ago. She told the paper her 
husband had never offered her jewels or valuable things “not 
eves on special occasions.” When I complain of being 
neglected, he offers me souvenirs, and symbols of the 
Palestinian revolution. “Of coarse we argue, but we make up 
isunsfoaldy afterwards.” She added that “when it comes to 
women, he is a gentleman.” Suha revealed she has to wait 
anti! “three or four o’clock in the morning” to talk to her 
husband, who is so overwhelmed with his political activities 
that “he hasn’t even got time for a shave every morning.” Mis. 
Arafat said Hillary Clinton, wife of U.S. President Bill 
Cfinton, was her model as a first lady. Asked about her dearest 
wish, Suba said: “Of course it is the establishment of a 
Palestinian state.” She said: “I hope it will come true in five 
years” after the planned interim Palestinian autonomy period 
m the occupied territories. 

Iraq to dose embassy in Sweden 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — Iraq will dose its embassy in 
Stockholm in mid-May as a result of cost-cutting measures by 
the Baghdad government, die Swedish daily Svenska Dagb- 
ladet (SVD) reported Monday. The Swedish foreign ministry 
confirmed Monday that it had received notification of die 
closure. According to SVD, it is the United Nations’ cur r en t 
trade embargo on Iraq that is forcing die closure. Iraq is 
expected to close 15 of its embassies in die near future, many 
of them in Western Europe, SVD said. 


Vietnam, Mali to boost ties with Iran 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran's spiritual leader. Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, received Vietnamese President Le Due Anh and 
praised his nation’s former straggle against die United States 
in the Vietnam war, the Islamic Republic News Agency 
reported. IRNA said the Vietnamese leader expre ss ed the 
desire to “bring a new phase” in Iranian- Vietnamese relations 
after meeting Mr. Rafsanjani Sunday to diamat political, 

■ technical and trade cooperation. “No doubt, die two countries 
with the exchange of their valuable experience can be nseful to 
each other in the period of their reconstructions,” Mr. 
Ra&anjani was quoted as saying. Malian President Alfa Omar 
Conn ai st left Tehran Monday as the latest in a string of 
foreign leaders seeking to boost ties with Iran, IRNA said. Mr. 
Rafsanjani accepted an invitation to visit the West African 
state, according to IRNA. The agency did not give a date for 
Mr. Rafsanjani's planned visit. 


SCuwsat! pocketed $7m in kickbacks 


KUWAIT (AP) — A former official pocketed more than $7 
million, in illegal kickbacks on purchases for the state-run 
Kuwait: Oil Tanker Company (KOTO, according to an audit 
bureau report published Monday. The report said the audit 
bureau had evidence that KOTC Director Abdul Fatah AI 
Bader received $7.2 million for the purchase of two old 
tankers; July 1989. The money went into a personal bank 
account and represented 10 per cent of the value of the tankera 
Bubiyan and Jabriya. Mr. Bader is on trial for embezzlement 
■of public money from the KOTC. He fled Kuwait before the 
case went to court in January. His whereabouts are not 
known. The report by the emirate's financial watchdog, 
published in AI Siyassaha newspaper, did not say where the oil 
tankers were built. The report was prepared at the request of 
parliament, which is looking into the country’s investments 
and management of public money. The report said KOTC 
incurred a $58.8 million loss in the purchase of the two 
tankers. They were in bad shape and the company bad to sell 
them less than a year after they were purchased. 


Turkish Golden Horn bridge restored 


ISTANBUL (AFP) — Turkey’s 80-yer-old Galata Bridge 
spanning the Golden Horn at Istanbul has been restored at a 
cost of more than $4.6 million after being destroyed by fire in 
1992. The refurbished structure is located a few kilometres 
from the site of the original 'bridge. The first two-storey 
bridge, with restaurants and cafes on one level, was commis- 
sioned by the Ottoman empire in 1912 from the German 
builders MAN at a cost of 250,000 gold pieces. 


legation to economic talks with 
the PLO. 

“Israelis will be able to in- 
vest in the exchange if they 
want,” said Mr. Gordin follow- 
ing the Paris negotiations 
which led to Friday’s signing 
of an agreement on the econo- 
mic aspects of self-rule. 

“It’s up to them to evaluate 
the risks and maybe to prefer 
Gaza dty bonds over Israeli 
bonds.” 

The economic .accord mil 
be incorporated hi die overall 
agreement which Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin and PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat are 
set to sign in Cairo on Wednes- 
day. 

Under die economic deal, 
the Palestinians will have “the 
authorities, powers and re- 
sponsibilities regarding the 
regulation and supervision of 
capital activities. . . including 
the licensing of capital market 
institutions, finance companies 
and investment funds.” 

Oved Ben Ozer, chairman of 
the onion of Tel Aviv stock 
exchange brokers, said there 
was no reason why Israelis 
should not invest in Palestinian 
companies. 

"The international commun- 
ity will give more than $2 
billi on for autonomy and the 
Palestinians have a pool of 
cheap labour as well as capital 
among those living abroad. 
That should enable strong eco- 
nomic growth,” he said. 

“But everything will depend 
on the political conditions. 
Without a minimum of calm, 
and political stability invest-' 
meats will not be forthcom- 


Bat Mr. Ben Ozer cautioned 
that it would take time to 
launch an exchange. “The 
Palestinians will need time to 
create die right conditions for a 
real economic take-off." 


Egyptians 

celebrate 

spring 

festival 


CAIRO (R) — Millions of 
Egyptians went to the country- 
side or to the banks of the Nile 
on Monday to celebrate 
Shamm AI Nassim, an ancient 
and mysterious spring festival 
observed by Muslims and 

fl i rkri a n t a litre 

Hundreds of thousands 
flocked to Cairo zoo or took 
their picnic baskets to the pub- 
lic gardens around die Qanatir 
AI Khaiiaiya, a series of irriga- 
tion dams north of Cairo. 

Shamm AI Nassim, Arabic 
for “smelling the breeze,” 
shares some of the pagan sym- 
bolism of the European Eas- 
ter, especially the custom of 
painting eggs for children. 

People also eat onions, let- 
tuce green freshly picked 
chick-peas and a heavily salted 
fish called fiseekh. 


Egyptians say the festival 
has its origins in Pharaonic 
times but foe date is tied to the 
calendar of the Coptic Ortho- 
dox Church. It is die day after 
Easter Sunday . 

The authorities announced 
special traffic arrangements for 
the mass exodus from Cairo 
and said they were deploying 
more police to prevent crimin- 
als taking advantage of the 
crowds. 

They said hospitals were on 
alert for cases of fiseekh 
poisoning — a regular hazard 
of the festival. 

At least eight people died 
and semes were critically ill 
after eating fiseekh in 1991. # 


Government inspectors have 
been tonring foe markets for 
days, confiscating dozens of 
tonnes of fiseekh which they 
decided not fit-for human con- 
sumption. 


Government newspapers 
took foe occasion of Easter ' 
and Shamm AI Nassim to sing 
the virtues of “national unity” 
— the political codeword for 
harmony between the Muslims 
and foe Copts, who make up 
about 10 per cent of the 
population. 

“Egypt’s Muslims and 
Christians are of one stock, 
pari of the same social fabric, 
all are brothers in their love of 
Egypt,” foe minister of reli- 
gious affairs, Mohammad AH 
Mahgoub, said on Sunday. 

One version of foe festival’s 
origin says it take the name 
shamm from the name of a 
season in the language of 
ancient Egypt. The “breeze” 
part was added after Arabs 
conquered the country in the 
seventh century. 


unemployment 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am AI Ma- 
jali on Monday chaired a meet- 
ing for foe Economic Consulta- 
tive Council (ECC), which dis- 
cussed the problem of unem- 
ployment ami means of solving 
it as provided for in the 1993- 
97 five-year development plan. 
Council member Awni AI 
Masri presented a paper at the 
meeting on foe educational 
polities in Jordan. Dr. Majali 
noted that the government had 
presented to the Lower House 
of Parliament draft laws on 
higher education and the Ap- 
plied Sciences University. The 
council fliko the issue 

of foreign workforce in Jordan. 
Labour Minister Khaled Ghza- 
wi said the government had set 
up a ministerial committee to 
follow op the issue, pointing 
that 45,000 foreign workers 
have valid work permits, while 
the rest work in the Kingdom 
illegally. 


German 


giant 
pledges 
to help 
self-rule 


STUTTGART, Germany 
(Agencies) — The boss of Ger- 
many’s biggest industrial con- 
glomerate Daimler-Benz on 
Monday pledged the giant 
group’s economic aid to a 
ffedgltng Palestinian state. 

Daimler-Benz Chairman 
Edzard Renter was having 
talks in Stuttgart, where the 
grou p has its headquarters, 
with Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat whom be had invited 
for a brief visit to Germany. 

Mr. Renter said be and Mr. 
Arafat agreed to develop coo-* 
nouhe cooperation and cross- 
border infrastructure going 
beyond the Palestinian terri- 
tories to involve Israel, Syria, 
Lebanon and Jordan. 

The Daimler-Benz boss said: 
“We do not amply have a. 
passive interest in the peaceful 
development of the Middle 
East countries, we want to be a 
pari of this process. 

“We will do everything 
passible to help improve the 
living and working conditions 
of the people in the region.” 

Mr. Arafat arrived in Stutt- 
gart on Monday after he and' 
other top officials of his Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation* 
(PLO), meeting in Tunis late 
Sunday, accepted an accord 
with Israel for Palestinian 
autonomy in the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho. 

Mr. Arafat and Israeli Pre- 
mier Yitzhak Rabin are sche- 
duled to sign die accord in 
Cairo Wednesday, although 
the PLO leader indicated Mon- 
day that some points were still 
outstanding. 

He said be hoped to hammer 
these out in Cairo Tuesday 
with Rabin, observing that it 
“takes two to tango” but that 
‘’where there’s a will there’s a 
way.” 

The PLO leader stressed 
that Pales tinian infr astructure 
had been totally destroyed in 
the straggle with Israel and it 
%as necessary to “start from 
zero.” Children, who consti-. 
-tuted the future of ..Palestine, I 
were a priority, .be raid. i 

Mr. Arafat also stressed foe 
cultural and social sectors. 

Of his visit to Daimler-Benz, 
he said: “This type of active 
involvement by foreign com- 
panies is vital to our future 
success.” 


The PLO leader also called 
for regional cooperation at the 
Mediterranean level, and stres- 
sed that foe lands concerned 
were holy for the Christian, 
Jewish and Muslim religions. 

Mr. Renter said that 
Daimler-Benz was going to 
launch a programme for 
Palestinian children in con- 
junction with foe U.N. 

The Daimler-Benz boss also 
presented his guest with an 
integrated transport plan for 
the present and future Pales- 
tine, produced by a group con- 
sulting company. 

Mr. Arafat was given a tour 
of the company’s headquarters 
where he viewed products 
from Mercedes-Benz vehicles 
to helicopters and rail equip- 
ment. 

The company sent a private 
jet to Tunisia to pick up Mr. 
Arafat. He and a group of 
political and economic advisers 
were driven from Stuttgart air- 
port into foe dty in a convoy of 
17 armoured Mercedes 
limousines, with police heli- 
copters keeping watch. About 
100 police with bomb-sniffing 
dogs guarded foe meeting site. . 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. Reuter 
discussed a wide number Of 
possible projects, including 
transport, energy, and com- 
munications, the company 
chairman said. 


Moves under way to 
to ‘institutionalise’ 


Jordan’s peace talks 


Ghali 

upholds 

freedom 


By Nenneen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — With a cabinet 
change or a major reshuffle in 
the cards after Partiameat’s 
current e xtr ao r din ary session, 
measures are being considered 
to ‘institutionalise” Jordan’s 
negotiations process to ensure 
continuity in the negotiations 
after an expected change of 
hands, official sources said 
Monday. 

Ibrahim Badran, advisor at 
the Prime Mmi&cy and former 
secretary general of the minis- 
tries of trade and industry and 
energy, has been tipped as 
“general coordinator” of the 
Middle East peace talks file in 
‘a move seen as “institutionalis-' 
ing” the negotiations process 
and delinking it from any 
posable change in government 
or ministerial portfolios. 

The yet .unannounced 
appointment came after a deci- 
sion to move the “negotiations 
file” from die Prime Ministry 
to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, a senior source said. 

The task of foe new office at 
the Foreign Ministry, which 
will be guided by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the head of the committee 
overseeing the work of the 
Jordanian negotiating delega- 
tions, “is to improve foe coor- 
dination level among the diffe- . 
rent negotiating teams.” • 

Well-informed sources said 
rhar the new office has been 


supplied with facilities and re- 
sources to fried its research 
operations. 

One senior offidal who con- 
'firmed foe move said it was 
only “routine,” but other 1 
sources maintain that there j 
were “complaints” over gaps, j 
in coordination work among 
the different negotiating teams 
to the bilateral and multilateral 
talks. 

A well-informed source told 
foe Jordan Tunes that there 
had been complaints that “the ' 
negotiations process has be- 
come dependent on a few peo- 
ple and that the lad? of coor- 
dination between them 
affected the overall Jordanian 
position in the negotiations.” 

“At time statements from 
the different negotiators 
appeared contradictory be- 
cause of the personalised na- 
ture of bow the details of the 
negotiations were coordin- 
ated,” one source said. 

Until this move the “nego- 
tiations file,” as it is referred to 
by the sources, has been large- 
ly supervised by Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali and 
Minister of State for Prime 
Ministry Affairs Jawad AI* 
Anani. 

Bat “there was a clear need 
to give a structure to the whole 
negotiations procedure under 
one independent central office 
so that it would not be ham- 
•pered or affected by an im- 
pending change in government 
or portfolios.” 


of press 

worldwide 


People flee Bangladesh 
coast as cyclone nears 


CHITTAGONG, Bangladesh 
(Agencies) — Hundreds of 
thousands of people fled coas- 
tal Bangladesh on Monday as a 
cyclone with winds up to 210 
kilometres per hour threatened 
the same area where a cyclone 
killed 131,000 people in 1991. 

As high winds and powerful 
waves lashed the shore, relief 
boats evacuated some of the 
seven milli on people who live 
on islands and along the 400- 
lrilometre coast of the Bay of 
Bengal. 

They were being taken to 
900 brick storm shelters that 
have, been built since 1991. But 
foe shelters can only house one 
millioa people, so many other 
residents fled inland from their 
mud-and-tbatch houses on foe 
coast. 

Rescue workers rushed 
through the lowlands using 
loudspeakers to urge people to 
move inland to the shelters or 
school bmldmgs. 

Waves were predicted to 
reach three metres and flood 


low lying areas with a tidal 
surge. 

Bangladesh, a nation of 120 
million people precariously 
built on river deltas, suffers 
from ruthless cycles of tropical 
storms, flooding and drought 
nearly every year. 

More than 350,000 people 
reached shelters in Cox’s Bazar 
district, according to its admi- 
nistrator, Enamnl Kabir. Res- 
cue workers hoped to move 
another 300,000 there by sun- 
down, he said. 

“The killer is coming 
again... stop it, or else we shall 
all die,” said Mohammad 
Karim, 68, a fisherman who 
lost nine family members, in- 
cluding his wde, during the 
1991 cydone. 

Mr. Karim was jammed into 
a two-storey shelter with 1,500 
other evacuees in Cox's Bazar, 
a seafront town. “The cydone 
took nearly everything from 
me before. Now it is coming 
again to take me,” he said, 
crying and beating his chest. 


AMMAN (J.T.) - The 
General Assembly adopted a 
decision on Dec. 28, 1^9 3 cte - 
rignating May 3 as Worid Press 
Freedom Day. This year , for 
foe first time. World Press 
Freedom day will be observed 
worldwide. _ 

World Press Freedom Day 
concerns everyone. It concerns 
those who live in societies 
which benefit from a free 
press, and it concerns those in 
societies where freedom of the 
press is absent or incomplete. 

To that extent that the press 
is free, it serves both as the 
conscience of a nation and as a 
practical means of achieving 
good government. A tree press 
exposes corruption. It provides 
the people with independent 
and competing opinions. It 
provides governments with a 
rich array of policy recom- 
mendations. 

In the context of such vast 
significance, foe press bears as 
well a tremendous responsibil- 
ity. As a reflection of opinion, 
as a shaper of policies, as a 
crusader for justice, a free 
press must recognise the power 
it wields and rise to the level of 
responsibility which a free soci- 
ety deserves. 

In too many parts of the 
worid, power lies not in the 
hands of the friends of freedom 
but with its enemies. The free- 
dom of the press comes only 
with long, hard and brave sup- 
port — and when it is achieved 
it must be defended on a daily 
basis. With the spread of 
democracy in recent years, 
press freedom also has spread 
to areas of the globe where it 
had been suppressed for years. 
In such locations, press free- 
dom r emains a fragile achieve- 
ment. Determination and vigi- 
lance are needed to enable a 
free press to take root and 
come to frill Sower in its social 
and political role. 

Worid Press Freedom Day is 
more than a day to celebrate 
the achievement of a free 
press. It is a call to convey the 
benefits of freedom of the 
press across all societies. This 
day is thus a day to call for 
freedom. It is through a free 
press that the cry of the 
oppressed can be heard around 
the globe. 

As a former journalist, I 
supported the growing world 
movement toward an indepen- 
dent and pluralistic press. The 


duty to inform is as important 
as is the right to know. I extend 


as is the right to know. I extend 
my best wishes to all who are 
involved in this, foe first Worid 
Press Freedom Day — a U.N. 
press release. 


Palestinians jubilant over 
eased Jordanian regulations 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

SOUTH SHUNEH — Jihad 
Seid, 28, was waiting for this 
day when he could freely 
come into Jordan to visit his 
brother without foe usual 
bureaucratic red tape of hav- 
ing to acquire an entry permit 
from the Jordanian author- 
ities. 

Mr. Seid, from foe West 
Bank town of Jericho, came 
into Jordan for foe first time 
in his life on Sunday, the day 
the Kingdom implemented a 
decision to ease restrictions 
on Palestinians from the 
occupied territories crossing 
into the .country over the 
King Hussein bridge. r 

As or' Sunday, Palestinians 
from the occupied territories, 
particularly men aged be- 
tween 26 and 36. no longer 
need entry permits and are 
now allowed unlimited re- 
sidency in the Kingdom. 

“When I heard about foe 
new regulations, I decided to 
try and come to see my 
brother,” said Mr. Seid, as he 
waited at foe King Hussein 
Bridge arrival terminal for 
passport clearance. 

“It only took me 15 mi- 
nutes to get through this 
time,” said Wael Nofal, 34. 
“I did not need foe entry 
permit to come to Jordan.” 

Mr. Nofal, a citrus fruit 
trader from the West Bank 
town of Kalkilia, told the 
Jordan Times as he was leav- 
ing the terminal to find a ride 
to Amman that be needed an 
entry permit the first three 
times he crossed into Jordan 
this year, and that it took him 
at least one hour to pass 
through the passport control. 

“Just waiting for the per- 
mit sometimes delayed my 
work for weeks,” said Mr. 


Nofal. “The easing Of these 
regulations will make life and 
business much easier from 


spections department on 
Monday also began returning 


now on. 

Last week. His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san issued instructions to ease 
restrictions on Palestinians 
coming to Jordan from foe 
occupied territories. 

After foe Kingdom’s 1988 
severance of legal and admi- 
nistrative ties with the West 
Bank, which was under 
Jordanian rule when Israel 
seized the territories in 1967, 
Amman introduced restric- 
tions mainly to ensure that 
the young men did not flee 
their homeland because of 
difficult economic conditions 
under occupation'. 

They were not allowed to 
overstay a one-month visit to 
Jordan, and were prohibited 
from returning to the King- 
dom if they violated any of 
foe conditions for their stay. 

“The earlier measures 
were aimed at consolidating 
Palestinian steadfastness in 
foe occupied territories and 
blocking Israeli plans of 
pushing Palestinians from 
their homeland,” Minister of 
Interior Salameh Hammad 
told foe Jordan News Agen- 


Monday also began returning 
passports which were seized 
as a guarantee for the return 
of foe West Bank Palesti- 
nians (see page 3). 

At the bridge terminal, 
Mr. Nofal said he did not fill 
the usual forms which pre- 
viously required Palestinian 
■ visitors to answer a host of 


questions on the purpose of 
their visit and their residenrv 


cy, Petra, on Friday, adding 
that these measures were no 


that these measures were no 
longer feasible. 

The easing of restrictions 
now allows Palestinians unli- 
mited residencies as long as 
their Israeli return permits 
remained valid. Palestinians 
who were banned from visit- 
ing Jordan for violating rules 
have also been pardoned and 
can return to the country. In 
addition. Palestinian women 
married to Jordanian men are 
now allowed to live with their 
husbands in the Kingdom. 

In line with the new regula- 
tions. the follow-up and in- 


their visit and their residency 
status. “The policeman only 
asked me a few questions, 
and that was it,” he ex- 
plained. 

Bridge officials said there 
were no orders to issue new 
arrival forms. 

Mr. Hammad has said that 
Jordan was ready to keep its 
bridges open 18 hours a day. 

“We are ready to open 24 
hours a day,” said a bridge 
officer on condition of anony- 
mity. “But that depends on 
whether the Israeli side is 
prepared to keep its side of 
the bridge open.” 

Israel doses foe bridges to 
Palestinians returning home 
at 1:30 p.m., and to those 
coming into Jordan later in 
the afternoon. On Saturdays, 
the Israeli authorities dose 
the bridges completely and 
dose at 9:30 a.m. on Fridays 

However, foe bridges open 

longer hours during foe sum- 
mer when many Palestinians 
travel between foe East and 
West Bank. 

“We are very pleased with 
the new measures,” said 
Mansour Shawa, a prominent 
Gaza personality and presi- 
dent of foe Benevolent Sorie- 
ty for the Gaza Strip. 

ri "^ e havc urging Jor- 
dan for some time to adopt 
s«ch measures which could 



Frenchman wins , 
architecture award 


LOS ANGELES (R) - 
French architect Christian De 
Portzamparc, best known for 
designing the Oty of Music 
Academ y in a park m suburban 
Paris was named winner Moo- 
day of the prestigious Pritzker 
Architecture Prase. Mr. De 
Portzamparc, 49, is th e first 
Frenchman to win the award 
since it was set up in 1975 by 
foe PritzkeT family’s Hyatt 
Foundation. He will be pre- 
sented with a $100,000 grant at 
a ceremony in Columbus, Info- 
ana on June 14. “Christian De 
Portzamparc’s new 
architecture is of our time, 
bound neither by dasshasra or 
modernism," the award’s jury 
said in a statement. “His ex- 
panded perceptions and ideas 
s eek answers beyond mere 
style. He is part of a n ew 
generation of French architects 
who have incorporated the les- 
sons of the beaux arts into an 
exuberant collage of contem- 
porary architectural idioms, at 
once bold, colourful and ori- 
ginal,” it said. Most of Mr. De 
Portzamparc’s works are in 
France, although he re cently 
d esign ed apartment buildings 


in the Japanese city of 
Fukoukh. He has no works in 


the United States. Together 
with 1984 winner Richard 
Meier, Mr. De Portzamparc is 
foe youngest winner of foe 
Pritzker Award. His first com- 
mission was in l971 for a water 
tower in a Paris do rmitory 
town. He modelled it on the 
Tower of Babel and covered it 
with fine mesh open trellis 
work that supports climbing 
plants. Since then he has bunt 
numerous housing develop- 
ments and music-related pro- 
jects. The City of Music is one 


of tiie so-called “grand pro- 
jects” of French President 


Francois Mitterrand aimed at 
spurring an architectural re- 
naissance in his country. 


Ford stands by 
decision to 
pardon Nixon 


•VAIL, Colo. (AP) — Former 
U.S. President Gerald Fold 


U.S. President Gerald Fold 
says he’s still convinced he 
helped the country by pardon- 
ing Richard Nixon, his White 
House predecessor. “I was 
right when I made the decision 
in September of 1974, and I'm 
more convinced today that it 
was die right decision for the 
country as a whole,” Mr. Ford 
said in a telephone interview 
with foe Vail (Colo.) daily 
newspaper. Mr. Ford fives in 
nearby Beaver Creek. Mr. 
Nixon, who died last month, 
was the only U.S. president to 
resign. He quit after the 1972 : 
break-ins at the Watergate 
apartment complex in 
Washington unleashed a scan- 


tical opponents, taped tide- 
phone conversations and ob- 
structing investigators. Mr. 
Nixon faced certain impeach- 
meat when be resigned on 
Aug. 9, 1974. Mr. Ford issued 
his unprecedented pardon a 
month later. “It would have 
been a long, tortuous process 
— the indictment, foe trial, 
probably a conviction on some 
rornts, an appeal,” said Mr. ’ 
Ford. “That would have taken 
two, three maybe four years. 
That would only have exacer- 
bated the unrest and the 
domestic trouble here in the 
United States. And foe only 
way to get foe whole problem 
off my desk m foe Oval Office, 
^ only way for me to conceit- 
^ 10 °pe r ceutof my time 
oa foe problems of 240 miffirtn 

Am f nca ns, was to grant the 
pardon.” 


‘Herpes drug 

lengthens AIDS 
patients lives’ 


STONEY (R) — High dotes 
of the drag Acyclovir, used to 
treat herpes, significantly, 
the survival of AIDS 
^erm according to a study 
by one of Australia's 


(Continued 


on page 2) 
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m 16 hospitals m Australia and 
™opa revealed that Acvckv 
£could increase foe SSES 
of people with acquired 

rompared with a 
pfadar group of patients who 
took placebos. “The study has 

AcyclovircS er- 
^“Sffificant advantage in tins 

stnUian government’s h^Mi 
i s «>«idermg 
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